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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer, 


- 
W ITH a View to repel the charges 


of European journalists against the 
United States, as not being suffi- 
ciently alive to the interests of veli- 
sion, a gentleman has been for some 
time engaged In Collecting Complete 
iiformation respecting the number 
of places of worship and charitable 
societies, and the state of religion in 
seneral, throughout the Union. To 
ssist his efforts, a committee of gen- 
emen at Charleston, South Caroli- 
na, have instituted inquiry into this 
important subject In their own State, 
sud have given the following par- 
ticulars as the result of their re- 
searches. 

in the state of South Carolina, 
here are the following denomina- 
ns of Protestant Christians, which 
comprehend the principal part of the 
population, (though there are con- 
siderable numbers also of the Ro- 
man Catholic persuasion ;) name- 
ly. Episcopalians, the Presbyterians, 
the Methodists, the Baptists, the 
Congregationalists, the Lutherans, 
and the Seceders. Most of these 
denominations have greatly increas- 
ed within fifteen or twenty years, 
and some of them are continuing to 
make rapid progress. To state the 
iumbers of congregations and peo- 
le in their severa! denominations, 
though practicable as to some, not 
ving so as to all, is deemed inex- 
Pedient. WVithin the periods above 
mentioned, some of them have in- 
creased three-fold, some have more 
‘han doubled, and most of them have 
Christ. Obsery. No. 220 


advanced in a proportion far beyond 
the progressing population of the 


Siate. The Gospel is now preach. 
ed to about 618 convregations of 


Protestant Christians: and there are 
about 292 ordained clergymen, who 
labour 1p word and doctrine amongst 
them, besides a considerable number 
of domestic missionaries, devoted and 
supported by each denomination, who 
dispense their labours to such of the 
people as remain destitute of an 
established ministry. From actual 
returns, and cautious estimates where 
such returns have not been obtained, 
it appears that in this State there are 
about 46,000 Protestants who receive 
the holy communion of the Lord’s 
Supper. In the city of Charleston 
upwards of one fourth of the com- 
municants are slaves or free people 
of colour ; and it is supposed that in 
the other gps: of the State the pro- 
portion of such communicants may 
be estimated at about one-eighth, 

In every church they are freely ad- 
mitted to attend on Divine service ; 
in most of the churches distinct ac- 
commodations are provided for them; 
and the clergy in general make it a 
part of their pastoral care to devote 
frequent and Stated seasons for the 
religious instruction of catechumen 
from amongst the Black population. 
While a greatly increased and still 
growing attention to the means of 
grace are every where to be discern- 
ed amongst the it may truly 

be added, ' that the clergy in eeneral, 

of every denomination, appear to be 
faithful and diligent in preaching the 
creat ! princinies of re 
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pentance towards God, faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, with renovation 
of heart and holiness of lite, as es- 
sentially forming the Christian cha- 
racter. ‘lhey mostly experience an 
encouraging degree of success from 
the genct am and regular attendance 
on Divine service, the increasing 
number of communicants, and the 
remarkable liberality and attention 
with which the people at large con- 
tribute their aid and co-operation in 
all measures proposed for educating 
the rising generation, for spreading 
the know.edge of Divine Truth at 
home and abroad, and for culiivating 
the Gospel of Christ in its purity 
and simplicity. 

Ail of the most numerous deno- 
minations have estobiished Sunday 
schools, in which individuals of both 
sexes, during many hours of cvery 
Sabbath, devote themselves to the 
religious instruction of multitudes 
of children, who are encouraged by 
suitable rewards in books provided 
by voluntary contributions of the 
church at large; from which also 
other incidental expenses are defray- 
ed. 

Several societies are established, 
and others are in prospect, for provid- 
ing funds forthe education of Indigent 
and pious young men for the Gospel- 
ministry: for which purpose, as well 
as for sending the Gospel amongst 
the heathen, the Baptist Association 
of Charleston took decided measures 
at an early period. Besides these, 
large contributions are annually made 
from every denomination, for the aid 
of several theological institutions in 
the United States. In the Episco- 
pal connexion there is a society of 
several years’ standing for distribut- 
ing the Bible, the Prayer-book, and 
suitable tracts. And the other de- 
nominations have united in a general 
and extensive Tract Society, also of 
some years’ standing, and connected 
throughout the State. These socie- 
ties are greatly aided by many fe- 
male associations in town and coun- 
try, the individuals of which contri. 
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bute not enly in. funds, but in the 
more valuable and efficient co-opera- 
tion of employing their miid and at- 
tractive influence to awaken a sense 
of religion, and diffuse a spirit of 
plety in those uncultivated families, 
or neighbourhoods, where the people 
have either never possessed or have 
unhappily lost the habits of attending 
on the public worship of God, and 
even where the voice of the preacher 
bas not been heard. Nor is it to 
sectarian zeal that all these exertions 
in the cause of religion are solely to 
be ascribed. The proofs are abun. 
dant that the sublime views of ad- 
vancing the glory of God, and the 


temporal and e:ernal happiness of 


mankind at large, inspire a truly ca- 
tholic spirit amongst ail denomina- 
tions, and siimulate them to united 
exertions. Tne Bible Society of 
Charleston, composed of every de- 
nomination in the State, aided by 
sister societies in different parts o! 
it, has been established for ten years 
past, for distributing the holy Scrip- 
tures. Besides these, there Is an ac- 
tive Marine Bible Society in Cliarles- 
ton) The number of copies of the 
holy Scriptures distributed by the 
Bible Society of Charleston, added 
to those of the Marine Bible Society, 
amount to 6306; besides which, 4 
Female Bible Society has distribut- 
ed upwards of 600 copies. 

But these exertions, as they are 
not restricted within the limits of 
particular sects, so their views are 
not confined to our own country. In 
some of the denominations of Chris- 
tians, there are regular and long es- 
tablished Missionary Societies, upon 
an enlarged and comprehensive scale; 
the effects of whose philanthropy 
are felt beyond the Ganges aud 
amongst the islands of the East. 
Amongst our Citizens at large, ther¢ 
are but few who do not In some way 
or other contribute to this great 
cause of carrying the knowledge of 
the true God, and redemption by 
Jesus Christ, amongst the heathen. 
Here too, the female sex are found 
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to be exemplary and cordial co-ope- 
rators. There is now, in Charles- 
ton, a Female Society in the con. 
nexion of the Independent Church, 
who regularly support one heathen 
child in India, to be provided tor and 
educated in the family of a missiona- 
ry there, The children who attend 
a Sabbath school in Charleston, in 
number about 225, have formed a 
society on the model of that above 
mentioned; and hope to supporta 
school for 50 heathen caildren in 
India. Many other socteties are 
formed in other parts of the State. 

This voble leaven of Divine pbhi- 
lanthropy, which for many years 
has been working in the mass of so. 
clety, might well be expected to 
shew itself in the body of the State 
Legislature. Actuated by the fami- 
jiar truth, that the best security for 
the prosperity of a sta‘e, and for in- 
dividual happiness here and _ here- 
after, is founded upon the seasonable 
and suitable education of youth, the 
Legislature, in 1811, passed a law 
for establishing petpetually in each 
election-district a number of free 
schools, equal to the number of mem- 
bers in the House of Repvesenta- 
lives. Besides the salaries of the 
president and professors of the South 
Carolina College, there is annually 
appropriated, out of the public trea- 
sury of the State, about 37.000 doi- 
lars for the support of these free 
schools; to which any citizen of the 
Stute is at liberty to send his chil- 
dren free of expense. It may be 
also added, that the State abounds 
with literary and library societies, 
mostly incorporated by law. Per. 
haps there is not a district in the 
State In which there may not be 
found at least one or more well cho- 
sei) public libraries, in which a thirst 
for knowledge, in almost any depart- 
ment of religion, science, or letters, 
may be gratified. 

lt is trusted that enough has been 
shewn, or alluded to, for the pur- 
pose of exempting this State from 
the reproach of being totally indiffe- 
“ent and inattentive to the great du- 
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ties incumbent on every Community, 
of endeavouring to spread moral and 
religious instruction, and to form the 
public mind to those habits on which 
the most precious interests and per- 
manent happiness of every people 
must depend, COLUMBUS. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


PERMIT me to introduce to your no- 
tice, and thatoi your readers, a tem- 
perate and well-written Letter to his 
Grace the Archbishop of Canterbu- 
ry, on the subject of the doctrines 
termed Evabgelical, occasioned by 
the two Letters of the Rev, E. J. 
Burrow tothe Rev. W. Marsh. The 
author, who denominates himself ** A 
Lay Member of the Established 
Church,” begins with censuring the 
uncandid praciice of confounding 
truth with error, by condemning in 
the gross, as one class, persons who 
may happen to hold some principle 
in common, and to adopt some simi- 
larity in practice, but who neverthe- 
less differ mos! essentially in seve- 
ral fundamental points. The candid 
Christian, he remarks, will be cau- 
tious, lest, in refuting the errors of 
some, he may raise a_ prejudice 
against others, and thereby injure 
the cause of Truth itself. The na- 
ture of the practice he ijlustrates as 
follows :— 

‘Let aman regularly attend all 
the ordinances of our Established 
Church, lead an irreproachable life 
of moral integrity towards his neigh- 
bour, but abstain (from conscientious 
scruples) from some customs which 
are frequently indulged in; and he 
is instantly reproached with holding 
sectarian sentiments. 

“Should such a man (however 
humbly ) declare his conviction of the 
truth of the fundamental principles 
of our holy chutch, which principles 
may be held in common with ether 
Christian Confessions, he is instantly 
charged with an inclination to schism. 
And all this, notwithstanding he is 
unknown to any religious party, and 
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although the church which he fre- 
quepts may be totally free from the 
principles termed * Evangelical.’ 

‘Another intallible token of sec- 
tarianism and hostittty to the church, 
it appears, Is the support of a chari- 
table society, wherem the contribu. 
tions ot Dissenters are also udinit- 
ted; althoagh such an instituion, 
like any other of a general nature, 
can involve no question of their re- 
spective religious opinions; Can re- 
quire no sacrifice from either party 
to the other ; being siniply a benevo- 
lent work to communicate to others 
a benefit, of the importance of which 
all parties are agreed. Nay, he may 
have no intercourse with Dissenters 
on any other occasion ; he may con- 
tinue stedfast in his attachment to 
his church, shewing all possible res- 
pect to his minister; and yet be 
charged with secret hostility, and 
evil designs towards the Establish- 
ment.’ 

The author of the “ Letter” thinks 
that Mr. Burrow has fallen into this 
error in his strictures; and proceeds 
to shew, that partial Coincidence 


ought not to be viewed as identity of 


sentiinent. The following remarks 
will beara wide application, and may 
be of service to those who would 
confound all names and parties that 
do net agree with themselves, under 
one general ban of proscription. 

‘“ Mr. Burrow’s mode of elucidat- 
ing this matter is rather singular, 
and appears to me (though uninten- 
tionally Tam persuaded) calculated 
to mislead the reader. 

“Instead of a decided charge 
apainst the persons in question, that 
they hold such and such tenets— 
shewing how inconsistent those te- 
nets are with the doctrines of the 
Established Church—he lays before 
his readers a representation of the 
dogmas of Calvin: he then proceeds 
to shew, that 
whom he speaks, bold some tenets 
which * coincide’ with those of Cal- 
vinists: he next shews the ‘coinci- 


the churchmen, of 


dence’ between some of these senti- 
ments and those of the Noncontor- 
mists of former times, and then ar- 
gues, * Behold the dangerous prin- 
ciples of these evangelical church- 
men: Observe, that while they as- 
Sume to themselves an exclusive 
knowledge of the principles of our 
church, they are preaching Antino- 
mianism and schism.’—I trust that, 
in the above inference, [ have not 
distorted Mr. Burrow's statement, 
Ido not impute to him Intentional 
sophistry : Ll #m = persuaded such a 
mode of argument must be attribut- 
ed tu Ipadvertence. 

*¢ Now it appears to me, that if the 
Established Church hoids several 
doctrines which ‘eccincide’ in some 
particulars with those of Caivin (in 
fact in common with vartous Con- 
fessions,) it is equally just to charge 
our church herseit with Calvinism, 
as to pursue the train of argument 
IN question, against these evangelical 
principles: 1f so, permit me to ask 
Whether there 1s not reason to fear, 
that the observations made by Mr. 
Burrow may have the effect of con- 
demning the vital principles of the 
Christian faith. 

“Tf, my lord, there are amongst 
those who hold ‘evangelical’ doc- 
trines, multitudes who condemn cer- 
tain peculiar tenets of Calvin, equial- 
ly with Mr. Burrow; if there are 
many who deplore, with equal sin- 
cerity, the perversion of true ¢van- 
gelical doctrines to Antinomianism 
and ‘schism ; if they are those who, 
instead of arrogating to themselves 
the pharisaical superiority which is 
imputed to them, live in unfeigned 
chariiy toward all who differ ; if it be 
their single aim to conform their own 
faith and practice to that view of the 
doctrine and discipline of our church 
which they cannot but esteem truly 
‘evangelical,’ totally regardless of 
names and parties; then, my lord, | 
respectfully submit, that ‘evangelical 
doctrines’ cannotbe justly ranked with 
Antinomian and Calvinistic prin 
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ciples, although they may, and must 
‘coincide,’ in several p. ruculars.’’ 

I will not occupy your pages with 
any part of the sensibie and, as I 
think, scriptural remarks, which fol- 
low, on the doctrines of original sin, 
ii will, the justification of man be- 

ure God, and good works (the author 


eives bO Opinion of the doctrine of 


election.) The discussion on the 
doctrine of Scripture and the church, 
relallve lo regenerailon, appears to 
my mind conclusive ; and I think 
the author has conyincingly shewn, 
in bis succeeding pages, that Mr. 
Burrow’s view of justification is both 
inconsistent with itself, and with 
sound doctrine, But I will only re- 
quest insertion for One Extract more, 
in Which the writer refutes, among 
other objections to the Bible Socie- 
ty, the extraordinary charge that it 
may become exceedingly dangerous 
to the state, by means of its subordi- 
nate societies and the large sums 
collected for its beneficent designs. 
lie remarks— 

“ If your grace were called upon 
to investigate this charge, your Ib- 
quiry wou'd naturally be, * Whence 
nises the fear that the present object 
of the Society will be abandoned, and 
a very different one adopted ; j—an 
odject, no less than the su bversion of 
the «fundamental principles upon 
which the Society ts founded ? 
~* What would be thought of the 
reasonableness of the surmise, that 
the Society for promoting Christian 
hiowiedge, by its excellent arrange- 
nents of district committees, and by 
Weans of its large funded and other 
accumulated property, might be con- 
verted into purposes hostile to the 
constitution of the country? Would 
li not be fairly replied, that ihe very 
objects and constitution of the So- 
Clety were an effectual bar to any 
such design? Might it not be al- 
leged, that the Society comprises 

men of the first character for probi- 
‘vy loyalty, and religion; and that 
their views and feelings, as well as 
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those of the Society, must be chang- 
ed, ere such a supposition could be 
realized ? And might 1 not be fairly 
urged, that the more numerous were 
the members decidedly attached to 
church and state, the less ground 
there wouid be to apprehend so ex- 
traordipary a change 

«That some men may apostatize 
from their present fidelity, and en- 
gave in very opposite pursuits, | will 
allow to be possible ; but to suppose 
that the members of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society are likely to 
subvert their own constitution, In or- 
der to level that of the country, is 
surely Dot a very reasonable idea 
Admitting, however, the possibility 
of such a danger, what force would 
the objection thence derive? Such 
an apprehensio nh seems to me the 
best of all arguments, in favour of 
every loyal churchman joining the 
Society, in order that its avowed ob- 
ject may be adhered to. And it ap- 
pears to me quite time enough for a 
Churchman to withdraw his support 
whenever the supposed alteration 
shall be proved to have taken place. 
In the mean time,while the authoriz- 
ed yersion sball contain the injunc- 
tions, * Fear God’—* Honour the 
king 5° >; I thiak we have every secu- 
rity for loyalty, as well as religion, 
being upheld by the Society in 
question. 

There is a remarkuble feature in 
the present objection ; namely, tirat 
while the Society is, on the one hand, 
censured, aS containing the seeds of 
disaffection, tending to the overthrow 
of every thing sacred; on the other, 
itis reviled and opposed by disaf- 
lected men, because it presents a se- 
rious barrier to their disloyal and 
infidel principles.” Fr. & 

ae 
To the Editor of the Christian Observey, 
Tue author of “A Letter to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, on the 
Subject of certain Docirines of the 
Church of England termed Evangel- 
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cal,’’ in reference to the pamphlet of 
Mr. Burrow, being anonymous, | 
take the liberty of requesting a place 
in your publication fora few thoughts 
which have occurred to me on the 
subject of his epistie. I have no ac- 
quaintance whatever with Mr. Bur- 
row,consequently no personal partial- 
ity to gratify ; and as to his religious 
sentiments generally, my opinion of 
them may easily be inferred, when I 
say that 1 have read with great plea- 
sure the anonymous writer’s review 
of them as far as the fifty-first page 
of the Letter ;* and if that pleasure 
has failed to Accompany me through- 
out, it is (as weil as I can analyze my 
own feelings) because the same jus- 
tice which Mr. Burrow has received 
in the interpretation of his senti- 
ments, at the beginning of the let- 
ter, seems to me to be wanting at 
the conclusion. And as the Letter 
generally is penned in a spirit of 
Christian moderation, I am willing 
to think that the author will not hesi- 
tate to reconsider that portion of it to 
which I allude, should I be able to 
convince him, that at presentit gives 
not merely st a liberal, but not even 
a diteral, construction of Mr. Bur- 
row’s sentiments. 

In page fifty-first of the Letter, 
Mr. Burrow is quoted to have ex- 
pressed himself thus; ‘“¢I am per- 
suaded that salvation purchased by 
the blood of the Lamb of God is freely 
offered to me, as well as to all other 
sinners, in that covenant of grace into 
which God, of his own mercy, and 
for the merits of Christ, has entered 
with falien man. I trust, and it is 
the main anchor of my soul, thatif I 
endeavour to perform, to the best of 


* This portion of the pamphlet includes 
the controverted subjects of original sin, 
free will, justification, good works, and the 
question of regeneration, as connected with 
the recent discussions on the effects of 
baptism. The remainder of the Letter, 
with the exception of the part about to be 
referred to, is devoted to a vindication of 
the Bible Society. 
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my ability, those conditions, upon 
which the provisional promise of 
eternal happiness depends, these my 
endeavours, however impertect, wiil 
meet with accceptance through the 
mediation of Jesus Christ, if they be 


sincere, and founded on the only 


proper, the only constraining, motive 
—that love and faith in him, which 
is manifested by obedience to his 
commands, as a tree is known by its 
fruits. This trust in the sure mercies 
of God I would not barter for any 
indefinable, perhaps visionary, feel- 
ings of absolute election, or regene- 
ration distinct from the grace of bap- 
tism, by which itis possible my own 
heart might rashly delude itself into 
a blind and groundless assurance of 
salvation.” 

On this statement the author of 
the ** Letter” observes, that the latter 
part is not only irreconcileable with 
the former. but directly opposed to 
the Eleventh Article of our church. 
But where is the contradiction ? May 
not a person who is persuaded that 
salvation is the {rece gift of the Lamb 
of God, offered to mankind on cer- 
tain conditions, trust that his sin- 
cere endeavours to fulfil the condi- 
tions will meet with acceptance, 
through the same vicarious offering ! 
So far from this trust being opposed 
to that persuasien, it seems to me 
that It cannot but follow it as a natu- 
ral corollary, when the demands of 
the covenant of grace are duly kept 
and performed. Surely here is no 
setting up ef works in the way of jus- 
tification, or as superseding the me- 
rits of the Saviour’s sacrifice. When 
a man declares that he expects 4 
blessing through the power of a par- 
ticular instrument, it is a singular 
interpretation of his words, to say; 
that they derogate from the power o! 
that instrument which he acknow- 
ledges. 

The author of the “ Letter” then 
proceeds thus: “ As Mr. Burrow 
speaks of these being conditions, upo? 
which the promise of eternal happ! 
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ness depends, and as he seems to re- 
gard the acceptance of his wo: ks, as 
the main anchor of his soul, there is 
reason to interpret his meaning as 
follows; namely, that our good works 
render us acceptable in the sight of 
Godthrough the mediation of Christ.” 
There is something in the phraseolo- 
ey of this sentence that looks as if 
it would throw a doubt upon the offer 
of eternal happiness being condition- 
al But are the promises of God 
any Where made to the unbeliever, 
aid to the impenitent, indiscrimi- 
nately with the faithful? Without 
joubting for an instant that Christ, 
through his own merits, Can save us 
cewen In our sins, the Scriptures cer- 
winly do not teach us to expect that 
he will do so. ‘* Believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be sav- 
ed.” “If thon wilt enter into life, 
keep the commandments.”’ A variety 
of passages, like these, compels us 
(as we value the hope of the world 
come) to “bring forth fruits meet 
or repentance.” Besides, in jooking 
io the benefits derived to us through 
the death of our blessed Lord, is it 
necessary that we should be indiffe- 
rent tothe account that we shall have 
o render on the awful day of judg- 
nent? If we are comforted in the 
‘incerity of our endeavours to * fol- 
ow the steps of his most holy life,”’ 
sit therefore to be concluded that 
i¢is robbed of his honour as a pro- 
jilation for sin ? There is a danger- 
Ws species of delicacy, that can 
ladly brook that the term “ good 
works’’ should stand in the same 
nience with the term “ faith,” as 
‘(like light and darkness) the exis- 
‘Nce of the one necessarily implied 
‘i¢ absence of the other. I pray that 
‘may not be infectious ! 

But let us proceed to the compre- 
‘ensive summing up of the case, by 
‘he author of the “Letter.” “ There 
‘reason (he says) to interpret bis 
Mr, Burrow’s) meaning as follows ; 
‘’amely, that our good works render 
‘acceptable in the sight of Ged, 
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through the mediation of Christ ;”° 
and in the succeeding page thus: 
*“ He truss they will ensure him a 
right to enter into the eternal king- 
dom of Christ.’ If this is not to 
predicate, of Mr. Burrow’s view of 
works, an efficacy, anda right which 
he has not dared to ascribe to them 
himself, my understanding greatly 
deceives me. Whilst he considers 
his best fruits imperfect, and gives 
God the glory of accepting them for 
the sake of his dearly beloved Son, 
his humility Is construed into pre- 
sumption, and he is made to ex- 
pect, on account of hisown excel- 
lence, that blessing which he dis- 
tinctly connects with the mediation 
of Christ. The literal and gram- 
matical interpretation of his words 
should be, ** The mediation of Christ 
renders our sincere endeavours after 
obedience acceptable in the sight of 
God.” And is it an abuse of the 
privilege of faith in Christ (one of 
whose objects was to purify a pecu- 
liar people zealous of good works,) 
for us to be found depending on his 
merciful consideration, under the 
conviction that (in default of this) our 
efforts must be unavailing ? Mr. Bur- 
row’s expression, “it is the main 
anchor of my soul,’’ I admit is a 
strong one; and I accord with the 
Letter, that it would be more appro- 
priately placed in connexion with the 
all-prevailing merits of our blessed 
Lord. The main anchor of my own 
soul is ** Christ crucified ;” but the 
province of a critic is rather to point 
out what is positively wrong, than to 
shew how an expression might be 
mended. Besides Mr. Burrow’s sen- 
timent is precisely in the spirit of 
the Twelfih Article of the church, 
which is as follows: “ Albeit that 
good works, which are the fruits of 
faith, and follow after justification, 
Cannot put away our sins, and endure 
the severity of God’s judgment ; vet 
are they fileasing and acceptable to God 
and Christ, and do spriiyg 


ms = ao 


out neces- 
sarily of a true and lively faith. i: 





- 


-—: 


ae > 4 


= es 


2 


— 
= 


ie - 


1% 


ee 


_— 


= se 


—. 2 a 
= = <a 
= 


y ss 
~-a an 


, - 
ae 


a 


ad 
 * Pie 


x 


ij 
a 
a) 


ee a 4 
Me 





224 The Church in Danger. 


much that by them a lively faith may 
be as evidently known, as a tree dis- 
cerned by the fruit.” Judging by 
the identity of the metaphor employ- 
ed, itis almost impossible not to con- 
ceive that this Article, in some de- 
eree, influenced Mr. Burrow’s man- 
ner of expressing himself. The 
woiks he mentions, are cautiously 
declared to be founded on faith, and 
the extent of his trust (for boasting 
is excluded) is, that they will be im. 
puted favourably, through the propt- 
tiatory sacrifice of the Lord. It ts an 
assumption ofien taken against per- 
sons wno speak forcibly on the sub- 
ject of obedience to the Moral Law, 
that they make tt divide with Christ 
the work of justification. May not 
this be olten conscientiously denied ? 
if l know my own heart, [ ascribe to 
Him unreservedly the glory of my 
salvation ; at the same time, when [ 
am informed of the terrors of the fi- 
nal judgement, and am compelled to 
recollect that | must then receive 
“according to the deeds done in my 
body,’ the connexion between my 
present conduct and my future state 
is placed in alight that is undentable, 
Christ (it is true) is powerful to save, 
but he will not save me In impeni- 
tence ; and therefore, whilst depend- 
ing on bim primarily, as having paid 
for me the price of eternal life, I 
must in a subordinate sense depend 
on that ** holiness, without which no 
man can see the Lord.’ This de- 
pendence (I repeat) is distinct trom, 
and far subordinate to, that which I 
have on the Redeemer’s merits; In 
fuct, it is nothing but the offspring of 
those merits; as the holiness I speak 
of ts not truly my own, but imputed 
to me through his blessed name. If 
the word “ dependence” is too strong 
to be used in this sense, I would not 
contend for it, or for any other parti- 
cular word; but whatever else be 
substituted, it must express a strong 
satisfaction in Him, who will render 
‘* glocy, honour, and peace, to every 
man that worketh good.” The judi- 
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cial convict, who is promised pardon 
if he will plead guilty to the accusa- 
tion with which he is charged, may 
reasonably be said to depend on that 
plea for pardon; nevertheless, this 
is quite a separate and inferior trust 
to that which he reposes in his sove- 
reign, from whom the offer of ac- 
quittance issues in the first instance. 
It is, however, idle to disagree about 
terms, where the spirit is a Christian 
spirit. All lam desirous of, in the 
present case, is torescue a Scriptural 
doctrine from unfair interpretation. 
The Christian who is * instructed 
unto the kingdom of heaven, like the 
householder, which bringeth forth 
out of his treasure things new and 
old,” will adapt his exhortations to 
the most needful branch of doctrine 
or of duty. Ever ready with the 
word of truth to bring down the 
boasting of the self-righteous, he will 
also (with weapons from the same 
armoury) fearlessly resist every ap- 
proach of Antinomian licentiousness; 
and thus declare “the whole counsel 
of God.” Fr. 
— 
To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

I HAVE been a constant churchman 
from my earliest infancy, led to that 
duty by the pious precepts and ex- 
ample of religious parents, and since 
induced to continue in it from con- 
viction. As I never omit going to 
the Established Church, so I have 
never, in the course of a long life, en- 
tered into any dissenting place of 
worship, not out of a spirit of intole- 
rance towards those Dissenters who 
depart from us for conscience sake, 
but because I do not think that im- 
perfection in some parts of our Li- 
turgy is a sufficient cause for flying 
from the admirable whole, which 
certainly supplies prayers and me- 
ditations adapted to all conditions 
of mankind; and conceiving that 
we have much more reason to ad- 
mire the general perfection, than 
to be surprised that there are parts 
which some may wish to see modified 
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And I also never cease to consider hundreds of British subjects, and yet 


with humility, that many wise and 
good men have approved of some 
parts, which are not perhaps alto. 
gether satisfactory to my own com- 
prehension of the doctrines of the 
Gospel. 

I have, however, always been of 
opinion that the alarm, that the 
church is in danger, is too surely 
founded in fact; and one principal 
source of the danger I conceive to 
arise from the frequent translations 
of our bishops, and want of residence 
in the clergy. The only step which 
has been taken for many years to les- 
sen this danger, is that admirable 
measure now in operation ; I mean, 
increasing the number, and enlarg- 
ing the size, of our churches, If 
this could be followed up by the erec- 
tion of parsonage and vicarage hou- 
ses, tll a respectable clergyman was 
resident in every parish in the king- 
dom, the effect would, doubtless, be 
of the most blessed tendency to im- 
prove the harmony of. mankind in this 
world, and to prepare them for the 
world tocome. I trust that we may 
see a continuance of such attention 
to the spiritual wants of the people, 
and that the good effects, which, it 
isto be hoped, will be soon visible 
from one effort, will inspire the tem- 
poral head and ecclesiastical gover- 
nors of our church on earth, to be 
zealous advocates for overcoming all 
those numerous obstacles which pa- 
vonage, and private property, and 
other causes, heap inthe way of true 
reform, 

I will employ the remainder of 
my paper in mentioning one great 
danger which threatens our church 
from without the precincts of the 
kingdom. Comparatively few of our 
diplomatic establishments, consu- 
lates, and factories, have chaplains ; 
and we are in great danger of the 
dread of Cowper, that abroad the 
Sabbaths of Italy will become our 
Sabbaths. There are some foreign 
Cities, in which British ambassadors 
‘eside, and where there are many 
Christ. Obsery. No 220. 


where multitudes of young persons 
are suffered to grow up in utter ig- 
norace of that solemn blessing, a Pro- 
testant Sabbath. The conduct of the 
Church of Rome is widely different ; 
for no sooner is an embassage, con- 
sulate, or other establishment form- 
ed, than a church or churches are 
raised for its use. ‘here are num- 
bers of persons abroad, who really 
believe the English have uo religion. 
I will not particularize, as my great 
object is to call the attention of the 
higher powers to a circumstance so 
evidently alarming ; for I know, Mr. 
Editor, that very serious evils are 
rapidly and extensively arising from 
this mournful neglect of our national 
religion in too many parts of the 
world, and it is by no means the least 
of the many dangers which threaten 
our church, 

That God may inspire with the 
will, those who have the power to 
protect it from that and other dan- 
gers, is the prayer of your constant 
reader, 

AN INQUIRING CHRISTIAN. 
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FAMILY SERMONS. No. CX XXVI. 


Heb. ii. 3.—How shall we escape, if 
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we neglect so great salvation : 


Tse holy Scriptures abound with 
promises and warnings; the former 
adapted to our hopes, the latter to 
our fears. Thus the Apostle, anxious 
to excite the Hebrews to diligence 
and perseverance in their Christian 
calling, reminds them of the judg- 
ments which befel their ancestors 
during their journey to the land of 
Canaan, on account of their unbelief 
and disobedience. Having, in the 
preceding chapter, set before them 
the Divine character of Jesus Christ, 
and the plan of redemption accom- 
plished by his incarnation, his suf- 
ferings, his death, and his final exal- 
tation to the throne of glory, he goes 
on to exhort them in these words: 
“Therefore we ought to give the 
more earnest heed to the things 
2G 
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which we have heard, lest at any time 
we should let them slip: for if the 
word spoken by angels was steadfast, 
and every transgression and disobe- 
dience received a just recompense 
of reward, how shall we escape if 
we neglect so great salvation, which 
at the first began to be spoken by the 
Lord, and was confirmed unto us by 
them that heard him ; God also bear- 
ing them witness, both with signs 
and wonders, and with divers mira- 
cles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, ac- 
cording to his own will ?” 

These words will suggest to us 
three considerations :— 

First, Zhe greatness of the salva 
tion of which the Apostle speaks. 

Secondiy, When we may be said 
to neglect it. 

Tiirdly, Zhe danger incurred by 
so doing. 

First, The greatness of this salva- 
tion.—1. It is great, If we consider 
its Author, Jesus Christ the Son of 
God, who was in the beginning with 
God, and thought it not robbery to 
be equal with God. Jehovah, who 
‘at sundry times,’ saysthe Apostle, 
‘sand in divers manners, spake In 
time past unto the fathers by the pro- 
phets, hath in these last days spoken 
unto us by his Son, whom he hath 
appointed heir of ail things, by whom 
also he made the worlds ; who being 
the brightness of his glory, and the 
express image of his person, and up- 
holding all things by the word of his 
power, when he had by himself purg- 
ed our sins, sat down on the right 
hand of the Majesty on high.” The 
Author and Finisher of our faith was 
not a mere man, like Moses or the 
prophets, but Ile “concerning whom 
Moses and the prophets did write,” 
and whose advent in the flesh those 
inspired persons foretold, in lan- 
guage which shewed how highly 
they thought of his mission. Nor 
was he a created angel or archangel ; 
but the Maker of all things, whom 
the heavenly host themselves were 
commanded to worship. Even in 
his lowest state of humiliation upon 
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earth, he was evidenced to be “ the 
Lord of life and glory.” His birth 
was announced by a company of an- 
gels ; and the steps of the wise men 
were guided to him from a distant 
country, by a miraculous star, or 
heavenly light. And was not even 
his childhood distinguished when he 
Sat In the temple, at twelve years of 
age, in the midst of the learned men 
of his nation, hearing them, and ask- 
ing them questions? Was he not 
evidenced to be an exalted charac- 
ter, when, upon entering on his pubs 
lic ministry, and while being bap- 
tized in the river Jordan, ‘* the hea. 
vens were opened unto him, and the 
Spirit of God, descending like a dove, 
lighted upon him ; and lo, a voice 
from heaven, saying, This 1s my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well plea- 
ed?’? When he delivered his hea- 
venly doctrines, he spake as never 
man spake, for he clearly and au- 
thoritatively revealed the will of God. 
And this exalted Author of our sal. 
vation was as merciful as he was 
great; for he performed innumera- 
ble miracles of compassion ; he went 
about doing good to the bodies and 
souls of men. And he was as de- 
vout and holy as he was merciful; 
for after the fatigues of the day, we 
find him spending whole nights in 
prayer, pouring out his soul unto his 
heavenly Father in mountains and 
deserts. Putit would be vain to at- 
tempt to enumerate all those instan- 
ces in which he manifested his great- 
ness, his wisdom, his mercy, and his 
loving kindness tothechildren of men. 

2 This salvation is also great, if 
we consider the means by which it 
was accomplished.—T he plan of our 
redemption was contrived by Infinite 
Wisdom, and has peculiarly display- 
ed the attributes of God. When 
man had fallen from God—had lost 
the innocency in which he was creat- 
ed, and had rendered himself liable to 
a thousand evils, and finally, death in 
this world, and eternal destruction 
in another—it pleased God still to 
pity his unhappy creature. He did 
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not immediately inflict on him all the 
punishment which he had deserved, 
but allowed him a space for repen- 
tance, and encouraged his hopes of 
pardon and acceptance by giving him 
a promise of a future Deliverer. Our 
first parents were assured when they 
were expelled from Paradise, that 
‘the Seed of the woman should 
bruise the serpent’s head.” This pro- 
mise Was renewed to the patriarchs, 
and to their pious descendants ; and 
we find it still more clearly express- 
ed, aS we approach nearer to the 
time when Christ appeared. Many 
particulars respecting the family of 
the Messiah—his character, his suf- 
lerings, his death, his resurrection, 
and his future victorics—are plainly 
foretold in the writings of the pro- 
phets. The subject spreads more 
widely, and -gathers strength in the 
successive ages of time; the dawn 
becomes brighter and brighter, till 
we see * the Sun of Righteousness’’ 
displayed in all his glory. The dis. 
pensation of the law with its nume- 
rous peculiar ceremonies was de- 
signed to be an introduction to the 
Gospel of Christ. The offerings and 
sacrifices with which it abounded 
were sO many types and figures, to 
shadow forth the way of salvation 
through hisblood. The eye of God 
watched over that dispensation in a 
remarkable manner, so that, in pe- 
using the Old Testament, we see 
throughout the wisdom, and good- 
ness, and forbearance of Jehovah, 
towards that nation whom he had 
chosen to himself as a peculiar peo- 
ple, and from whom the promised 
Deliverer was to spring. Thus great 
were the preparations for the Mes- 
siah’s coming into the world; and 
thus great also was the work which 
he had engaged to accomplish, in 
order to effect the salvation of man- 
kind, 

_ But to see this still more plainly 
illustrated, turn, in the next place, 
to the New Testament, and behold 
the Son of God proceeding with this 
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grand design. See the mystery of 
godliness gradually unfolded by the 
manifestation of the Divine Redee- 
mer in the form of man. Tellow 
him in his miracles, and his public 
ministration ; observe his healing 
virtues on the bodies of men ; behold 
his almighty power in casting out 
devils ; listen to his heavenly doc- 
trines, which gave rest tc the weary 
and heavy laden, and deliverance to 
those who had long been enslaved 
under the power of disorderly puas- 
sions. Accompany him through his 
last agonies in the garden of Geth- 
semane, when * his soul was exceed- 
ing sorrowful even unto death,” when 
‘‘ his sweat was, as it were, great 
drops of blood, falling down to the 
ground.” Behold him in the judg- 
ment-hall, scourged and spitted upon, 
wearing the crown of thorns and the 
purple robe. Follow him to Calva- 
ry: see him sinking under the load 
of that cross on which he was shortly 
to expire. Approach to that awful 
scene when he was nailed to the ac- 
cursed tree, enduring the greatest 
apyonies of body and soul, as a sacri- 
fice for the sins of the whole world ; 
a spectacle from which the sun with- 
held his light, while the earth shook, 
the rocks were rent, and all creation 
seemed to sympathize with the Al- 
mighty Sufferer ! Consider these 
things, and say if the = salvation 
wrought for sinful men, by means 
like these, was not indeed a great 
salvation. 

Again: attend at his sepulchre ; 
see him rising from the dead, as the 
first fruits of them that slept, ob- 
taining victory over death and the 
orave, and securing life and immor- 
tality to all his followers. Behold 
him ascending on high; returning to 
the bosom of his Father, * leading 
Captivity captive, and receiving gilts 
for men, yea, even for the rebellious, 
that the Lord God might dwell 
among them.” View bim at length 
“exalted to the right hand of God, 
as a prince and a Saviour, to give re- 
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pentance and remission of sins.’ 
Consider siill farther, that the work 
of salvation which he accomplished 
on earth he renders effectual by the 
ministry of his word, and the agency 
of his Spirit. ‘Po this end, he sent 
down the Lloly Ghost upon bis apos- 
tles and disciples, atter bis ascen- 
sion, that he might guide them into 
all truth, and endue them with won. 
derful gilts; and among others, the 
power of working miracles, in order 
that they might carry the knowledge 
of his salvation to the ends of the 
earth. Consider, also, that the same 
Divine Spirit is sall present with bis 
church, rendering the word of Christ 
ellectual in enlightening, convert- 
ing, sanctilyinge, and comtorting the 
hearts ol men. Ele carries on the 
work ol salvation ; be brings men to 
Christ; he establishes their faith, 
and prepares them “lor the inheri- 
tance of the saints in light.” 

Surely, a salvation effected by 
eans like these is a great sava- 
tion, 

3. This salvation is great, if con- 
sidered in reference to the ends 
which are accomplished by it, with 
iegrard to mankind.—Itis the com- 
plete redemption of both soul and 
body trom the dominion and the con- 
sequences of sin, and a restoration 
to those unspeakable privileges which 
were lost by the fall of man. It se- 
cures (0 us peace with God, adoption 
to his family, and the renewal of 
the soul to holiness and spiritual en- 
popyment, It opens the kingdom of 
lieaven to all believers, and gives 
them, even upon earth, an assurance 
of “an inheritance, incorruptible, 
undetiled, and that fadeth not away.” 
Jt authorizes a sure and steadfast 
hope that these vile bodies shall be 
vaised from the grave, and shall be 
fushioned like unto Christ’s glorious 
body, according to the working, 
whereby he is able to subdue all 
things unto himself. It encourages 
a lively expectation in the Christian, 
of being as happy in the eternal 
world, as infinite power, and infinite 
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wisdom, joined with infinite love and 
goodness, can make him. 

Such is the “great salvation” 
which is here set belore us, and 
which is so conducive to the best in- 
terests of mankind, that we might 
have supposed that none would he- 
lect it. Yet, unbappily, such is not 
the fact; and we shall now proceed 
to consider, 

Secondly, When we may be said 
to neglect this Salvation. 

|. We neglect it when we do those 
things which are inconsistent with it. 
— Those who live in wilful sins are 
undoubtedly strangers to this salva- 
tion ; for one of its principal objects 
is, to deliver men from the power 
of sin, as well as from its fatal ef- 
fects. Our Lord Jesus Christ & pave 
himself for us, that be might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and might pu. 
rify unto himself a peculiar people 
zealous of good works.” He came 
into the world * to save his people 
from their sins 3” nov will any finally 
partake of his salvation who con 
tinue in impenitence and unbeliel, 
“The workers of iniquity” will be 
‘“ Cast Out into outer darkness ;” and 
their having on earth called him 
“Lord, Lord,” will not profit them 
in that day of wrath. ‘To indulge in 
sin after he has shed his blood (0 
make atonement for it, is to “ cruel 
fy the Son of God afresh, and to put 
him to an open shame;” and as he 
was manifesied in the world * that 
he might destroy the works of the 
devil,” those who give themselves up 
to unholy courses, trustrate the coun- 
sels of God, pour contempt on the 
work of Christ, do despite to the 
Spirit of Grace, and eventually cut 
themselves off from eternal lile. — 

2. Again, we neglect this salvation 
by suffering ourselves to be so el 
yaged in other things as to over 
look its importance. The conduct 
of many persons might lead us to 
suppose that they had never once 
heard of this salvation, or that I 
an object not deserving of the least 
attention. They act as if they had 
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no perception of being by nature in 
4 failen and degraded condition. 
They do not seek an interest in the 
salvation revealed in the Gospel, be- 
cause (hey are uot aware that they are 
exposed to endless ruin. ‘They seem 
io regard this world as their whole 
concern; they set their affection on 
things below, as their chiet good; 
and are sO engrossed by these, that 
they can bestow no care or thought 
on the things which are unseen and 
eternal. 

Or if they are constrained to ac- 
knowledge, in words, that this salva 
on is reat, yet it Seems, in actual 
experiment, asmall matter to them in 
comparison of something else, some- 
thing which they can see and enyoy 
in the present life. dt is trivial in 
ibeir estimation, as compared with 
tiches; Which atlord to their posses- 
sors SO many worldly advantages: it 
is wivial when put in the scale with 
worldly honours: even ‘an eternal 
weight of glory” is hght, they think, 
as weighed in the balance ayainst the 
applause of their fellow-creatures. 
Che pleasures of piety mey be real ; 
the joys of angels hay be worth pos- 
sessing ; but they feel po relish tor 
licse delights: such things are too 
‘chned, or too distant: for the pre- 
sent, they are pertectly satisfied with 
wwerenjoyments; and they leave the 
salvation of the soul,and the concerns 
olelernily, to a future period. 

We come to consider, 

Thirdly, The danger incurred by 
this conduct. 

How shall we escane, if we neglect 
30 yreat salvation? How shall we 
escape the jtist displeasure of Al- 
Mighty God? Will not bis wrath burn 
ike tire agrainst those who have hep 
lected that salvation which he has 
Provided with so much wisdom, and 
Placed before us with so much con- 
vescension, and invited us to accept 
With the persuasions of mercy and 
Soodness ; a salvation purchased by 

‘the blood of his well-belaved Son, 
“nd brought within our reach by the 
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agency of his Spirit and the ministry 
of his word; a salvation foretold by 
prophecies, prefigured by types, and 
confirmed by miracles ; a salvation 
which will deliver us trom the galling 
yoke of spiritual slavery upon earth, 
and will extend itsinnumerable bless 
ings through all the ages of eternity ¢ 
Can such provisions of Divine mercy 
be safely neglected ? Can the sinner 
escape the wrath of God, wno adds to 
all his other offences a contempt for 
the practous offers of redemption in 
the hands of a Mediator © 
liow shall we escape if we negiect 
so great salvation? Whither siall 
we ilee for safety’ What place of 
refuge can we find toprotect us trom 
the power of Him whose arm is om- 
nipotent, and whose eyes are as a 
flame of fire? What mercy can we 
then find when the door of Divine 
mercy is shut for ever against us ; 
and that Redeemer himself is our 
Judge, whose goodness and grace we 
bad slighted throughout litle’ Will 
his Gospel any more hold out to us 
pardon and peace, and reConciliation 
with the Majesty of heaven? No! It 
will justly deliver us up to the sword 
of Divine justice, and pronounce on 
us the sentence of eternal condem 
nation! And what will be the feel- 
ings of those who have neglected this 
great salvation, * when the Lord Je- 
sus shall be revealed trom heaven 
with his mighty angels in flaming 
fire, taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the Lord and from 
the glory of his power ; when he 
shall come to be glorified in his 
saints, and to be admired in all them 
that believe?’ Those eyes which 
once beamed with tenderness and 
compassion towards the guilty and 
miserable among the sons of men— 
towards all who fled to him for re- 
fuge, and laid hold on the salvation 
set before them through his blood— 
will then be turned in just displeasure 
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against the workers of iniquity, 
against all who have neglected his 
great salvation. Repentance will then 
be too late; for the season of grace 
and probation will be for ever past. 
Nor let any one vainly hope to escape 
the notice of the Judge in that day ; 
for “He cometh with clouds, and 
every eye shall see him, and they 
also that pierced him ; and all kin- 
dreds of the earth shall wail because 
of him.’ But then, when the wick- 
ed are cut off from his presence, he 
will graciously welcome his faithful 
servants, and will be “ the Author 
of eternal salvation to all those who 
obey him.” 


—-— Pp 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


Tue interpretation of Gal, iil. 20. 
civen by T.S., in your Number for 
February, is liable to an insuperable 
objection. The supplement proposed 
by your correspondent is arbitrary. 
‘The expression, ‘* a Mediator is not 
of one,’ naturally requires the sup- 
plement adopted by our translators ; 
but if we substitute another supple- 
ment, there is nothing to restrain 
our fancy. T.S. proposes to supply 
the word /riend; but, if I mistake 
not, a gloss at least equally plausible 
night be given to justify the supple- 
nent of the word exemy. 

The Apostle asserts (ver. 16,) that 
the Seed promised to Abraham, in 
whom all the nations of the earth were 
to be blessed, (Gen. xxii. 18.) was an 
individual; namely, Christ. This 
promise could not be annulled by the 
Law, which was not given ull 430 
years after. (ver. 17.) The Seed pro- 
mised to Abraham was to inherit all 
nations, (Ps. ii. 8; Ixxxii. 8; Heb. 
i. 2;) and Abraham, his great pro- 
renitor, is therefore termed the heir 
of the world, (Rom. iv. 133) but the 
inheritance was given to Abraham, 
not by the Law, but by promise, 430 
vears before the promulgation of 
the Law. (ver. 18.) If it should 
be asked, Wherefore then serveth 

- Law, the answer is easy: It was 


On Gail. ill. 20. 
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added on account of the perverseness 


‘of Israel, to restrain them till the 


coming of the promised Seed. Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob had lived by 
faith in the promise, and confessed 
themselves strangers and pilgrims 
on earth. (Heb. xi. 13.) But Israel, 
although they sang the praises of 
God at the Red Sea, soon forgot his 
works. ‘They immediately began to 
murmur and rebel, (Ex. xv. 24; 
XVI. 2——20.3 xvii. 2—7.) and were 
placed under the Law as a school. 
master. (Gal. iii. 24.3; iv. 3.) This 
law was ordained by angels, in the 
hand of a Mediator. (ver. 19.) Now 
the Mediator o ds meridys is not (a me- 
diator) of one, but God is one. (ver. 
20.) The expression not of one, in 
the first clause of ver. 20, seems to 
refer to ver. 16. ‘ He saith not of 
seeds as of many, but as of one.” 
Now the mediator employed at the 
giving of the Law is not described as 
mediating between God and an indi- 
vidual, but between God and the 
whole nation of Israel, This trans- 
action, therefore, is evidently distinct 
from the Promise ; the latter being 
given to an individual, the former to 
a whole nation; and the unchange- 


“ableness of the Divine character Is a 


sufficient security against the suppo- 
sition, that God, in ordaining this 
law, had deviated from his original 
purpose expressed in the Promise: 
*‘ God is one.” (ver. 20.) 

But let the Law be examined, and 
it will appear that, so far from oppes- 
ing the Promise, it was subservient 
to it. It shewed the impossibility of 
justification by works, and thus shut 
up all under sin, that the promise 
by faith, of Jesus Christ, might be 
riven to those that believe. (ver. 2!; 
22. Compare Rom. xi. 32.) 

Such appears to me the scope of 
the Apostle’s reasoning. Our trans- 
lators have not erred in supplying 
the word Mediator, (ver. 20.;) bul, 
by omitting the definite article before 
mediator, they have represented the 
Apostle as making a general asset 
tion, which involves hic sranment ii 


As 
pre 
me 
gi0 
lea’ 
jud 
whe 
sup 
sub. 
pro’ 
ing 
I ar 
cons 
likey 
objet 
ly be 
lent | 
ques 
the | 
on th 
the tk 
ses, 
resolt 
purpo 
mere] 
rent o 
clergy 
the an 
assum 
these | 
or oug 
humbl. 
may hi 
the dis 
Vy at h 
the atte 
great d 
ind exe 
‘ervent 
fis abur 
roceed 
“omewh 
lect, | 








tee 


ns- 
ing 
pul, 
ore 
the 


ser- 
tn 





1$20.] 


obscurity ; whereas he refers to a 
particular transaction, and proves 
that the Promise and the Law were 
completely distinct, because the one 
was made to an individual, and the 
other delivered to a whole nation. 
ma i. 


= ER 


To the Elitor of the Christian Observer. 
As that season of the year is now ap- 
proaching, in which the anniversary 
meeting's of most of our principal reli- 
gious societies are usually held, I beg 
leave, with the utmost deference tothe 
judgment of those of your readers 
whomay have the more immediate 
superintendance of such meetings, to 
submit to their consideration an im- 
provement in the method of conduct- 
ing them, which, if adopted, would, 
| am persuaded, be attended with 
considerable advantage. It would 
likewise, at the same time, obviate an 
objection, which has not unfrequent- 
ly been urged by many truly excel- 
lent persons against the meetings in 
question: I allude to the nature of 
the resolutions which are assigned 
on these occasions to the speakers, as 
the thesis of their respective addres. 
ses. It is customary for a series of 
resolutions to be drawn up for this 
purpose, which are for the most part 
merely votes of thanks to the diffe- 
rent officers of the society, or to the 
clergyman who may have preached 
the anniversary sermon, &c. Now, 
assuming that the grand design of 
hese religious commemorations is 
or ought tobe—to acknowledge,with 
humble gratitude, the success which 
may have attended past efforts for 
he dissemination of vital Christiani- 
'yyat home and abread ; to awaken 
he attention of real Christians to this 
sreat duty ; to stimulate their zeal 
ind exertions; and to call forth their 
‘event prayer to Almighty God, for 
‘ls abundant blessing upon all future 
Moceedings ;—-it appears to me 
‘Mewhat incongruous to such an 
ject, to make the business of the 
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day consist so much of personal flat- 
tery and commendation. I therefore 
beg leave to ask, whether it would 
not be far better to abanden these votes 
of thanks altogether, and, instead of 
them, to frame the resolutions in 
such a manner that they may simply 
express the opinion of the commit- 
tee upon the past prosperity and 
opening prospects of the particular 
society whose objects the meeting 
may be convened to promote.* By 
this means, I conceive, the chief 
purpose of our meeting would be in 
every respect more fully answered: 
the addresses wouid be more espe- 
clally confined to the main subject of 
the operations and efficiency of the 
society ; and the praise of all the 
good effected would be more readily 
and cheerfully and entirely ascribed 
to Him alone, “ from whom ali holy 
desires, all good counsels, and all 
just works do proceed.’ Every 
species of adulation, on occasions 
like these, is foreign to the produc- 
tion of that Christian humility, by 
which we ought, at all times to be 
actuated, and at variance with the 
renius and spirit of the Gospel of 
Christ. We are exhorted to * avoid 
the very appearance of evil ;’’ and 
surely never can we be too careful 
how we expose ourselves, whether 
in public or private, to any of the 
snares of that great adversary, who 
goeth about seeking every occasion to 
devour; and never can we be too so- 
licitousto enter into the real meaning 
of such passages of holy Scripture as 
the following :—* So then, neither is 
he that planteth any thing, neither 
he that watereth, but God that giveth 
the increase.” (1 Cor. ili. 7.)—* So 
likewise ye, when ye shall have done 
all those things which are command- 
ed you, say, We are unprofitable ser- 
vants: we have done that which was 
our duty todo.” (Luke xvii. 10.)— 


* Iam aware that this method has al- 
ready been adopted by some societies, but 
not even by these to the extent I could 
wish. 
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‘¢ T.earn of me to be meck and lowly 
in heart.” (Matt.xi. 29.)—** Whether, 
therefore, ye eat or drink, or what- 
soever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God. Give none offence, neither to 
the Jews, nor tothe Gentiles, nor to 
the church of God. Even as I 
piease all men in all things, not 
seeking mine own profit, but the pro. 
fit of many, that they may be saved.”’ 
(1 Cor. x. 61-35, )— By the grace 
of God I am what I am: and his 
grace which was bestowed upon me, 
was not In vain; but I laboured more 
abundantly than they all; yet not I, 
but the grace of God which was with 
me.” (i Cor. xv. 10.)—* Whatso- 
ever ye do, in word or deed, do allin 
ihe name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God and the Father by 
him.” (Col. iii. 17.)—* Be ye cloth- 
ed with humility ; for God resisteth 
the proud, and giveth grace to the 
humble.’”’ (1 Pet. v. 5.)—* If we live 
in the Spirit, let us also walk in the 
Spirit. Let us not be desirous of 
vain glory, provoking one another, 
envying one another.’’ (Gal. v. 25, 
26, &c. &c.)—IL am quite aware, that 
persons who have rendered essential 
services to a society are highly de- 
serving of its acknowledgments, but 
these might surely be conferred in 
a private and unostentatious manner. 
Submitting the subject to the judg- 
ment of those of your readers, whom 
lt may more immediately concern ; 
and heartily ** wishing them abundant 
success in the name of the Lord,”’ in 
all their counseis and operations for 
the moral] and religious improvement 
of the world; 1 remain, your con- 
stant reader. S. N. 


»* While we fully agree with the 
spirit of the above communication, 
and think our correspondent’s ad- 
vice very seasonable at the approach- 
ing anniversaries, it seems but just 
to remind him, that the particular 
objects which he has mentioned, as 
the “ granddesign” and * chief pur- 
pose” of the annual meetings of cha- 
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ritable societies, are Not strictly such, 
but rather collateral benefits, which, 
though often of far more importance 
than the direct object of the meet. 
ing, do not supersede it. The strict 
intention of such meetings is, to ex. 
amine the pecuniary accounts of the 
society, to recelve the report of the 
committee, and to elect officers for 
the ensuing year; and some societies 
confine themselves, almost exclusive- 












ly, to these points, and to thanking . 
the active members for their past , 
services, The usual resolutions " 
which our correspondent blames are, . 
therefore, very far from being foreign . 
to the express object of such meet- = 
ings; and while we agree with him, " 
that adulation should always be avoid- “ 
ed, and that, In many Cases, a series - 
of resolutions, such as he recom- a 
mends, and such as is now adopted a 
in several societies, would be prefera- ri * 
ble to merely complimentary ones, | “a 
we cannot but remind him that the J , 
Gospel does not restrain but enjoin iol 
the innocent courtesies of life ; and oy 
St. Paul, in particular, is most mi- wit 
nute in tendering his public expres- | 7 
sions of thanks to those who had | sie 
performed any service, either to bim- | oe 
self personally, or to the church of | sm 
Christ. (See, for instance, Rom. xv,; | ag 
1 Cor. xvi. ; 2 Cor. viii. and ix.; and “ste 
so on throughout his Epistles.)—It | espe - 
is also but just to the charitable so- | lshme 
ci€ties to state, that the complimen- @ ,, “a 
tary style which so justly displeases | subject 
our correspondent, and which Is as_ “ag 
much at variance with good taste 45 /,,.. ‘on 
Christian simplicity, has, in a great. mins 
measure, fallen into disuse, at least Benia : 
at the principal anniversaries in the) ome . 
metropolis. For a vindication of thes¢@™ ier, 
meetings, from this and some other tribe : 
charges, and for a general statement, hj 
of some of the benefits attending the “~. 
them, S. N. may refer to our vol. fo as 
1818, p. 442, BW plo ee 
We should not thus, contrary (0m, of J 
our usual custom, have interfered@, Christ 







, § 
with our correspondent, but front 
the subject of his paper, whiclt 
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se med to require a few explanatory 
remarks rather than they could oth- 
erwise have appeared in our peges. 
— 
To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
I HAVE lately met with a work en- 
titled, ** A New Translation and Ex. 
position of the Psalms, by the Rey. 


John Fry, B. A. &c. grounded on 
' the principles adopted in the posthu- 
7 mous work of the late Bishop Hors- 
ley ; namely, that these sacred Ora- 
t cles have, for the most part, an im- 
s mediate reference to Christ, and to 
) the events of his first and second ad- 
A vent.” In the introduction, the au- 
t thor more fully develops the princi- 
ms ples of interpretation which he has 
d- adopted. * he principles,” says he, 
€s “upon which the present exposi- 
” tion of the Psalms is founded, and dy 
ed Be which, of course, the translation has 
ra been considerably influenced, are brief- 
os ly these : 1. Zhat these sacred songs 
the are not to be afiplied to the character 
Ol BR ond personal concerns of David, or to 
and the events of his time, but are to be 
mi understood in immediate reference to 
res: “Ge the Lord Messiah—to his merito- 
had tious obedience, his sufferings, his 
M- Be personal conflicts, or his conflicts in 


h of GM his mystical body—to the daring ef- 
XV» GM forts, the partial success, and Gnal 
and HM destruction of his enemies ; and 
y—lt especially to the triumphant estab- 
€ SO Gl lishment of his glorious kingdom in 
men Gi the last days. In thus elevating the 
eases GM subject of the Psalms, we discard, of 
Be urse, the conceits of the Jewish edi- 
ste 8 Gl ors, when they tell us, that one psalm 
gre lis concerning the words of Cush the 
Benjamite ; that another was written 
vhen David changed his behaviour 
iefore Abimelech; that these de- 
cribe his injuries from Saul, and 
hose his afflictions when he fled out 
“the land for Absalom : far nobler 
@°emes are here supposed to have 
@™ ployed the harp of the inspired 
@™ of Jesse.”* Again, “ a reference 
@ Christ and his kingdom, jor the 










.. , » Introduction, p. iv. 
Uhrist. Obsery. No. 220. 


principal and 
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most fiart without the intervention of 


tyfie or similitude, has been consider- 
ed as the design of the Divine Au- 
thor of the Psalms.’’* 
Let usnow examine how far these 

principles of exposition adopted by 
Mr. Fry accord with those of Bishop 
Horsley, as stated in the posthumous 
work on the Psalms of that eminent 
biblical scholar. The sentiments of 
Bishop Horsley on this subject are 
contained: in an extract from a ser- 
mon, which the editor of his works 
has inserted in his preface. Alter 
having censured what he calls “ the 
misapplied labours of modern expo- 
Sitors,” for having sought for the 
immediate subject of every psalm, 
either in the history of the Jewish 
nation or in the occurrences of the 
life of David, the bishop continues, 
‘itis true, that many of the Psalms 
are commemorative of the miracu- 
lous interpositions of God, in behalf 
of the chosen people; for, indeed, 
the history of the Jews is a funda- 
mental part of revealed religion. 
Many were firobably composed ufion 
the occasion of remarkable frrassages in 
David's life, his dangers, his afflictions, 
his deliverances. Butof those which 
related tothe public history of the 
natural Israel, there are few in which 
the fortunes of the mystical Israel, 
the Christian Church, are not adum- 

brated ; and of those which allude-to 
the life of David, there are none in 
which the Son of David jis not the 
immediate subject. 

David's complaints against his ene- 

mies are Messiah’s complaints, first 
of the unbelieving Jews, then of the 

heathen persecutors, and the apos 
tate faction in later ages, &c.’”’+¢ 
It is not my intention, at present, 

to discuss the probability of Bishop 
Horsley’s hypothesis, taken in ell its 
extent. But I would ask, whether 
there is nota material difference be- 
tween the sentiments of Mr. Fry and 


* Introduction, p. vi. 


+ Bishop Horsley’s Psalms, Preface. pn. x 
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those of Bishop Horsiey, as stated in 
the extracts which [ have made from 
their respective works. Mr. Fry 
holds, without any qualification, that 
the Psalms “are not applied to the 
character and persona: concerns of 
David, or to the events of his time ;”" 
that they have “ areference to Christ 
and his kingdom, for the most part 
without the intervention of type or 
similitude.”? Whereas Bishop Hors- 
ley, though he considers the Psalms 
as relating, in their highest and most 
important sense, to the Messiah, yet 
allows that “ many were probably 
composed upon the occasion of re- 
markable passages in David’s life ; 
his dangers, his afflictions, his de- 
liverances.”’ He admits also, that 
some related “to the public history 
of the natural Israel,’’ though he con- 
ceives ‘there are few [of them] in 
which the fortunes of the mystical 
Israel, the Christian Church, are not 
adumbrated.”’ It is true that Bishop 
Horsley says, ‘*Of those which al. 
lude to the life of David, there are 
none in which the Son of David is 
not the principal and zémzmediate sub- 
ject.” But it is evident from the 
context, that he takes the word zmme- 
diate in a different sense from that 
in which Mr. Fry uses the word-- 
that he does not mean to exclude the 
firimary reterence of the Psalms to 
the life of David and the public his- 
tory of the Jews. 

“his difference will, perhaps, be 
thought of more importance than 
may at first view appear, when we 
consider the inference which neces- 
sarily arises from Mr. Fry’s hypothe- 
sis: ** In thus elevating the subject 
of the Psalms,” says he, * we discard, 
of course, the conceits of the Jewish 
editors, when they tell us that one 
psalm is concerning the words of 
Cush the Benjamite, &c.” Again, 
in a note on Psalm iii. 1. he says, 
‘“ The title prefixed to this psalm is, 
A Psalm of David, when he fled from 
Absalom his son. But these titles 
are destitute of authority, as the care- 
ful readerofthe Psalms wil! soon re- 
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mark : they are to be regarded mere. 
ly as marginal glosses of the Jews, 
but poor guides to the interpreta- 
tion of Scripture.” It is true, that if 
Mr. Fry is right in his hypothesis, 
the titles prefixed to the Psalms 
must be interpolations: for, accord- 
ing to these titles, many of the 
Psalms have a frrimary reference io 
David. But before we discard, as 
*¢ the conceits of the Jewish editors,” 
what our learned and judicious trans- 
lators have thought right to insert 
in the authorized version of the Bi- 
ble, surely some cogent arguments 
ought to be adduced to prove these 
titles to be interpolations. I cannot 
find that Mr. Fry attempts to prove 
this, though he has discarded the ti- 
tles from his version of the Psalms, 
and has merely inserted them in 
noes at the bottom of the page. The 
frrima facie evidence is in their fa- 
vour. Dr. Kennicott collated two 
hundred and seventy-two manuscripts 
and editions of the Psalms, in by far 
the greater number of which the 
titles are retained. In eighty-one 
Psalms the utile is omitted in only 
one manuscript, of no great antiqui- 
ty.* 

In eight psalms, the title wm? is 
omitted in five or six manuscripts. 
In Psalms lii. 1x1. Ixii. Ixiti. Ixiv. and 
perhaps afew more, the title is omit- 
ted in tw@&or three manuscripts, in- 
cluding the manuscript mentioned 
in the last note. If the titles were 
interpolated, it must have been ata 
very early period. The learned 
Jewish commentators, David Kimchi 
and Aben Ezra, confessed they did 
not understand them ;t from whence 
we may naturally infer that they were 
composed many ages before their 


* Cod. 222. a manuscript of the four- 
teenth or fifteenth century.—<ennicot? 
Diss. Gen. p. 110. 


t ** De Psalmorum extyeagn sic scribit 
K. (Kimchi.) Non constat nobis quale 
discrimen sit inter nomini Psalmorum inl 
tialia. De instrumentis vero musicis sic 
A. E. (Aben Ezra;) nulla est ratio © 
cognoscend!."—Polt Synopsis. 
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time. We find the titles in those 
anciert manuscripts, the Vatican and 
Alexandrian Septuagint, We find 
them also in the Vulgate, Chaldee, 
and Ethiopic versions, with no greater 
variations than have arisen from fre- 
quent transcriptions in other parts 
of the Old Testament. It is admit- 
ied that great, that insuperable dif- 
ficulties occur in the exposition of 
some of the titles ; yet this is no 
mere than we might expect, when, 
besides the errors which have pro- 
ban arisen from frequent transcrip- 
tion,* all knowledge of the Hebrew 
tunes, and of the form and nature of 
many of their musical instruments 
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has been lost for many centuries. 
The unintelligible translations of the 
Hebrew titles which we meet with 
not unfrequently in the Septuagint, 
have a tendency at least to prove, 
that when that translation was made, 
the Hebrew titles were of such an- 
cient standing as to have become 
obscure in many places. I will con- 
clude by again expressing my opi- 
nion, that it is incumbent on Mr. 
Fry, as well as on every other trans- 
lator of the holy Scriptures, not to 
discard any portion of our authorized 
version as interpolated, without ex- 
pressly stating the grounds on which 
he rejects it. KIMCHI. 


—————— 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


THE recent re-publication of the 
works of Paine, and similar writers, 
whose ** Common Sense” is widely 
opposed to all that has ever been un- 
derstood by that term among the 
wisest and best of men, induces me 
to send for insertion, in your miscel. 
laneous department, a copy of a 
Prize Essay on the subject of that 
useful qualification, which was re- 
cited in the theatre at Oxford, June 
15, 1803, but has never been publish- 
ed. Your Oxonian readers need not 
be informed that the prize-man was 
the Rev. Daniel Wilson, of Edmund 
Hall, and that his Essay was highly 
spoken of at the time in the Uni- 
versity. Though only a Bachelors 
academical essay, I trust it will not 
be found to disgrace the subsequent 
and more theological writings of the 
respected author. A. M. 
‘6 COMMON SENSE.” 

** The powers of the human mind 
have ever been a subject of the most 
interesting research. They conti- 

nually supply new points of inquiry, 


* See the various readings of the titles 
ofthe Psalmsin Kennicott’s Hebrew Bible, 
and compare the Hebrew and Greek titles. 


and soon introduce us, when deeply 
pursued, into a boundless range of 
fascinating speculation. What is 
solidly important, however, is least 
encumbered with difficulty ; and the 
subject which is now to be consi- 
dered cannot fail of proving a source 
of various instruction. 

‘* Common Sense is sometimes de- 
fined to be that power of the mind by 
which ideas are received and com- 
pared: but it is usually Considered 
as the ordinary judgment of mankind 
implanted by the Creator, and capa- 
ble of perceiving truth, when pre- 
sented to it, by simple intuition. In 
proportion as the mind can bring at 
once under its review a larger num- 
ber of ideas, and determine on their 
accordance or disagreement, is the 
strength of this faculty. Its appcea- 
rances and operations may be improv- 
ed by culture, and by a union in the 
same mind of more exalted talents. 

‘‘ Its influence is wide and impor- 
tant. Extending its sway over all 
the transactions of life, it claims a 
rank from the frequency, If not from 
the splendour of its effects, of no 
trifling elevation. The multitudes 
who in every state subsist by per- 
sonal labour are indebted to it for-all 
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the limited attainments which their 
situations require. The commercial 
branches of society derive equal 
benefits from its exercise: it guides 
thelr endeavours, directs their enter- 
prises, and secures their success. 
jis influence reaches even to the 
highest orders of the community ; 
for no rank of men can be at liberty 
to neglect Its dictates, so far as they 
are toe rules of domestic propriety. 
Indeed, by a conformity to the gui. 
dance of Common Sense, the great 
body of mankind, without talents of 
any briiliancy or extent, pass through 
life with reputation, and meet its 
duties with sufficient exactness. It 
?s essential, therefore, to the happi- 
ness of society; and though it does 
not, when alone, often lead to cele- 
biiiy, at the least it rescues men 
from. insignificance, and secures to 
them the most solid benefits. 

“Ti will be found, indeed, that the 
most weighty concerns of life are 
not so frequently at the disposal of 
renius and Imagination, as of the 
plain maxims of an ordinary judg- 
ment. The more sjNendid faculties 
of the mind may, by their rapid asso- 
ciations, surprise and enchant us: 
they may challenge our applause, 
and arrest, for the moment, every in- 
terfering claim: but we regulate our 
conduct by a more sober guide. The 
tuxuriance of genius is corrected, 
the fervours of the imagination are 
suffered to cool; and we adopt, not 
our hasty discoveries, but the result 
of temperate examination. Nor is 
this wondertul. If the ordinary ope- 
ations of life depended for their ef- 
cacy on the decision of superior 
faculties, the rnost important, as well 
as the most numerous, transactions 
of the world must fail. It is, there- 
fore, a happy constitution, that while 
the lighter and Jess momentous di- 
visions of the elegant arts are the 
province of genius, the extensive and 
unbounded range of ordinary affairs 
is under the dominion of a common 
though ioferior talent. 

“That this representation is ac- 
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curate will be manifest, if we recol- 
lect the fatal mischiefs which the ab- 
sence of Common Sense has uni- 
formly occasioned. When igno- 
rance, or fear, or an imagination 
unduly excited, have tor a season sus. 
pended its influence, characters, at 
other times the most collected, have 
acted with manifest absurdity. What 
is there so irrational, which men of 
the first general talents have not 
adopted, when, under the irritation 
of favourite theories, they have ne- 
plected the dictates of a sober judg- 
ment! What schemes have not been 
proposed ! What measures not adopt- 
ed! What hopes not encouraged ! 
What mad snd incoherent expecta- 
tions have not been formed, when, 
to the neglect of Common Sense, 
men have suffered their minds to be 
inflamed with some fond and extra- 
vagant project! Their imaginations 
having been once strongly roused, 
the magnitude of their contrivance 
has appeared to them to be only 
equaiied by the necessity of accom- 
plishing it. They have forgotten 
intervening obstacles, overlooked the 
uncertainty of human affairs, consi- 
dered success as already ensured, 
and lost, at length, in ruinous spe- 
culation, that wealth and opportunity 
which, in the sober advances of re- 
gular employment, would have sé. 
cured to them every object of rea- 
sonsble ambition. The event has 
been similar in the concerns of lite- 
rature. The judgment at any time 
negiected, what inconsistencies have 
Cisgraced the pursuits of the critic, 
the philosopher, and the divine ! It 
has even been the unhappiness of 
more than one celebrated name, by 
the unaccountable fascination of an 
hypothesis, to waste the finest talents 
and the richest stores of learning In 
fruitless industry. ‘Their works may 
be valuable indeed for their adven- 
titious excellencies, but the object 
of their labours has Jong sunk into 
merited and universal neglect. 

“ The absence of Common Sense 
has been not less fataliy marked 10 
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the affairs of nations. The expedi- 
tion to the Holy Land remains an un- 
common instance of the weakness of 
the human mind, and of the miseries 
from which a simple and early re- 
currence to an unhbiassed judgment 
would have delivered mankind. Jhe 
conduct of the inhabitants of Mun- 
ser, under the influence of the Ana- 
buptists. has, frum asimilar deficien- 
cy, tarnished the annals of the six- 
yenth century. The condemnation, 
on some parts of the continent, of the 
earlier and more surprising discove- 
ries in anatomy and physiology, as 
Laving a tendency to atheism, pro- 
ceeded from no other source. But 
every monument of the fatal effects 
cia derelicuion of this faculty with 
revatd to nations, is absorbed by a 
review of the unparalleled disasters 
which have so lately distracted Eu- 
rope. These calamities may be traced, 
jiuced, to a higher origin; yet, if 
Common Sense had not been disre- 
garded in the general overthrow, the 
evils which we Can now only lament, 
if they were too impetuous to be pre- 
vented, would surely have received 
some mitigations of their horror. It 
has, accordingly, been by a recur- 
rence, however parual or insincere, 
to this important guide, that any ap- 
pearances of tranquillity, or any ap- 
proach to the in'erconrses of society, 
promise, at length, to solien the 
miseries of innovation. 

“ But, to leave these occasional 
deficiencies of the faculty of Com- 
mon Sense, its dependence, in gene- 
ral on circumstances of diligent cul- 
ture, may be accurately observed. 
between the same ordinary powers 
iu the inhabitant of a civilized nation, 
‘nd of one left to its original barbari- 
\y, the difference is astonishing. In 
é Savage state, the power of Common 
Sense seems so janguid as to be 
Nearly extinct. The extreme indo- 
lence and stupidity of the American 
Indian almost exceed belief. He has 
ho foresight beyond the moment, no 
Conceptions of rewards and punish- 
Ments as motives to action, no ideas 


except those which are Strictly sen- 
Sible, and no words to express any 
thing abstract or immaterial. ¢ Their 
vacant countenance,’ observesan emi- 
nent historian,* ‘their staring, unex- 
pressive eye, their listless inatten- 
‘tion, and total ignorance of subjects 
which seem to be the first which 
should occupy the thoughts of ra- 
tional beings, made such an impres- 
sion upon the Spaniards, when they 
first beheld those rude people, that 
they considered them as animals of 
an inferior order, and could not be- 
lieve that they belonged to the hu- 
man species.’ 

‘ We need not, however, have re- 
course 0 man in a state of nature, in 
order to illustrate the power which 
cultivation possesses over the opera- 
tions of this faculty. In cases drawn 
from the inhabitants of the same na- 
tion, the distinction, though not so 
considerable, is sull great and obvt- 
ous, The man who has spent his 
life in an obscure hamlet, seems to 
partake but in a small degree of this 
eeneral endowment. His mind, op- 
pressed with ignorance, and torpid 
for want of opportunities of being ex- 
ercised, appears to have lost any ca- 
pacities it might have originally 
possessed. Never called to any in- 
tellectual operations, he is incapable 
of apprehending or comparing ideas, 
if they rise in any considerable degree 
above the objects of his gross and 
uncultivated experience. The worlds 
of science and literature are to him 
unknown. The most familiar pro- 
positions appear deep and compli- 
cated. Yet, in this state, he is con- 
tented with his measure of know- 
ledge, and feels no want and no 
anxiety for any higher attainments. 

* To this character, how opposite 
is the situation of multitudes, who, 
possessing bo natural superiority, 
have been favoured with the advan- 
tages of unremiited culture! The 
emulation of society, the intercourse 
of literary and polished life, the ur- 

‘“©* Dr. Robertson, in his History of 
America, yo!, I]. beok iv.’ 
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gent calls of profession and duty, different circumstances of improve. . 

unite to elevate and expand their ment, those are to be added which i 

mind. Every spark of latent energy spring from its connexion with moral ‘ 

is thus elicited, all the powers of the excellence. The higher and more b 

intellect are called forth and excited Important exercises of this faculty S. 

to enterprise ; diligence suppiiesthe are not often to be found where the a 

ardour, or rivals the exercises, of mind is enervated by licentious in. C 

aia superior talents; and the man, who duigence. Not to insist on those d 

nv in the contracted sphere of a village consequences of irregular conduct on D 

Hi would have remained in obscurity, the intellectual powers, which are j\ 
Ce brought forth to notice, and placed to direct and physical, a dulness is gra. 

, a happy and congenial situation, be- dually induced, which checks the Si 
re, comes an important, ifnota brilliant, Operations of the mind, weakens the st 
i character. decisions of the judyment, and causes oe 
oe “This truth, obvious in the case the finest energies of the understand- re 
abs of individuals, loses none of its force ing tolanguish and decay. The most it 
ial when applied to collective bodies. celebrated have therefore been, in tic 
| Py The general depression of the Com- general, the most virtuous charac: wi 
aD hig mon Sense of the inhabitants of Eu- ters. Virtue bestows a certain vi- ne 
awe rope, which began with the decline gour, and independence, and alacrity, kur 
eS of the Roman empire, and was com- which, like health to the bedy; gives are 

#,: pleted by the irruption of the fierce atone to every exertion of the intel- un 
ae and barbarous nations of the North, lect, and strengthens the efforts of cel 
if is too well known to require a parti- Common Sense. Vhe judgment has mit 
ma cular detail. It was not tllthe thir- a tendency, on the other hand, if its to | 
ie teenth century that the overwhelm- suggestions were regarded, to pro- me 

aly ing and impenetrable darkness of ig- duce the most accurate conduct. The and 

norance and superstition began to be prescriptions of morality are so con- are 
dissipated, For the space of more sonant with its very first principles, pre 
than six centuries, circumstances, and derive so much authority from ple: 
which excite ridicule for their ab- its unbiassed exercise, that a confor- 4 ve 
surdity, or regret on account of their mity to the rules of Common Sense disc 
injustice, fill and disgrace the annals 1s only another term for propriety o! ter, 
of Europe. The trial by judicial behaviour, and the discharge of eve- lou! 
combat, the various appeals to acci- ry personal and relative obligation. the : 
denta! circumstances for the decision “ After every consideration, how- Dear 
of the most important causes, the ever, of culture and morals, great ltali; 
right of private war, the extravagant differences will still exist in the ap- these 
pretensions of chivalry, the gross and pearances of this power arising from tivati 
complicated impositions of the papal the measure of original endowment. dom 
see, and the ‘unrelenting rigour of Where every circumstance which or br 
the feudal system, are only so many can be supposed to have an influence doler 
outrages on the ordinary judgment is exactly similar, some will be dis- infles 
of mankind to which the Christian tinguished by a masculine and com- afforc 
world were gradually subjugated. prehensive understanding, to which spirit 
‘fo compare these circumstances no exterior advantages can elevate hation 
with the present state of general in- the mass of mankind. With the re- of pap 
formation in all the nations of Chris- collection of a late eminent morallst td b 
-endom, is sufficient without any and philosopher* every idea of €s- @ Which 
comment to illustrate the influence teem and veneration must be awaken- his ch 
which cultivation and refinement ed. Under the guidance ofan untl- ed all 
have on the advancement and opera- valled proportion of this faculty, @ 4ave | 
ions of Common Sense. united with superior literary attall- is in 
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ments, he developed every subject to 
which he approached, threw new and 
important light on the most obscure 
end intricate topics, and formed, by 
his weighty and authoritative deci- 
sions, a distinguished zea in the style 
and criticism and fexicography ef our 
country. He may be considered, in- 
deed, as asingular monument of the 
powers of a strong and enlightened 
judgment. 

“ When the faculty of Common 
Sense, however, has been equally be- 
stowed and similarly cultivated, if its 
general appearances are still diffe- 
rent, a case obvious and important, 
it may, perhaps, be resolved into na- 
tional complexion, that variation 
which arises from the cast of man- 
ners, Climate, or censtitution of man- 
kind. The inhabitants of France 
are, accordingly, seldom strongly 
under its Operation. Actuated by a 
certain vivacity and sprightliness of 
mind, they listen,with little attention, 
to the sober provisions of the judg- 
ment. All is gayety, and pleasure, 
and enjoyment ; while distant evils 
are never suffered to interfere with 
present gtatification. The com- 
plexion of the German places him at 
avery remote distance from this in- 
discriminate alacrity. His charac. 
ter, Slow in unfolding itself, and cau- 
\lous in its progress, presents us with 
ihe same ordinary judgment, under 
hearly Oposite circumstances. The 
lialian is yet different from either of 
these; and, especially since the cul- 
tivation of the arts has declined, sel- 
(om rises to firmuess and decision, 
or breaks the alluring charms of in- 
dolent indulgence. The grave and 
inflexible formality of the Spaniard 
affords us a further modification. A 
spirit of haughtiness and procrasti- 
iation, increased by the utmost rigour 
of papal tyranny, and no longer assist- 
‘d by that ardour for enterprise 
Which once marked and enlivened 
lis character, seems to have oppress- 
td all freedom of thought, and to 
lave lessened, if not extinguished, 
‘'s intellectual importance. Mis- 
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takes will, therefore, arise in esti- 
mating the measure of Common 
Sense, if, in surveying a character, 
something be not allotted to national 
temperament, if we do not recollect 
that the same power of the mind 
will, from this large and inevitable in- 
fusion, present itseif under various 
circumstances of advantage. 

‘¢ Amidst the other nations of Eu- 
rope, however, Great Britain may be 
considered as eminent for the pos- 
session of this faculty. Holding an 
intermediate and felicitous place 
between the versatile talents of one 
people, and the tardy or enervated 
operations of others, our country has 
received, in a degree by far superior 
to any of the adjacent powers, this 
very important endowment. Not that 
we are Ceprived of our full propor- 
tion of splendid and illustrious ta- 
lents; but, having to boast of the 
powers of genius and dis®very, in 
common perhaps with others, in this 
we seem to stand distinguished, that 
the general body of the people pos- 
sess a strong, ordinary capacity of 
judgment, that our inferior orders 
hold a higher rank in intellectual 
excellency than the same orders in 
any other state. Information is more 
widely diffused, moderate and suffi- 
cient Common Sense is more gene- 
rally to be discovered, and its exer- 
cises are more just and considerable 
than in the other nations of Europe. 
For this distinction we are indebted 
to the elevated tone of public morals, 
to our salutary and corrected enjoy. 
ment of political liberty, te the encou- 
rarement which ts afforded to litera- 
ry merit, and the extensive diffusio: 
of religious and general kAowledge. 

* Appeals, therefore, when they 
are fair and honourable, tothe Com- 
mon Sense of this country are usual- 
ly attended with success. When 
particular tribunals are at any time 
led away by mistaken ioformation or 
local prejudices, the general sense 
of the nation seldom fails to discover 
and correct the aberration. ‘To this 


remark few excentions are to he 
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found. It is, indeed, possible, that 
the passions of the people may be 
hastily and improperly excited ; but 
the effervescence is never perma- 
nent. Like the sea, agitated by a 
storm, it soon subsides into its wonted 
state of calmness and tranquillity. 
Oj the truth of this observation, we 
have, of late, had a memorable, and, 
in the event, a most honourable 
proof. During the contest, from 
which it is difficult to say whether 
we are yet disengaged, a very inoi- 
dieus appeal was made, not to the 
judgment and reason, but to the very 
worst passions of the human mind. 
Under the cloak of free investigation, 
a contempt of all authority, human 
and divine, was industriousiy recom- 
mended. The pride, and ambition, 
and avarice of mankind were ad- 
dressed and inflamed. Every artifice 
was employed, and employed with 
malignant diligence, to call off the 
mits of the people from the dictates 
of an unbiassed judgment, to the has- 
ty and alarming rapacities of unbri- 
died licentiousness. Tue sound un- 
derstanding of this country never 
rose with more diynity, than in the 
universal abhorrence which has, at 
length, repressed and overwhelmed 
these base machinations. To its 
salutary influence we are indeed in- 
debted, under the blessing of Preovi- 
dence, for the integrity of our con- 
stitution, the affluence of our resour- 
ces, and the purity of our morals and 
our religion, 

‘Of these just encomiums on our 
country, itis painful to recollect that 
aby points should be found to limit 
the application. But whilst the cruel 
and absurd practice of single eombat 
is still retained from the barbarities 
of the dark ages, and so long as the 
sull more inhuman traffic in slaves* 
continues to dishonour our national 
character, we must acknowledge that 


‘* * This traffic, to the eternal honour 
of the British tame, is now abolished. 
3807.” 


On the Administration of the Eucharist in Scotland. 


[April, 


the influence of reason remains ]a- 
mentably deficient, and that Human. 
ity, not less than Common Sense, js 
wounded by circumstances of deep 
and complicated enormity. 

(To be coutinued.) 


~-——aae- 


Yo the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
I wave read with considerable plea- 
sure the remurks, in your Number 
for February, on Scottish Scenery; 
but was much surprised at the de- 
scription there given of the common 
method of celebrating the Eucharist 
in country piaces. [ have travelled 
mucn in Scotland, and never lost 
the opportunity of attending this or- 
dinance, when it was within the dis- 
tance of a day’s walk; and I can 
truly say, that the service appeared 
calculated to Cause those “ who came 
to scoff” to remain and “ pray.” | 
never beheld more devout attention 
in any congregation than [ have wit- 
nessed on these occasions. Your 
correspondent, who seems in general 
a well-informed traveller, has cer. 
tainly been rather hasty in giving an 
account of what he states himself not 
to have seen. If he should visit 
Scotia again, I recommend him to 
Witness the ceremony for himself, 
and, if possible, forgetting Burns for 
one day, attend with an unprejudiced 
mind.—TI will yield to no man (born 
south of the Tweed) in admiration 
of the Scottish bard ; but every child 
of the North knows, that the poem 
called Holy Fair, from which your 
tourist seems to have drawn his con- 
clusion, is acomplete caricature. 

After many toilsome marches 
among the mountains around Loch 
Lomond, I found myself, one fine 
Sunday morning, at the famous 
Clachan of Aberfoil, Upon asking 
when the service commenced, } 
was told, that in consequence o! 
the sacrament being administered 
at Menteith, the kirk of Aberfoil 
would be closed. I in consequence 
started for Menteith, not without 
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some share of curiosity to witness a 
scene of which I had heard and read 
so much. The nearer | drew to the 
village, the more the road became 
thronged: I walked and conversed 
with many of my fellow-itinerants, 
for the sake of observing their be- 
haviour, which Was not tinctured with 
the slightest degree of levity. I 
found a large congregation assem- 
bled in the kirk-yard, one of the most 
picturesque spots imaginable. The 
people were seated on “ the grey 
stones” which formed “the narrow 
home” of their ancestors. In the 
middle, was placed the portable pul- 
pit used on these occasions. Beyond 
these, 1 viewed the lovely lake of 
Menteith (whose waters washed the 
kirk-yard walls) with its wooded 
island and ruined chape}. The peo- 
ple were seen Winding round the 
Jake, and descending from the moun- 
tains in all directions, in their gay 
tartans, which greatly heightened the 
effect of the scenery. I shall never 
forget what I felt on their singing the 
psalm to one of Scotia’s simple lays. 
The serene sky, the genile ripple of 
the lake, the devout appearance of 
the congregation with no canopy but 
the heavens, joined to produce an ef- 
fect ever to be remembered. With 
what force did a line of Burns’ oc- 
cur ! 


“Compared to this ItaMan trills are tame.” 


Mr, R—— gave us a most impres- 
sive sermon, which was heard with 
the greatest attention ; after which, 
Mr. G—— solemnly addressed the 
audience, on the duty of receiving 
the Lord’s Supper. Those who 
wished to partake of it then left the 
kirk-yard and entered the kirk, 
where it is distributed much in the 
manner of our Dissenters, This 
Was the first time I had witnessed 
this ceremony. I have seen it seve- 
ral times since ; and so far from ob. 
Serving any impropriety of conduct, 
I have been struck with the strict ap- 
pearance of the people. Oh that the 
Christ. Obsery. No. 220. 
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English were like them in the obser- 
vance of the S.bbath ! 

If you should receive no other 
communication on the subject, I 
hope your love of truth will induce 
you to insert these remarks of 

AN OBSERVER. 


oe 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
Tue plan recommended by a corres- 
pondent, in your Number for last 
November, for young clergymen “to 
devote a regular time in private to 
weigh the critical import of each 
prayer, and the proper mode of pre- 
senting that import to the heurer,” 
was adopted by the writer of this ar- 
ticle soon after he was in orders. He 
was Jed to this from the conscious 
want of ability to excite in his con- 
gregation that feeling and attention 
which he wished, when he read the 
prayers. He was, from the first, 
deeply impressed with the great im- 
portance and responsibility of his of. 
fice. This gave a seriousness to his 
manner in -ll his ministrations ; but 
it was accompanied with such detects 
in articulation and inflection of the 
voice, as made all appear unnatural. 
He found that a good intention, se- 
rious mind, and even an ability to 
read with propriety In private, would 
not alone enable him to discharge his 
public duty of reading in the church, 
so as to assist rather than interrupt 
the devotion of his congregation. 
Defects which were scarcely dis- 
cernible in private reading, were 
most glaring when the voice was 
raised high enough to be heard by a 
large assembly. He endeavoured to 
remove his defects by studying such 
books as are commonly recommend- 
ed. By following these implicitly, 
he saw a danger of falling into the 
error of those who, considering them- 
selves good readers, do not fail, by 
their voice and manner, to let others 
discover what they think on the sub- 
ject. He had experienced some of 
the bad effects which the appearance 
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of display had upon his own mind 
when a hearer. Anxious to over- 
come his defects, without falling into 
the error just alluded to, he deter- 
mined to adhere to this plain rule: 
Zo aim at no excellences, but endeae 
vour, at all times, to avoid faults. 

He found a distinct articulation to 
be of the greatest importance. A 
weak voice, with distinct articula 
tion, will be much better heard than 
one which is powerful without it. 
Some attention should also be given 
to the naturally tremulous voice in 
supplication ; but great care should 
be taken not to fall into a whining 
tone. A distinct, but slightly tremu- 
lous, articulation seems to be the 
natural voice of prayer. 

Though he may have derived some 
assistance from varieus works on the 
subject of elocution, he has received 
the most useful information from a 
particular attention to the grammatl- 
cal construction of the sentences in 
the Liturgy. 

EPSILON. 
Little H———d Vicarage. 
ae 
To the Editor of the Christian Observer, 

I am the clergyman of a country 
parish, and have met with conside- 
rable censure, aS a Puritan and level- 
ler, for not reading the occasional 
service appointed for the 30th Janua- 
ry, which this year happened on a 
Sunday. Whether right or wrong, 
{ certainly did omit that service this 
year, because the Rubric says, “ If 
this day shall happen to be Sunday, 
this form of prayer shall be used and 
the fast kept the next day following.” 
TI am aware that Wheatley construes 
the meaning of this clause different- 
ly, but Wheatley’s authority is dis- 
putable ; and certainly, the obvious 
and erammatical rendering of the 
passave contradicts his sense of it. 
I shall, however, feel obliged to any 
of your correspondents who would 
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favour me with a Correct interpreta- 
tion of this rubric. H. G. 
—_—_o 
To the FB litor of the Christian Observer, 
A constant reader of your miscel- 
lany would feel greatly obliged to 
any of your correspondents, who has 
studied the subject of prophecy, if 
he would communicate, through the 
medium of the Christian Observer, 
a copy of tne document of the Jus- 
tinian code, styling the pope univer. 
sal bishop, or caput omnium ecclesia- 
rum ; also, the decree of Phocas, es- 
tablishing the supremacy of the bi- 
shop of Rome in 606; and also, the 
decree which granted the exarchate 
of Ravenna to the papal estate,. about 
the year 739. W. 
nition 
To the Editor of the Cliristian Observer. 

THE case of conscience, mentioned 
by S. R. X. in your Number for 
February, respecting a_ prisoner’s 
pleading “ not guilty,”’ is thus solved 
by Bishop Taylor, in his “ Ductor 
Dubitantium.” 

“ Itis not lawful for a guilty per- 
son to say, not guilty, when he is 
justly interrogated. Christianum non 
mentirt etiamsi moriatur ex tormeniisy 
said Clemens Aiexandrinus; ‘A 
Christian will not lie, though to es- 
cape death with torments :’ for the 
law says, Zhou shalt not kill ; andthe 
law says, Zhou eghalt not die: but the 
law itself doth sometimes kill, but 
the law does never lie. For although 
it be said that no man is bound to ac- 
cuse himself, and indeed the laws of 
man do not tie him to do it, yet this 
hinders not the conclusion in this 
case; for, in the present case; 
the man is accused already, and 
he is not called to be his own accu- 
ser, but to confess the fact if he be 
justly accused by the law ; for why 
does the judge ask, but to be answer- 
ed truly! For there being three ways 
in law of proceeding to definitive 
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sentence: 1. The notoriety of the 
fact; 2. The conviction by witnes- 
ses; 3. The confession of the party : 
in the destitution of the first, to pre- 
vent the trouble of the second, the 
law interrogates concerning the 


third; and it is as in the case of 


Joshua and Achan, *My son, give 
elory unto the Lord, and confess thy 
fuult.” Tt is true, it is a favourable 
case ; and when a man’s life ts at 
stake, he hath brought himse!f into 
an evil necessity : but there is no 
excusing of a false denial, but it is 
certainly criminal, and nothing can 
excuse it, unless the law should give 
io such persons to Say what they 
would, which cannot be supposed in 
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any good government; for then, 
trials of criminal causes between the 
judge and the thief would be like a 
match at fencing, and it is infinitely 
confuted by those laws, which use to 
examine by scourgings and tor- 
ments ; which whether it be lawiul 
or unlawful | do not here determine, 
but I affirm to be a great testimony, 
that laws do not love to be played 
withal, but, when they ask soberly, 
intend to be answered truly.’ (Book 
iil. chap. 11.) 

The question, however, still re- 
mains open, how far it is wise, or 
expedient, or humane, to reduce a 
prisoner to this alternative. 

JURISCONSULTUS. 


| 


REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


lournal of a Visit to South Africa, in 
1815 and 1816, wth some Account 
of the Missionary Settlements of the 
United Brethren, near the Cafe of 
Good Fiofe. By the Rev. C. I. 
LarroBe. London: Seely. 1818, 
4to. pp. vil. and 406. 


WE must not enter upon our exami. 
nation of the volume before us, with- 
out offering an apology both to our 
readers and to the author: to our 
readers, for not introducing them 
earlier to a work of such real inte- 
rest—and to the author, for not thank- 
ing him for labours so well calculated 
for the public amusement and_ in- 
struction, Our regret, however, for 
not sooner discharging our critical 
duty, is lesseiied by the considera- 
lion, that our delay will enable us 
to view the mission to which this 
work chiefly relates, under its pre- 
sent altered circumstances; and to 
plead its cause with the Christian 
public in a season of peculiar exi- 
gency. Atall events, having thus 
offered our amende to all the parties 
concerned, we will not add to our 


offence by any longer detaining our 
readers from the work itself. 

The Directorsofthe Missions of the 
United Brethren, or Moravians, hav- 
ing been often requested by the mis. 
sionaries at Gnadenthal and Groene- 
klool, at the Cape of Good Hope, to 
send one of their body to visit these 
settlements, they wisely fixed upon 
the author of this work. In addi- 
tion to the duty ofinspecting the old 
missionary establishments, it was the 
object of the author to comply with 
the wish of the government at the 
Cape, in forming a third missionary 
settlement in those quarters, ‘ | 
ventured,” he remarks, “ to accept 
the call, in reliance on the help of 
God, to whose service I count it 
the greatest favour, honour, and plea- 
sure, to be enabled to devote all! the 
powers of soul and body ; comforted 
by the conviction, that, in all things 
‘our sufficiency is of God.’”? This 
volume contains his journal, written 
in the spirit of the above passage, 
and addressed particularly to his 
own children. 

Our possessions at the Cape, inde-« 
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pendentiy of their commercial value, missionaries who systematically com- ir 
begin to assume peculiarimportance bined useful labour with spiritual fi 
in the eyes of every friend of his instruction ; and who moreover, far E 
counry, from the fiberal and judi- from being betrayed by this practical ay 
cious desire at presentmanifested by spirit intoa neglect of doctrine, have, W 
rovernament, to promote colonization beyond all teachers, exhibited the ot 
In those quarters. They include a doctrines of the Cross to the heathen cl 
territory of considerabie extent, con- in their scriptural simplicity. As pl 
: taining several ridges of high moun- preachers, they have laboured assi- a 
- tains, and barren tracts of land, di- duously to preach “ Jesus Christ and in 
ne versified by fine valleys and pasture him crucified.’ As agriculturalists hi 
‘ee. erounds. ‘The only town of conside- and artisans, they have won the ad- of 
“’ ration is Cape Town, contiguous to miration of the surrounding heathen, Al 
na Table Bay. The original inhabitants by their paticat Industry and superior do 
a of the country, the Hottentots, are skill. We cannot resist the tempta- ha 
Pip chiefly a pastoral tribe, and conse- tion to Insert here, an extract from the 
oq quently lead a roving life; neither Barrow’s travels in southern Africa, be: 
Mg planting nor cultivating the ground. which may be considered as giving pre 
Pelee Tiey appear to have no Divine wor- the estimate of a compctent and un- eve 
ie, ship; though many of them scem to prejudiced observer of the efficiency sec 
14 y have a vague notion of the existence of Moravian labours in that deserted thi: 
Se of some governing Spirit, who, as corner of the world. We are the | . 
Rese far as he is acknowledged, is an ob- more anxious to do this, becanse we cee 
rie ject of terror, In their savage state, huveadesign, inthe endof this paper, : SOC 
tH this people appear to occupy one of to press a consideration of the wants ten! 
il f the lowest points in the scale of hu- and claims of these exceilent pcople Inc! 
a man existence. Butthose brought on the consciences of our readers. hut 
ran under the softening and illuminating Mr. Barrow writes as follows :—~ €ac 
Fi influence of the Gospel have rapidly Early in the morning, [ was awa- i of 
tae imp: oved, both in the powers of their kened by the notse of some of the The 
hua mind and the dispositions of their finest voices I had ever heard ; and, clet 
Aye heart. The Bosjemansand Caffrees on looking out, saw a group of fe- the 
ah) are two other beathen tribes who ine male LTlottentots§ sitting on the chy 
ae habit d:fferent parts of that country ; ground. it was Sunday, and they dens 
ae butas fewer efforts, and with less suc- had assembled thus early to chaunt hi-: 
a cess, have been made to renderthem the morning hymn. They were all hu 
acquainted with Christianity, less neatly dressed in printed cotton B Hor 
judgement can be formed of theirreal gowns: a sight so very different from res 
character or probable advancement. what we had hitherto been in the libo 
On the whole, however, it may be habit cf observing, with regard to War 
affirmed, that no country perhaps this unhappy ciass of beings, could by ul 
xhibits more unquestionable evi- not fail of being grateful; and at the heig 
dence of the bencficial results of same time it excited a degree of cu- Mat 
Christian labours, cenducted in a_ riosity, as to the nature of the estab- Poul 
Christian spirit, than southern Afti- lishment. The good fathers, who lo s 
ca. In casting our eye over the his- were threein number, were we'!l dis- and 
tory of the Moravian Missions, we posed to satisfy every question put to and ¢ 
have been delighted tosee the circle them. They were men of the mid- to tl 
of light and joy widening so rapidly dle age, plain and decent in their Bavii 
around the simple minister of the dress, cleanly in their persons, and muc 
Gospel. It is a fact never to be for- of modest manners, meck and hum- triou 
rotten, with regard to the United ble in their deportment, but intelll- the c 
Brethren, that they were the first gentand lively inconversation,zealous a 
alten 








1820.] 


in the cause of their mission, but 
free from bigotry or enthusiasm. 
Every thing about the place partook 
of that neatness and simplicity which 
were the strongest features in the 
gutline of their character. The 
church they had constructed was a 
plain neat building; their mill for 
grinding Corn was superior to any 
in the colony; their garden was in 
high order, and produced abundance 
of veyetables for the use of the table. 
Almost every thing that had been 
done was by the labour of their own 
hands. Agreeably to the rules of 
the society of which they were mem- 
bers, each had learned some useful 
profession. One was weil skilled in 
every branch of smith’s wotk, the 
second was a shoemaker, and the 
third a taylor. 

“These missionaries have suc- 
ceeded in bringin, together into one 
society, more than six hundred Hot. 
tentots; and their numbers are daily 
increasing. These live in small 
huts, dispersed over the valley; to 
each of which was attached a piece 
of ground, for ralsing vegetables. 
Those who had first joined the so- 
clety had the choicest situations at 
the upper end of the valley, near the 
church, and their houses and gar- 
dens were very neat and comforta- 
bh: numbers of the poor in Engiand 
nu: so good, and few better. Those 
Hottentots who chose to learn their 
respective trades were paid for their 
libour as soon as they could earn 
wares. Soine hired themselves out 
by the week, menth, or year, to the 
heighhouring peasantry; others made 
ats and brooms for sale; some bred 
Poultry ; and others found means 
lo subsist by their cattle, sheep, 
and horses. Many of the women 
and children of soldiers, belonging 
to the Hottentot corps, reside at 
Bavian’s Kloof, where they are 
much more likely to acquire indus- 
trious habits than by remaining in 
the Camp. 

‘On Sunday, they ail regularly 
attend Divine service; and it is as- 
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tonishing how ambitious they are to 
appear at church neatandclean. Ot 
the three bundred, or thereabout, 
that composed the congregation, 
about half were dressed in coarse 
printed cottons, and the other halfin 
the ancient sheepskin dresses; and 
it appeared, on inquiry, that the for- 
mer were the first that bad been 
brought within the pale of the church, 
—a proof that their circumstances, 
at least, had suffered nothing from 
their change of life. Persuasion and 
example had convinced them, that 
cleanliness in their persons not only 
added much to the comlorts of life, 
but was one of the greatest preser- 
vatives of health; and that the little 
trifle of money they had to spare, 
was much better employed in pro- 
curing decent covering for the body. 
than in the purchase of spirits and 
tobacco,—articles, so far from being 
necessaries, that they might justly 
be considered as the most pernicious 
evils. The deportment of the Hat- 
tentot congregation, during Divine 
service, was tru'y devout. The dis- 
course delivered by one of the fa- 
thers was short, but replete with 
good sense; palhetic and well suit- 
ed to the occasion: tears flowed 
abundantly from the eyes of those to 
whom it was particularly addressed, 
The females sung in a style that Was 
plaintive and affecting, and their 
voices were in general sweet and 
harmonious.”—Barrow’s Travels in 
Southern Africa, 1797, 1798. 

Such is the testimony of Mr. Bar. 
row, Like evidence might be col- 
lected from Lichtenstein, from the 
Journals of the House of Commons 
in the evidence given before the 
Committee for the Slave Trade in 
1789, and many other important au- 
thorities, Bot we must hasten to 
the work before us. 

To this interesting portion of the 
globe, our author set sail Oct. |}. 
1815. The following passage ar- 
rests us In his earliest pages; and 
we extract it aS a good vade mecum 
for vovagers. 
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“Oct. Gth. Though we had all pretty 
well recovered from sea-sickness, yet with 
me it left behind a total want of appetite, 
which, during the whole voyage, prevented 
my partaking of much food. But though, 
after some time, 1 felt myself weakened in 
body by such abstinence, I parily ascribe 
to it that degree of liveliness which I pre- 
served in my mind, and the pleasure 1 took 
in being constantly occupred with reading 
er writing. It was not till after this day, 
ihat we could make some regular arrange- 
ment as to family worship, most of us hav- 
ing been hitherto too often confined to our 
cabins, to allow of our meeting together. 
From this time, immediately after break- 
fast, we read the portions of Scripture ap- 
pointed in our church for each day, and 
sang sume verses in connexion with their 
contents, offering up praise aid prayer to 
Him, ‘whose eyes run to and tro through. 
out the whole earth, to show Himself strong 
ithe bebaifofthem whose heart is per- 
fect towards Him.’ Every evening we met 
for the same purpose, and on festivals and 
memorial davs, called to mind our fellow. 
ship with our brethren at home and abroad, 
by a short address delivered to the com. 
runy on the subject of commemoration, 
Resides the daily worship, we met regularly 

in Sundays about ten o’clock in the morn. 
‘ng, when we read the Litany, and heard a 
discourse either read or delivered by a 
miesionary, with suitable hymns, as usual 
"9 our congregations. On these occasions, 
our hearts were often filled with renewed 
comfort and confidence ; and we may truly 
near witness to the fulfilment of our Sa- 
viour’s gracious promise given unto his 
‘disciples, and to allthem, ‘who, through 
their werd, should believe on Him,? that 
‘where two or three are met in His name, 
He will be in the midst of them, even unto 
the end of the world” And not only when 
thus assembled, but when we entered into 
eur closets and directed our prayers and 
supplications to our heavenly Father in 
secret, we experienced of a truth, that His 
mercies are not confined to time and place 
and form, but that Hie hears and answers 
atl, who, in every place, and under any 
circumstances, call upon and worship him 
insincerity and truth. We not only met 
with no interruption from the captain, the 
crew, and our fellow-passengers, but rather 
with every degree of attention and indul- 
gence ; hor were we ever prevented by the 
state of the weather from regularly attend- 
ing to the daily service,’—pp. 2—4. 
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On the 24th of December, the au- 
thor landed at Cape Town, and im. 
mediately entered on the task com- 
mitted to him, by calling on the va. 
riousofflicers of yovernment, to whom 
he had introductions, and whose 
countenance he conceived of impor- 
tance to the interests of the mission. 

The missions of the Moravians in 
South Africa are confined to three 
stations :—Gnadenthal, Groenekloof, 
and one formed in consequence of 
Mr, Latrobe’s expedition, on the 
Witte Revier, but recently destroyed 
by the Caffrees. 

Gnadenthal] is the oldest of these 
settlements. It occupies about four 
thousand acres, and. though when 
the missionaries atrived there it was 
a wilderness, is now ina hich state 
of cultivation. It has a church, a 
school-house, a smithy or forge, with 
a manufactory for all sorts of cutlery, 
a water-milj, carpenter’s shops &c. 
&c. and about two bundred and fifty 
cottages, with gardens, for the Hot- 
tentot inhabitants. Almost every fa- 
mily in the colony has a comfortable 
habitation, and a fruitful garden; and 
is, morcover, decently clothed. 

Groenekloof is the name of the 
other large settlement, which is about 
thirty miles to the north of Cape 
Town, and was presented to the Mo- 
ravian Missionaries of Gnadenthal, 
in 1808, by the permission of the 
government «at home, through the 
hands of Earl Caledon, then gover- 
norofthe Cape. It consists of seve- 
ral farms, formerly in possession of 
the Dutch Company. 

On the 29th of December, we find 
our author on his way to Groene- 
kloof. The following account of the 
approach to this settlement is very 

interesting. 


« Being about an hour’s drive from the 
settlement, we discerned at some eon 
a group of Hottentots, men, women, ane 
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children, who had come outto meet us, 
with the missionary, brother Fritsch, stand- 
ing on a small rising ground near the road: 
As soon as the wagons had reached the 
spot, we alighted, and were welcomed by 
the Hottentots, who joined in singing that 
hymn, ‘ Now let us praise the Lord,’ &c. 


‘*To describe our feelings on this oc- 
casion is not in the power of words. The 
various subjects for reflection, which rush- 
ed upon my mind at once, on seeing this 
company, lately a scattered race of wretch- 
ed, ignorant, and wicked heathen, but now 
brought together as a people of God, among 
whom His word dweils daily and richly, 
made me inwardly exclaim, * Where is the 
wisdom of the wise! where is the dispu- 
ter of this world! and the visionary theo- 
rist! Here is proof by facts, that ‘the 
Word of the Cross is the power of God 
unto salvation to all them that believe.’ 
Here is seen the effect produced by the 
preaching of the Gospel of a crucified Sa- 
viour, unadorned and unaided by human 
eloquence ! I was greatly affected beyond 
the power of utterance, and we alli stood in 
silent devotion, listening to the sweet 
voices, Which formed the delightful chorus. 
We shook hands with all of them, old and 
young ; while, inthe most affectionate and 
humble manner, they expressed their joy 
atour arrival. The whole precession now 
moved forward, some of the Hottentot 
women in an open bullock-wagon, which 
they had brought with them ; the rest, with 
the men, partly on horseback and partly on 
foot. Vhe settlement is seen like a fruit- 
lul field in the midst of a desert, and the 
toad to the missionaries’ houses lies through 
a small poplar wood. About five P. M. 
We arrived at the dwelling-house, and met 
with a most cordial welcome from another 
party of Hottentots, who had assembled at 
thedoor, and expressed their gratitude, 
tat God had again sent teachers to them, 
by singing several verses, and by unaffect- 
eddeclarations of their joy.” pp. 40, 41. 


Nor will our readers be Jess pleas- 
ed with Mr. Latrobe’s account of 
the mode of celebrating New-year’s- 
day, 


“At ten o’clock, public service was held, 
‘S usual on New-year’s-day. I counted 
‘¢ hundred and seventy Hottentots pre- 
ent. Brother Schmidt delivered a power- 
‘tl discourse on the name of Jesus, The 
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attention of the auditory was such, that not 
one turned his eye off the preacher, but 
they all seemed as if they would eat his 
words. After the sermon, a child was 
baptized. I was much struck with the 
solemn manner in which the parents are 
always previously asked, in presence of 
the whole congregation, whether it is their 
intention to educate the child, now to be 
baptized, in the fear and admonition of the 
Lord, and to devote it from its infancy to 
Him alone, as His redeemed property. 
Their answer in the affirmative is general- 
ly given with an expression of great sin- 
cerity and earnestness. During the whole 
day, parties of Hottentots came to wish 
their teachersa happy New-year. Lehrer, 
ov teachers, is the name they generally give 
to the missionaries. 


‘© In the evening, some of us went into 
the settlement, and visited several families. 
The cottages are of different dimensions, 
materials, and workmanship. Some of the 
inhabitants are building houses with stone 
walis, which by degrees will become more 
general. In one house where the people 
were very neatly dressed, we were treated 
with a pie, usual'y baked by them for the 
New-year. It tasted well, and they were 
much pleased to see us partake of their 
humble meal.”’ p, 45. 


The following is an account ofthe 
baptism of adults. 


“ Adults are baptized in a public mect- 
ing on Sundays and festival-days, in the 
afternoon. ‘The candidates appear decent- 
ly dressed in white clothes. A hymn be- 
ing sung, and a suitable discourse deliver- 
ed, a vessel, covered with a white cloth, 
containing the water, with a small basin or 
laver in it, is placed before the candidate. 
The liturgy, prescribed to be used at the 
baptism of adults from among the heathen, 
is then read; and the questions, therein 
contained, being put to the candidates and 
answered, a prayer is offered up, after 
which the baptism takes place. The can- 
didate kneeling and bending forward, the 
water is three times poured upon his head 
with the bason or laver, at the words, ¢ in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost,’ when if there are 
more to be baptized, the vessel being re- 
moved from one to the other by the chapel- 
servant, the missionary proceeds to the 
next, assisted by other ordained brethren, 
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ifa larger number require it. The whole 
congregation then kneeling down, a doxo- 
logy is sung, and the service concluded, by 
proncancing the blessing: after which the 
newly-bapiized come to the missionaries 
into the vestry, and are exhorted to faithful- 
ness and constancy in the performance of 
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pose on these rough roads, the way of the 
Hottentots is to tack down abill. To a 
traveller not accustomed to it, it appears 
rather dangerous to be driving amony the 
heath, high bushes, mole-hills, and ants’ 
nests, where in England there would be a 
certainty of oversetting, especially in turn. 


[ April, 


eS 


ing so suddenly as these people do. But 
they guide fourteen or sixteen oxen with 
the greatest skill; andthe length of the 
wagons, yielding to the unevenness of the 
road, keeps them upright, notwithstanding 
the violent jolting experienced by the tra- 


their baptismal vow. They are likewise 
taught to know and pronounce the names 
given tothem. Their gratitude and com- 
puociion of heart, on these solemn ‘cca- 
sions, are generally expressed more by 
tears than words,” p. 49, 


ae 


bs 


as 


‘ > 

= y - Be a 
as 
= 

7 








at vellers.” p. 58. | 
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is ih The author having finished, for wae 
a the present, his business at Groene- His _ description of the first ap- , 
ie kioot, determined to proceed with- proach to Gnadenthal must, espe- b 
Prt out deluy to Gnadenthal, the earliest cially if the reader could turn his eye 
i * of the missionary establishments in at the same moment to the pleasing . 
o£: these quarters; and, to this end, sketch which is designed to illustrate 
Pyne made the best ef his way to Cape it, delight every humane mind. 8 
* ' Town. We were happy to peruse 7 
“Ta the following observations. « Gnadenthal lies about an English mile ec 
a from the tord; an«{ as we drew nearer, the m. 
6] snent the afternoon with the Reve- number’ of those whe came esate us a 
rend Mr. Hesse, whoshewed me the church ity? goa Sie ' a penne oc 
congregation inths place. Itisbutoflate —*. it Phe ie ss Reagent e ae or 
a ee ee ee oe i me ont pel paiinen aca ‘ 
Lutherans to have an establishment atthe 2. —. 2 : i ona Bins 
Cape. The spirit of toleration, introduced erase be — ae Ths 
with the Engish government, has now set citiaiietias — foun 
ra atmos. Faas pl guapanns anol ‘Little do I now wonder at the rapture Brot 
to their honour, that, though a small con- wits which ate place is spoken of by to th 
gregution, and not rich, they have made a nniiian. wine she ene dreary, her. 
most comfortable provision for their minis- satis pene ae rig me @ main 
sm nape te ng ak oe ” aba * ‘screen them from the scorching rays of the ess | 
vandsome church and parsonage-house. tats i 
Mr. Hesse’s garden is filled with a great -e — acon st Mean tgp Pi 
ee at eee ee hee See ee, wild, neon sd vena fruitful and inviting, verne 
as . and other southern by mt persevering diligence and energy of 
a few plain, pious, sensible, and judicious TI 
men, who came hither, not seeking thei’ § Deap- 
The author’s account of his jour- own profit, but that of the most despised of siona: 
ney to Gnadenthal is very evtertain. mer yr aries: — — mage eh B in 17 
ing, and our young readers, at least, OP h:59 and glory above, taught them those | Th 
will thank us for the few sentences things, which have wit even their earthly B® brie 
in which he describes the mode of qwelling comparatively a kind of paradise, at Gn 
travelling. and changed filth and misery into comfort 
and peace. Ww, 
‘}Tf we were impatient to reach the end aed Which 
of our journey, our oxen seemed more so, “The missionaries and their wives "4 time th 
for on being again yoked to the wagon, ceived us withthe greatest kindness e read th 
the Hottentots could hardly keep them hospitality, while a fresh company wai the da 
from going off in a wild gallop. They al- Hottentots, standing under some ores hymns 
most ran over the boys who led the fore- able and wide-spreading oaks, W rf any othe 
most. As the shaft-oxen cannot keep a overshadow the conrt, welcomed U8 iv dish of 
wagon back on a steep descent, and a singing a hymn, and by every “ enith fast ig 
drag-chain does not always answer the pur- affectionate regard. We jome . Chri 
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our “whole hearts in their thanksgivings 
to God our Preserver, for the numberless 
favours received at His hands throughout 
the whole of our travels by land and sea.” 


p. 99. 


Gnadenthal is about 120 miles to 
the east of Cape Town. The first 
settlement in this place was made by 
a Moravian of the name of Schmidt, 
in 1737, who, after enduring many 
hardships, and labouring with some 
partial success, both in civilizing and 
Christianizing the Hottentots, in his 
neighbourhood, came back to Europe 
for fresh powers, and was prevented 
by the Dutch government from re- 
turning to the Cape. In 1792 how- 
ever, fresh permission was given (to 
the United Brethren to send out mis- 
sionaries, of which they gladly avail- 
ef themselves; and three of their 
missionaries landed and immediately 
sought out the dwelling of George 
Schmidt. The following account is 
given of their proceedings. 


“In 1792, when the three missionaries, 
Henry Marsveld, Daniel Schwinn, and 
Jubn Christian Kuehnel, came hither, they 
found an old woman, Helena, baptized by 
Brother Schmidt, still alive, who delivered 
to them the New Testament he had given 
ber. But few vestiges of his dwelling re- 
mained. The place wasa perfect wilder- 
ness: at present thirteen hundred Hotten- 
tots inhabit the village. ‘The name Gna- 
denthal was given to it by the Dutch Go- 
verner Jansen.” p. 61. 


They found also a wide-spreading 
pear-tree planted by their first mis- 
sionary ; and it served the Brethren, 
in 1792, for a school and a church. 

The author gives us, in page 66, 
abrief journal of a missionary day 
at Gnadenthal. 


“We rose at the first sound of the bell, 
Which rings at half-past five. At that 
time the family meet in the dining-room, 
tead the texts of Scripture appointed for 
the day, sing some verses generally out of 
hymns connected with their contents, or 
any other morning hymn, and then take a 
dish of coffee ; but what they call break- 
‘ast is not ready till eight o’clock, and is 
Christ. Observ. No. 220 
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more like aluncheon. Very little time is 
spent at their meals. Between twelve and 
one they dine; drink tea or coffee at two ; 
sup between six and seven, and go to the 
church at eight, when the whole congrega- 
tion meet for evening worship. Every day, 
however, has its regular meetings for ove 
or other division of the congregation, for 
instruction in the Christian doctrines. ‘The 
schools are held im the forenvon for the 
boys, and in the afternoon for the girls.” 


Those who are acquainted with 
Mr. Latrobe's musical compositions, 
or Collections, wiil understand the 
interest with which he penned the 
following passage. 


“To-day I heard with much pleasure a 
party of men and women, employed as 
day-labourers in the missionaries’ garden, 
both before and after their meal, which 
they enjoyed in the shade of the grove, 
most melodiously singing a verse by way 
of a geace. One of the women sung « 
correct second, and very sweetly performed 
that figure in music, called Ketardation, 
from which I judge that dissonants are 
not the invention of art, but the produc- 
tion of nature. Nothing would be more 
easy than to form a chorus of the most de- 
lightful voices, in four parts, from amony 
this smooth-throated nation.” pp. 68, 69. 


The following account of the in- 
ternal regulations of the mission, will 
be interesting to all who may be oc- 
cupied in promoting the progress of 
religion at home or abroad. 


‘‘ Before I proceed in my narrative, it 
may be proper to give an account of some 
of the internal regulations of the missionary 
settlements of the United Brethren, which 
are the same in every country, The Gos- 
pel is preached to all heathen, to whom 
the missionaries can gain access ; and every 
one is invited to be reconciled-to God, 
through the atonement made by Jesus 
Christ. Besides the public testimony of 
the Gospel, the missionaries are diligently 
employed in visiting and conversing with 
the heathen in their dwellings. If any 
come to the missionaries for further in- 
struction, giving in their names, they are 
called New People, and special attention is 
paid tothem. If their subsequent conduct 
proves their sincerity, and they desire ta 
be initiated into the Christian church by 
holy baptism, they are considered as cand, 
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dates for baptism, and, after previous in- 
struction, and a convenient time of proba- 
tion, baptized. In admitting them to the 
holy communion, they are first permitted 
to be once present as spectators, and called 
Candidates for the Communion ; and, after 
some time, become communicants. Each 
of these divisions has separate meetings, 
in which they are instrucied in all things 
relating to a godly life and walk. Separate 
meetings are als: held with other divisions 
of the congregation ; with the children, 
the single inen, the single women, the mar- 
ried people, the widowers, and widows, in 
which the admonitions and precepts given 
in the holy Scriptures for each state of life 
are inculcated. Every member of the con- 
gregation is expected to come, at stated 
seasons, to converse with the missionaries ; 
the men with a missionary, and the women 
with bis wite; by which a more perfect 
knowledge of the individuals ts gained, and 
an opportunity afforded to each, to request 
and receive special advice. From among 
the most approved of the people of both 
sexes, assistants are appointed in large con- 
gregations, who visit the sick, make re- 
ports to the missionaries, and help to 
maintain order. Others are employed as 
chapel servants, who take their turn in at- 


tendance.” p. 72. 


Thus also his statement with re- 
eard tothe celebration of the Lord’s 


Supper :— 


«But to return to the celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper—The devotion and fervour, 
with which the Hottentots present attend. 
ed to the service, and received the sacred 
elements, were peculiarly striking to my 
mind. Their singing was melodious, but 
rather too soft. I was told in apology, that 
not all of them were acquainted with the 
hymns sung by the minister who officiated. 
A post-communion followed, for such as 
had been necessarily prevented from at- 
tending before, by family duties, watching, 
or other hindrances. I retired to my room, 
rather overwhelmed by the feelings and 
reflections of my mind, and with a heart 
filled with thankfulness to God our Saviour, 
for such a manifestation of his power and 
grace, as [ had just witnessed. [t may ap- 
pear like enthusiasm, but I asked no longer, 
‘Am I really and bodily in Gnacenthal ?? 
but, ‘Am I yet on earth?’” p. 75, 
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No man concerned for the welfare 
of souls, will dispute the truth or 
value of the following sentences. 


** In the evening, the liturgy, or hymn, 
treating of our Saviour’s sufferings, ap. 
pointed in our church for Friday evenings 
worship, was sung in a spirit of humble 
thankfulness for our redemption. This js 
the grand subject, which bas proved the 
means of conversion, civilization, and hap. 
piness in time and eternity, to believers 
of every tribe and nation. May it be and 
remain our constant theme, in spite of 
either a deriding world, or the vain con- 
ceits and specious arguments of such as 
pretend to superior insight, and think that 
they have fiund something higher and more 
effectual!” p. 81. 


We have, soon after this, a very 
interesting account of a journey of 
the author’s to Groenekloof; of which 
we regret that we have not space suf- 
ficient to transcribe the details, On 
the 10th of February he arrived once 
more at that settlement, Our rea- 
ders may wish, however, to know 
how the half-animal Hottentots, as 
they have been called, received him. 
Let them then read the following 
passage. 


*¢ Soon after fourinthe morning, I heard 
the sweet sound of Hottentot voices, sing- 
ing a hymn in the hall before my chamber- 
door. It reminded me, that this day was 
my birth-day, which had been mentioned 
to them by some of the missionaries. I 
was struck and affected by this mark of 
their regard: nor was their mode of ex- 
pressing it confined to a morning-song. 
They had dressed out my chair, at the 
common table, with branches of oak and 
laurel; and Sister Schmidt’s school-chil- 
dren, in order not to be behind in their 
kind offices, having begged their mistress 
to mark ona large white muslin handker- 
chief, some English words expressive © 
their good will towards me, they managed 
to embroider them with a species of cree- 
per called cat’s-thorn, and fastened the 
muslin in front of a table, covered with @ 
white cloth, and decorated with festoons 
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of cat’s-thorn, and field-flowers. On the 
table stood five Jarge bouquets, in glasses. 
The whole arrangement did credit to their 
taste, for Sister Schmidt had left it entirely 
to their own invention. This table I found 
placed in my room, on retursing from my 
morning’s walk. The words were; * May 
success crown every action.’ 


‘* Recapitulating, within my own heart, 
the undeserved mercies of God my Saviour, 
experienced during the year past, I felt par- 
ticularly grateful for the favour conferred 
upon me, to behvld with my own eyes, and 
hear with my own ears, what He has 
wrought in this distant land for the accom- 
plishment of his thoughts of peace towards 
the Gentile world. To serve such acause, 
shall, by his enabling grace, be my heart’s 
delight, during the remainder of my earthly 
pilgrimage.” p. 101. 


The author next visited Cape 
Town; and on the 21st we find him 
again on his way to Gnadenthal, 
where he immediately began to pre- 
pare for his journey into the interior. 

The object of this journey was to 
fix upon a spot for the establishment 
of a third missionary settlement ; 
and most of the remaining part of the 
yolume is occupied with the journal 
of this expedition. We should have 
been sincerely happy, if our space 
had allowed us, to follow the author, 
step by step, through his interest- 
ing tour. We apprehend that no 
account, equally full, accurate, and 
important, exists of the interior of 
the Cape. Indeed, the works re- 
specting that country, which have 
been issued with such profusion, 
within the last year, to satisfy the 
Public curiosity, at a moment when 
such numbers of our population have 
been meditating an expatriation in 
those quarters, have been of a very 
catchnhenny kind. And we are dis- 
Posed to think that to this work of 
Mr. Latrobe the emigrant must 
chiefly resort for such details as may 
send him a well furnished traveller 
to his new home. Nor should this 

property of the volume be undervalu- 
ed. The case of America may teach 
1s the extreme difficulty of collect- 
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ing precise information from a dis- 
tance, especially where party motives 
come in to colour the narrative. 
Different writers, following the im- 
pulse of taste, interest, or political 
feeling, have transmitted to us ace 
counts of the western world so wide- 
ly different, or rather so obstinately 
repugnant to each other, that blot 
out the names, and the reader would 
be likely to attribute the various ac- 
counts rather to two antipodal nations 
than to the same country. It is not 
the only mischief ef this species of 
inaccuracy that individuals are gross- 
ly misled in the expectations with 
which they embark for the American 
continent. If certain * patriots,” 
spurning at the very embarrassing 
restraints of law and civilization, have 
puffed up their compatriots with false 
expectances, and lulled them into 
golden dreams, the vilifiers and tra- 
ducers of America have not been 
less mischievous. It is with deep 
regret that we perceive men of in- 
telligence allowing themselves to 
speak of that continent as though the 
soil were a universal swamp,and the 
people more detestable than the soil. 
Surely it is unworthy of a great na- 
tion either to fancy faults where they 
do not exist, or to blazon them 
where they do. America, doubtless, 
has some bad soil, and many vulgar, 
illiterate, and money-getting Inhabti- 
tants. But she has also soils and 
rivers, and valleys and Coasts, capable 
of raising her toa high rank among 
the nations of the earth: she has 
many citizens of fine talents and dis- 
tinguished virtue: she has a large 
sprinkling of religious feeling and 
moral virtue over her country: she 
has drawn largely in her political in- 
stitutions on the wisdom and expe- 
rience of her mother country: ske 
has English blood in her veins ; Eng- 
lish spirit in ber character ; and we 
entertain a confident persuasion that 
she will, under God, do much even- 
tuully to promote the progress of 
freedom, the interests of commerce, 
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and the illumination of the savage 
lordes by which she is surrounded. 
But we must return froma Gigres- 
ston into which we have been led 
by a deep sense of the injustice often 
done to America, and an apprehen- 
sion of the bad spirit towards our 
own country, which is sure to be 
cherished by this misconduct, to pro- 
ceed with our extracts from the tour 
before us. It is one of the valuable 
qualities of the author, as a traveller, 
that, although he discovers, as far 
as We can judge, no disposition to 
throw too bright a Colouring over the 
object before him, he sees every 
thing with a favourable eye, and 
throws a veil over detects which it 
can answer no good purpose to dis- 
cover and display. 

We must pass over his account 
of the mode of travelling in Afiica ; 
but if our readers will be pleased to 
firure to themselves the author, with 
Mr. Melville, surveyor to the go. 
veroment, Brother Schmidt and his 
wife, &c. &c. with thelr two sflanns 
of oxen and wagons, jumbled up and 
down in a most wild, disiccating, and 
romantic country, week aller week 
—now chinbing a perpendicular hill, 
and now shooting into a precipitous 
valley—listening to the only music 
of those woods and glens, the howl 
of wolves, the roar of tigers, and the 
hissing of serpents—sleeping some- 
times in tents, and sometimes in 
farm-houses—sometimes welcomed 
by a kind Hottentot, and somctimes 
“snubbed” by a cross Dutch far- 
mer, but always good humored, sa- 
tisied, and grateful—they will have 
a general picture of an expedition of 
which we can present them but a 
few details. Some, however, they 
shall have. 

The next extract we shall make is 
very satisfactory as to the improve- 
ment of the Hottentots under the in- 
struction of the missionarics. 


“The Veldcarnet expressed his admira- 
fion of the appearance and behavisur of our 
Hotientots, exhibiting, as he said, such a 
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contrast to that of the miserable and ne. 
glected race of Hottentots living among the 
boors. Notling was more encouragin 
and satisfactory to us, than such remarks ; 
nor is there a more convincing proof of the 
benefit conferred upon this nation, by the 
introduction of Christianity. It shows the 
necessity of obtaining more opportunities 
for planting missions among them, in which 
Christian instruction and civilization go 
hand in band. 


“In this part of the country, more than 
about Gnadenthal and Groenekloof, one 
may behold the state of degradation into 
which the Hottentot nation has sunk, 
the blame and shame of which he heavy 
with some of the furmer possessors of this 
land, who, first having robbed the sborigi- 
nes of their paternal inheritance, took 
advantage of their tame and defenceless 
state, to thrust them down into the most 
abject servitude, In this they are, by some, 
far worse treated than purchased slaves, 
who are spared, because, if lamed or de. 
stroyed by excessive labour or cruel treat- 
ment, they cannot be replaced but at an 
enermous expense. But there are yet su- 
perior considerations, which make us de- 
sire the propagation of Christianity among 
the heathen. Thev are summed up inthat 
earnest prayer of every true believer, § that 
Christ may see of the travail of His soul 
and be satisfied.?, Though the conversion 
of the hearts of those to whom his servants 
preach the Gospel, is their principal aim, 
yet it is most gratifying to perceive, that 
even men of no religion acknowledge the 
effects of the Gospel inthe mind and man- 
ners of those who have received it in faith.” 


p- 193. 


Nor are those of the Hottentots, 
who have not, as yet, been brought 
within the civilizing and Christianiz 
ing influence of a Moravian settle- 
ment, insensible to the benefits of 
such a situation. 


‘Meanwhile, Brother Stein had visited 
the Hottentots and slaves belonging to 
Mr. Van Roy’s farm, in their bondhoeks, 
or huts, and had much useful conversa- 
tion with them. They had heard, that 
we were in search of a place to builc 
a settlement, and the Hottentots de- 
clared, that they would all come a 
live in it, that they might hear the wor 
of God; and, had they known, last nights 
that we were teachers from Gnadenthal, 
they would have come to our camp, and 
Legged to be instructed. They had ob- 
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tained some information of the aim of our 


journey from Leonhard Paerl, who, as cur 
precursor, Officiously announced our er- 
rand. He had sat up with them the whole 
of the night preceding our arrival, describ- 
ing Gnadenthal, its regulations, its schools, 
the instructions given to the Hottentots in 
the Christian religion, the cultivation of 
the grounds and gardens, &c. interspersing 
his account with observations on the neces- 
sity of conversion, the happiness enjoyed 
by those who believed in Jesus Christ as 
their Saviour, and their hopes of eternal 
life after the death of the body. 


“ This simple narrative had so much en- 
gaged the attention of these poor peuple, 
that they expressed the greatest eagerness 
soon to have the same benefit bestowed 
upon them, in this country. Though old 
Leonhard’s officiousness, in thus informing 
the farmers and others, what we were in 
search of, in some instances, raised need!ess 
uneasiness in prejudiced minds, yet we 
forgave it, in consideration of bis frequent- 
iy adding observations which may have 
been blessed by God in the hearts of those 
that heard his artless speeches. Before 
we set out, a party of women and childrep 
came down to the river to see us, The 
children were all stark naked.” pp, 199, 


250, 


We insert the two following ex- 
tracts, because we think it almost im- 
possible to read them without plea- 
sure and profit. 


“ Being Good-Friday, we called to mind 
the great event celebrated on this day in 
the Christian church. We were in spirit 
wih our congregations, met in so many 
other parts of the world, as it were, under 
the Cross of our Redeemer, and partaking 
ofthat consolation which is to be found in 
the remembrance of His sufferings and 
death torus. But even here, in this lonely 
vale, secluded from all Christian society, 
we and our Hottentots were not forgotten 
by Him who has promised that He will be 
with His followers alway, even unto the 
end of the world. Having seated ourselves, 
alter breakfast, in a semicircular excava- 
tion of the bank of the brook, Brother 
Schmidt first read the lessons of the day, 
outof the Dutch translation of the Harmo- 
ny of the Evangelists, while we followed 
cur Lord, in spirit, through all the scenes 
of His sufferings. We prayed that the 
Holy Spirit might apply the merits of His 
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passion and death to our souls, and con- 
vince us that ‘He was wounded for our 
transgressions, and bruised for our iniqui- 
ties,’ and that the Word of His Cross 
might approve itself the Power of God in 
this country also, for the conversion of ma- 
ny heathen. No servicein any church or 
chapel could be attended with more solem- 
nity and true devotion, nor with a more 
leart-reviving sense of the presence of the 
Lord, than our worship in this earthen 
temple.” pp. 223, 224. 


‘* Easter-Sunday morning.—How diffe- 
rent was our situation to that of most of 
our brethren on this great memorial-day ! 
Instead of being, with them, early engaged 
in declaring our joy over the glorious re- 
surrection of the Lord, and remembering, 
at the graves of our departed friends, the 
truly Christian hope of a blessed immor- 
tality, imparted to us by faith in our glori- 
fied Redeemer, in whose likeness we once 
shail rise, we were here encamped on the 
banks of an African river, never before 
visited by a member of our church, and 
consulting how we should best introduce 
ourselves to aman with whom none of us, 
but Mr. Melville, had the smallest ac- 
quaintance. However, we were in spirit 
with our congregations, adoring our risen 
Lord and Saviour, who, thovgh with- 
drawn from mortal sight, is present with 
His people, in every corner of the earth.” 
pp. 227, 228, 


The author, as he proceeds, as 
signs his reasons for rejecting some 
stations, and at last fixing upon one, 
on the Witte Revier, to which, as we 
have stated, we shall have occaston, in 
conclusion, to cal] the attention of 
our readers. We are here, however, 
obliged to cut short our quotations 
from the journal of his visit to the 
interior, recommending our readers 
to examine it in the original work. 

Nothing can be more striking than 
the statement, in this volume, of the 
depth of feeling and gratitude in the 
Hottentots towards their Christian 
benefactors. It really refreshes the 
mind to turn to this once reputed 
insensible and iron-hearted race, and 
to witness the lively emotions of grati- 
tude which are exhibited towards the 
missionaries and their friends. 
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We think the next extract highly 
honourable to all the parties con- 
cerned. 


* Meanwhile, about two hundred Hot- 
tentots had assembled in the grove. All 
would press forward ; and their eagerness, 
once more to sliake hands and bid me fare- 
well, was so great, that a general scramble 
was avoided only by my calling to them, 
that I wouid not pass by any one, but ad- 
mit them ail in due order. At length we 
reached and entered the wagon, when 
thev began, with one voice, to sing their 
farewell hymn. 


“at this moment, I felt ali resistance to 
my feelings give way. Never have lexpe- 
rienced a keener pang, on leaving any 
place, or any friends, to whom I was at- 
tached. Gnadenthal is indeed a spot, 
where I have found myself so much at 
home, and where almost every object con- 
spired to fill my mind with grateful remem- 
brances and contemplations, that, though 
convinced of my duty to proceed to 
Groenekloof, where business of importance 
to that settlement demanded my presence, 
I found it necessary to do violence to my 
feelings, to tear myself loose. But my 
spirit will often dwell in those hallowed 
groves, accompany the congregation into 
ile house of prayer, attend them during 
their truly solemn assemblies, behold with 
affection and delight the pious labours of 
their teachers, participate in their joys, 
their sorrows, and their cares, and enjoy 
an aftertaste of the heavenly comfort at- 
tending the administration of the holy sa- 


craments, by the presence and power of 


our Lord and Saviour, 


‘©The whole missionary family, and 
about a hundred and fifty Hottentots, small 
and great, on foot or on horseback, accom- 
panied us beyond the Sonderend, as far as 
Badenhorst’s farm, where, placing them. 
selves in a semicircle, they sang another 
farewell hymn, and finally bade adieu. 
The brethren Thomsen and Lemmerz 
kept us company, tll we arrived at Mr. 
Klemm’s, on Serjeant’s Revier.” pp. 
289, 290. 

As some suspicions may continue 
to exist in the minds of those who 
have studied the creed and character 
of the United Brethren only in the 
pages of Mosheim, we think it well 
io give the following short passage. 
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‘* Mr. Hesse walking with me, we enter. 
ed into much interesting Conversation con. 
cerning the difference, more of expressions 
and forms, than of opinions and doctrines 
which distinguish the Lutheran and the 
Brethren’s churches. He thought, how. 
ever, that there existed some material dif. 
ference, as to our views of certain religious 
tenets, and that, at least, the Brethren had 
expressed their sentiments very unintellj. 
gibly. This is granted to have been the 
case in former times, for which many apo. 
logies hare passed unnoticed. But as to 
those peculiar doctrines, which constitute 
the very essence of Christianity, the divi. 
nity and atonement of Christ, salvation by 
grace alone, justification by faith, and the 
necessity of a walk conformable to the 
word of God, we and all true believers of 
every denomination, have always agreed, 
however we may otherwise differ in non. 
essentials, ‘The more the former are 
valued, and practically known, the farther 
the latter will recede into the back-ground.” 


pp. 313, 514. 


Oct. 17th, Mr. Latrobe left the 
Cape ; and on the 27th reached St. 
Helena. Of this island, and its cele- 
brated resident, his territory and 
habits of life, the variety of his com- 
plaints, and his abundant reasons for 
contentment and gratitude, the last 
Chapters contain a very entertaining 
account. ‘This statement was more 
particularly of value at the time in 
which the work was at first publish- 
ed ; as, at that moment, the eulogists 
of the ex-Emperor in this country 
had succeeded in impressing the 
public mind with a notion that he 
was stinted in his diet, and in his 
space for exercise. Vow, on the con- 
trary, the public mind is disabused ; 
and it is acknowledged, that this 
“injured Sovereign” has as good a 
table as the governor who is set over 
him, and all the liberty which can 
be permitted to one so capable of 
breaking his chain, and so mis- 
chievous to society when he does. 
Could this unhappy man take a just 
view of his circumstances, he woul 
surely discover in them the strongest 
evidence of the tenderness and for- 
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bearance of the God he has so often 
insulted and denied, For what 
should be so wished for, by a crimi- 
nal of such an order, as solitude, with 
the best baoks if he would have them, 
and the great field of nature in which 
to waik abroad, and speculate upon 
his own past misconduct, and the 
wonders and glories of the great and 
good Being he has so deeply offend- 
ed. May the arrow of conviction 
reach him in his wanderings through 
those romantic rocks! May his place 
of exile become a second Patmos, to 
raise him from the scenes of a world 
of which he has been the scourge, to 
the contemplation of that Throne of 
Mercy and Love, where even he shall 
not be a suppliant in vain! 

But we must here close this highly 
entertaining and instructive volume, 
with touching for a few moments on 
the question of the Moravian Mis- 
sions, and on a subject connected 
with them, to which we have more 
than once adverted. 

Of the character of the Moravians, 
and their Missions in particular, it is 
almost impossible to speak too high- 
ly. When, after the persecutions of 
their body by the Church of Rome, 
their numbers were reduced to about 
600 individuals, chiefly collected on 
the estates of Count Zinzendorf, in 
Lusatia, the missionary spirit broke 
outamong them with such splendour, 
as to surprise and delight every zea- 
lous servant of the Redeemer. In the 
space of nine years, they sent mission- 
aries to Greenland, to North and 
South America,to Algiers, to Guinea, 
tosome of the West-Indian islands, to 
Lapland, to the Cape of Good Hope, 
to Ceylon, and to Tartary. They 
had also labourers in the Nicobar 
islands, in Egypt, andin Persia, And 
at the present moment, they have 
hot far short of twenty-four thousand 
Persons united with their congrega- 
“ons in the West-Indies.—The fol- 
lowing little narrative will give some 
conception of the spirit by which 
“ome of these holy men have been 
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animated. Having resolved on carry. 
ing the Gospel to Greenland, they 
found their way to Copenhagen on 
foot, and addressed themselves to 
Count Pless, one of the ministers of 
the crown of Denmark, for permis- 
sion to goout. In one of his conver- 
sations with them, Count Pless ask- 
ed, “in what way they hoped to 
maintain themselves in Greenland.” 
They answered, “ By the labour of 
our hands, and the blessing of God :”’ 
‘¢ we will build a house and cultivate 
a piece of land, that we may not be 
burdensome toany.” He toldthem 
there was no timber to build with: 
“ Then,” said they, * we will dig a 
hole in the earth, and live there.’’ 
The.count resisted their application 
no longer, but answered, * [ will 
rescue you from such difficulties: 
take the timber with you, and you 
may build; and receive these filty 
dollars for the purpose.” 

With the most rigid economy, the 
missionary expenses of these venera- 
ble servants of God, cannot be re- 
duced to a smaller sum than 7, 800/,, 
of which the Brethren themselves can 
raise only 1,200/. Notwithstanding 
the liberality of Christians of other 
denominations, who have hitherto 
supplied the large difference between 
these two sums, many of their mis- 
sions are now languishing for want 
of assistance, and all extension of 
their operations is, at present, hope- 
less. But, in addition to this gene- 
ral perplexity and distress, they have 
lately been afflicted by calamities of 
a peculiar and most overwhelming 
nature. Their small territory in 
Germany was occupied by the con- 
tending armies; their property at 
Moscow destroyed; and finally, the 
new settlement on the Witte Revier, 
which was the peculiar object of Mr. 
Latrobe’s expedition, has been in- 
vaded by the Caffrees, the fruit of 
their labours annihilated, some of 
their Hottentots massacred, and the 
whole establishment dispersed. The 
return of peace, and the better secu- 





Mie yee SE SPE: 


sé: 


4 a. : 
=m : ae 
Pe te ke " 
. > os np ‘ 


~ 
Ls 
- 


= ? ° 7 
eo 


cs 
—* = 


b3 
eur 
ee 


-—ee ts 


+ 


»~ 
Ar 


o 
i 
Po 


| 
“ Be 
> 





~~ 


rities provided by the Cape Govern- 
ment fortheir people, have however, 
reassured the hopes of these patient 
and zealous labourers, They have 
resumed their post, but with Increas- 
ed difficulties and necessities, and 
reduced means to supply them; and 
they have been induced to appeal to 
the Christian love and liberality of 
this country. ‘The call has been in 
some measure, though very inade- 
quately, answered. Much remains to 
be doue ; and sincerely happy shall 
we be if any entreatics of ours may 
convey the smallest sum into this 
highly useful channel of Christian 
benevolence. We trust that the 
sympathy which bas widely gone 
abroad on thig subject, will not rest 
satished withthe mere effusions of 
compliment; and that those who 
have it in their power, will * love in 
deed’ as well as ** in word,’ and has- 
ten to animate the courage, and cheer 
the hearts, of these eminent labourers 
in the vineyard of the Lord. 

As to the work before us, it is our 
wish to convey to the mind of our 
readers the impression which it has 
left on ourselves. It is simple, faith- 
ful, amiable, and devout; and as 
such, we conceive it to be a truly 
valuable addition to the library and 
to the family circle. Scarcely any 
kind of reading is, as we Conceive, 
more likely to interest and benefit 
the young, than the account of mis- 
sionary expeditions. It has, from 
the novelty of the scenes, the pecu- 
liarity of the dramatis fiersone, much 
of the interest of romance, without 
any of its dangers. But the advan- 
tage of such reading is not conined 
to any age or condition, It takes the 
reader Off from the narrowing con- 
templation of his own interest and 
convenience, to the more elevating 
contemplation of the well-being of 
others. It serves to enlarge and im- 
prove his sphere of feeling and action. 
It makes him, in the best sense, a 
citizen of the world. It gives hima 
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desire, according to his means, to 
“go about doing good ;” or if it be 
denied him thus to serve God under 
some distant sky, it prompts him, 
under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, to think, feel, labour, apg 
pray at home for the great flock of 
Christ, whatever clime they may in. 
habit, and wherever they stretch out 
the hand of want and supplication, 
And, if any man shall feel something 
of the spirit of selfishness quenched, 
and these better and nobler feelings 
kindled, by the perusal of Mr. La. 
trobe’s volume, he will thank us for 
introducing it more particularly to 
his notice. 


+ EE ae 


Topp on the Declarations of our Re- 
formers resfectiig Original Sin, 
free-will, Grace, Sc. 

LAURENC e’s Authentic Documents re 
specting the Predestinarian Contro- 
versy, Se. 

(Continued from p. 197.) 

In considering these publications, our 

attention has been hitherto directed 

principally to those documents of 

Mr. Todd which bear upon the sub- 

ject of justification, faith, and good 

works. These subjects we view as 
so essential to the cause of Protes- 
tantism, that however painful to us 
to have been so long detained upon 
controversial topics, to the utter im- 
patience, we fear, of some of our 
readers, we thought it necessary to 
state the whole question, with fulness 
and precision. We do not, how- 
ever, view in the same light the 
subject of Predestination ; to which, 
in giving a more particular account 
of Dr. Laurence’s publication, wé 
shall now be called. Whoever would 
wish to see the very different beat- 
ings of the question of justifica- 
tion and the predestinarian ques- 
tion upon the cause of Protestant: 
ism, may profitably consult the cu- 
rious and faithful account given by 
father Paul of the Council of Trent. 
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That famous council, itis well known, 
was called together for the very pur- 
pose of settling the controversies 
arising Out of the alleged heresies of 
Luther: and having held its first 
sitting in 1545, it began about the 
vear 1547, (that is, about the last 
year of Henry VIII.) to discuss the 
very points now before us. In the 


account here alluded to, of its various . 


and tedious, and any thing but ho- 
nest, proceedings, the reader will 
find its venerable popish fathers to 
have been unanimous, in condemn- 
ing the truly Protestant, doctrine of 
justification by faith, “They all 
agreed,” Says the shrewd historian, 
“in one opinion, that tuo say ‘only 
faith doth justily’ was a proposition 
of many senses, and ad/aébsurd.” But, 
on the contrary, when they came to 
discuss the predeéstinarian question, 
it was most truly according to the 
homely proverb, ** Many men, many 
minds.”” We find, as might have 
been the case in any Protestant sy- 
nod, the three statements fully dis- 
cussed, which, if we were to desig- 
nate them by modern terms, we 
should call the Calvinistic, the Bax- 
terlan, and the Arminian. Each, as 
we should expect amongst Protes- 
tants themselves, found its advocates. 
On the one side, the strict predesti- 
barian hypothesis is adduced and stat- 
ed with great ability, and supported by 
“infinite authorities from St Austin, 
because that Saint wrote nothing in 
his old age but in favour,of this doc- 
Wine.” By ‘some. others,” again, 
“though of less esteem,’’ this; is op- 
posed as *‘ hard, cruel, inhuman, bor- 
rible, impious, and shewing partiality 
in God,’’ and another’ system is ad- 
duced on their part, which is thus 
‘xpressed: “ They confessed, that 
hot only works are not the Cause of 
God’s election, because that it is be- 
fore them, and eternal; but that nei- 
ther works foreseen, can move God to 
predestinate, who is willing, for his 
infinite mercy, that all should be 
saved ; and to this end, prepareth 
Christ. Obsery. No. 220. 
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sufficient assistance for all, which 
every man, having free will, receiv- 
eth or refuseth as pleaseth him; and 
God in his eternity foreseeth who 
will receive his help, and use it to 
good, and those who will refuse ; and 
rejecteth these, electeth and pre- 
destinateth those. Otherwise, there 
was no cause why God in Scripture 
Should complain of sinners, &c.” 
Respecting these two contending 
Systems, tbe concluding words of 
the historian bimseif are remarkable. 
‘* As the first opinion,’ he observes, 
“is mystical, and hidden, keeping 
the mind humble, and relying upon 
God, witsout any confidence in it- 
self, knowing the deformity of sin, 
and the excellency of Divine grace ; 
so the second was plausible and po- 
pular, cherishing human presump- 
tion, and making a great shew; and 
it pleased more the preaching friars 
than the understanding divines. And 
the courtiers thought it probable, as 
consonant to politic reasons.. The 
defenders of this, using human rea- 
sons, prevailed against the others; 
but, coming to the testimonies of 
the Scriptures, they were manifestly 
Overcome.” (Jiistory of the Council 
of Trent, lib» ii. see pp. 197—199, 
fol. 1676,)—It is true,. the end of 
the popish disputations upon this 
point, was much in favour of the 
“less esteemed,” “ popular,” * poli- 
tic” divines ; the decree of the Coun- 
cil of Trent, on predestination, de- 
termining, that * God prepared suf- 
ficient assistance for all, which every 
man, having free will, might receive 
or refuse as pleased himself; and 
God /foreseeing who would receive 


his help, &c. &c.” as before stated. 


Still, however, the very circumstance 
of this point existing as a question, 
Maintainable on each side by differ- 
ent parties, in the popish church ; 
and actually discussed with vehe- 
mence in the Tridentine Council, 
somewhat removes us from the sim- 
ple Protestant ground. To this al- 
soit might be added, that these 
2 
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Tridentine divines discovered nothing 
to censure in the decrees of the Au- 
gustan and Saxonic—that is, the Ger- 
man Protestant Confessions of Faith 
—ufion this important and mysterious 
article. 

Under this view we must own, as 
before remarked, that we come to 
the consideration of the predestina- 
rian question, as far as Dr. Laurence 
will oblige us to enter upon it, with 
feelings very different from those 
with which we of late discussed the 
question of justification by faith. 
This we considered, as we always 
have done, of vital consequence to 
the very “salus” as well as “ gloria’’ 
ef a Protestant church. The other 
we consider as a question Common 
and open to contending Opinions in 
all churches; and involving, ulti- 
mately, that unfathomable inquiry, 
the consistence of man’s free agency 
with God’s predestination—an Inqui- 
ry which has exercised the powers 
alike of Protestant and Papist, of 
Christian and Jew, of believer and 
philosopher, of every name, nation, 
or age. On which ever side this 
great question may have been at dif- 
ferent times, and by different per- 
sons, resolved, we believe that by 
the really pious and humble Chris- 
tian, good and profitable uses have 
been educed from it. Have Chry- 
sostom, and the general adherents 
and followers of the Greek Church, 
begun their researches on the ground 
of man’s free agency, and entire 
‘auteseria2, ot liberty of choice? It 
has becn with the effect of quicken- 
ing them to higher activity, and in- 
ducing stronger and more penetrat- 
ing views of their high responsibility 
to God, for the use of all their gifts 
and graces received from Him. Have 
St. Augustine, and the successive 
adherents of his school in the Latin 
Church, down to Calvin’ himself 
and his innumerable followers, taken 
ground rather on the high and irre- 
versible sovereignty of God over all 
possible events? This has been, with 
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the ‘happy effect of stimulating to 
deeper gratitude, and of reducing to 
more prostrate humility, and to a 
silent surrender of self to God, all 
those who have fiously embraced, 
and ‘* godly considered” their * elec- 
tion in Christ.” On the contrary, the 
ungodly reception of either dogma 
has been attended with the most fata] 
effects. A proud Pelagianism on the 
one side, and a lawless Antinomian- 
ism on the other, have been the cha- 
racteristic marks of either extreme; 
and we should be sorry to be obliged 
to strike the balance between the 
opposite and sometimes concurrent 
effects, which result from viewing, 
with some graceless antipredestina- 
rians, ourselves asthe authors of our 
own goodness, or with some predes- 
tinarians, equally graceless, God as 
the author of our own sins. 
difficulties and dangers, which meet 
us on both sides, shall have the elf- 
fect of checking the spirit of proud 
inquiry, and of still more proud and 
presumptuous dogmatism ; if they 
shall urge us to a closer adherence 
to the word and letter of Scripture, 
with less admixture of man’s “ vain 
wisdom and false philosophy,’’ they 
will have answered most valuable 
purposes. One beneficial end we 
hope they will be ‘found to have an- 
swered, as respects the present dis- 
cussion; namely, that of restraining 
our own mihd and pen in offering 
the remarks that follow on the trea- 
tises before us. These we desire to 
present in a spirit of deep humility 
and Christian candour, and underé 
sense of our own entire insufficiency, 
worthily to handle, or adequately to 
reach ‘* the height of this great ar 
gument.”’ , 
The question, indeed, which, with 
Dr. Laurence’s assistance, we have 
at present to discuss, is one suff- 
ciently narrow in appearance ; and; 
as we Shall epdeavour to keep if 10 
our prosecution of it, mainly Azs/ort 
cal. It offers to us apparently little 
more than a small part of that ques- 
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tion, which has been often discussed 
before; namely, What were the 
sentiments of our earliest English 
Reformers in regard to the doctrine 
of Predestination and Election? It is 
in effect this, Have we not reason 
from history for believing, that there 
has been, from the earliest period of 
our English reformed church, much 
doubt and hesitation felt and express- 
ed, by some of the greatest of its 
founders, on the abstruse subject of 
God’s high predestination ? For the 
resolution of this inquiry, Dr. Lau- 
rence leads us to a very early period 
of the English Reformation; and to 
that period of it when it was, as it 
were, mining under ground in the 
prisons of popish Mary. It is not 
sufficient for us to know, in order to 
satisfy this inquiry, that, at a some- 
what later period, after the final settle- 
ment of the Reformation under our 
“brightoccidental star,’ Queen Ei. 
zabeth, there would be found a very 
general harmony among all the most 
eminent divines of the age, in favour 
of the strict and exclusive scheme 
of Predestination. It would not be 
enough to know, that so late as 1595, 
the famous Lambeth Articles were 
framed for the express defence of 
that scheme by Whitgift himself, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, with the 
general concurrence of the Arch- 
bishop of York, and a long train of 
Other prelates and men of eminent 
autherity ; and that these Articles 
were pointed at certain move/ disputes 
which had arisen in the university of 
Cambridge, between 1570 and 1580, 
under Mr, Barrett and the eminent 
foreigner Di. Baro or Barow, who 


patronized a more open and libe- 


ralized scheme. Nor, perhaps, would 
it be sufficient to appeal to the con- 
Current testimony not only of all 
Writers of note about this period, in- 
cluding Lord Bacon bimself; or 
€ven, to the authorized commenta- 
res affixed to the several Bibles 
printed and circulated in this reign, 
particularly the Geneva Bible, soon 
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followed by that denominated the 
Bishops’; which latter was printed 
or prepared as early as 1568, under 
the sanction of Whitgift’s predeces- 
sor, the eminent Archbishop Parker. 
However strongly the current of di- 
rect Calvinism (more or less rigidly 
stated) muy have, in point of fact, 
evidently set during the advancing 
periods of Queen Elizubeth’s reign, 
it is not to be assumed by any means 
as a proof that our earliest reformers, 
particularly Cranmer, Latimer, and 
Ridley, had obtained clear and un- 
wavering conviction on that most 
mysterious subject. Itis wellknown, 
that the exiles in Queen Mary’s time 
brought back to England, after her 
death, many sentiments on many sub- 
jects greatly at variance with those 
held by her prisoners at home, or by 
the reformers of the reign just pre- 
ceding; and some of these senti- 
mnents, it is known to our cost, had a 
wide sway and potent effect on all 
the religious transactions of the reign 
of Qyeen Elizabeth, Mary’s succes- 
sor. 

When, however, we appeal to a 
period prior to the final establish. 
ment of our Protestant church under 
Queen Elizabeth, it is not to be de- 
nied that some deduction must be 
made from any argument we thence 
derive, with respect to the aciual 
sense of our Articles and formularies, 
as now established ; or with respect 
to the sentiments of those men under 
whom they were finally established. 
The Articles, as we now have them, 
were finally settled, authorized, and 
set forth, so late as the year 1571: 
though they became indeed very 
nearly what they now arc, in 1562; 
ten years after the Forty-two Articles 
had been published under King Ed- 
ward VJ. And though no material 
difference might appear in the Forty- 
two Articles of 1552, and the Thirty- 
nine Articles of 1562;* yet, if it 

* What was there in the Articles omit- 


ted in 1562, ta reduce the number to Thir- 
ty-nine ? Amongst the Articles omitted by 
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should appear that the meaning of 
these very Articles had been made 
a matter of dispute in former times, 
it may certainly be said, that, if pri- 
vate sentiments are to be introduced 
into the question at all, we are to 
look to the private sentiments of 
those persons who dast impesed the 
Articles, as the jfirivate sentiments 
which are to be of most weight and 
authority in determining the right 
and intended sense, 

On the possible supposition of 


some difference of opinion, within. 


certain limits, upon the abstruse sub- 
ject of election and predestination, 
among the jirst reformers of the 
woglish church, it must be conceded, 
that amongst our last and actual re- 
formers, those differences had so far 
subsided, as to have left the field 
almost open to the unquestioned 
reign of predestinarian tenets; and 
certaluly to have placed those tenets 
on the hizhest thrones of ecclesias- 
tical dominion. Now, on the ground 
ofauthority, such a circumstance can- 
not fail of speaking sirongly in their 
favour. Ttisas much as to say that 


our hater reformers, we find the following 
one of King Edward, “On Grace, The 
grace of Christ, on the Holy Ghost by him 
given, doth take awav the stony heart, and 
giveth an heart of flesh: and although 
those that have no will to good things he 
maketh them to will; and those that would 
evil things, he maketh them notto will 
the same; vet nevertheless he enforceth not 
the will; and therefore, no man when he sin- 
neth can excuse himself as not worthy to be 
blamed or condemned, by alleging that be sin- 
ned unwillingly, or by compulsion.” We are 
not aware of the motive for which the omis- 
sion was made of this Article, to the words 
of which no reasonable man could refuse 
assent; but there is astrong appearance, 
in this omission, of the same feeling in pro- 
gress at the beginning of Queen Elizabethi’s 
reign, that in King Edward’s Homities, 
blotted out the whole * perilous stufi” on 


Jreewill, which, as we have noted on former 


occasions, occupied so prominent a part in 
the preceding Institution and Necessary’ 


Erudition of King Henry VIIL. 
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the question was tried and sifted to 
the very bottom, and was at last 
brourhtto that conclusion. It would 
seem, according to this hypothesis, 
that some of the ablest, best, and 
most honest of men, having disputed 
every inch of their ground on the 
principles of Scripture, in applica- 
tion to the doctrines in question, did 
at last come to the acknowledgement 
of their truth, as the only solid ground 
on which they could finally plant 
their foot, and be at rest. -And as 
the “less esteemed,” * politic,” and 
“courtly” divines of the Tridentine 
council, at length prevailed in estab- 
lishing their doctrine of a modified 


Sree will, as best suited to the mani- 


fold, and we fear not very honest, 
purposes of their secular dominion; 
so, It might be argued, our divines 
better read, “ more understanding,” 
and more ‘scriptural,’ after the 
close of very similar discussions, at 
length established, on their part, the 
contrary dogmas of an absolute elec- 
tion, as best harmonizing with their 
own spitiiual religion. | 

We mention this. suggestion, not 
with a view of fastening any parti- 
cular meaning, for ourselves, upon 
the expressions of our church, as 
they now. stand, but merely to shew 
on how insecure a foundation we 
conceive Dr. Laurence to build, in 
adducing the private sentiments of 
our eatly Reformers, if he means 
to urge them as any guide to the 
intended sense of our present for- 
muularies. Supposing those early di- 
vines to have differed from the more 
rigid system of their successors, and 
we make that difference # great and 
wide as we please, it only the more 
strongly illustrates the victory ob- 
tained by the later system ; since, In 
so very short atime, what they had 
thought questionable, came to be ad- 
mitted, in all its force, as true, even on 
the ground of their own expressions, 
in theirown formularies, and by their 
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own friends, or men nurtured by 
themselves. 

We have a further view in offering 
these suggestions, which may new 
be conveniently mentioned; namely, 
to shew the ulter absurdity of main- 
taining, that to hojd the Calvinistic 
doctrines is irreconcileable with a 
true anc sound reception of church 
principles. On the very ground of 
the Church of England itself, it 
might be said, in ergument, that 
these doctrines fought and conquer. 
ed. Mr. Todd, indeed, informs us, 
that the Conflict was pretty equally 
maintained through along succession 
of years. Allow that they were 
doubted of and disputed about be- 
tween 1552 and 1562, still we find, 
that in 1570 and 1580 they had been 
so far admitted as true, by the high- 
est churchmen, that the assertion of 
the contrary had become a novelty 
in the church, and an iniquity almost 
ube punished by the judge. The 
case might be represented as paralle] 
tothe following. Imagine the cen- 
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Mr. Todd, indeed, in the publica- 
tion lately noticed, gives us to under- 
stand, that * the dispffte in this country 
was still continued, though Charles 
]. commanded that all further curious 
search should be laid aside, &c. But, 
as his power declined, the revision 
of our Articles, in respect to this 
subject, was publicly proposed.” 
And then, with an alacrity worthy a 
more guarded observation, Mr. Todd 
continues, ** When that power was 
no more, TRIUMPHANT SCHISM, in 
her Confession of Faith, made * God’s 
eternal decree’ the third chapter of 
her labours; in which the modera- 
tion of the real church of England 
will in vain be sought.” Would it 
not really be imagined, that the au- 
thor of the above sentence had been 
wholly unreed in the TRIUMpHs of 
the predestinarian cause In England, 
long before the power of Charles I. 
either waxed or waned—indeed be- 
fore his very existence ? And must 
not our well-intentioned author be 
somewhat reproached for his forget. 

fulness of the fact, that TRIUMPHANT 
EPISCOPALIANISM, in the plenitude 
of absolute power, when, perhaps, 
‘© the moderation of the real church 
of England” was a little forgotten, 
actually enforced the same ** eternai 
decree of God,”’ publicly and _pri- 
vately, through a very large propor- 
tion of Queen Elizabeth’s and even 
King James’s reign. We knew not, 
indeed, what schismatical propensi- 
ties Mr. Todd has discovered 
Archbishops Parker and Whitgift. 


In} 


butes the confessedly wide-spread range of 
Calvinistic doctrine throughout the Chureh 


of England, to this very universal rage for 


Calvin’s writings; with which he more 


than hints, that even Hooker was infected. 









oversy arising on Mr. Overton’s 
t book, commencing about the year 
. 1800, had rematned in suspense till 
‘ 1810; and now. ten years afier, it 
4 should be found that Mr. Overton’s 
y book had been received into our se- 
e ninaries of sound learning and reli- 
n gicus education ; and had even been 
if tecommended and publicly lectured 
‘3 upon in the chair of divinity by Dr. 
c Herbert Marsh, Bishop of Peterho. 
re tough, and Lady Margaret’s Profes- 
ie ‘or. Who would not surely say, in 
e sich a case, that the true churchb- 
id man’ had indeed been “ ascertained” 
id by Mr, Overton; that the contro- 
re versy had been decided, and Mr. 
b- Overton and his opinions crowned 
in vith victory? Some ten years after 
ad the supposed doubts in our early re- 
d- ormers,Calvin’s works were actually 
n he text book of our universities, and 
$5 ‘imost dictated doctrine to the 
if Church, ea cathedrd.* 


ww Dr. Heylin, with admirable sagacity, 
" his Quinquarticular Controversy, attri- 





But might not the exercise of the same sa- 
gacity have led to asomewhat different con- 
clusion; namely, that the universal study 
of Calvin’s works arose from a previous dis- 
position to Calvin’s opinions? It is true, 
‘‘the appetite may grow by what it feeds 
upon.”? But it would be a hard lesson in 
physiology to tell us, there would have 
been no appetite at all, but for the food 
presented for its gratification. 
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those great champions of church dis- 
cipline, against itsnumerous and he- 
terogeneous opposers : bul we know, 
very well, that predestination and 
election were Not the points at issue 
between them and the Puritans of 
theirrespective ages. (See, forexam- 
ple, Archbishop Whitgilt’s Articles, 
and Archbishop Parker’s Bibie.)* 
Our business, however, on the pre- 
sent occasion, is with Dr. Laurence: 
and we have too long occupied our 
readers in preliminary observations, 
crounded on the supposition, which 
Dr. Laurence very ingeniously ur- 
ges, In his preface tothe Documents 
with which he has favoured us; 
namely, that a difference of opinion 
existed amongst our early reformers, 
particularly between Cranmer, Lati- 
mer, Rid!cy, on one side, and “ John 
Bradford, holy martyr,” on the other, 


on the subject of Predestination ; in 


addition to which, he hints, that the 
views of Bradford himself, on that 
subject, though not such as the other 
named fathers could wholly admit, 
were yet such as by no means to 
amount tothe precise views of Calvin 
himself, or to reach either the Supra- 
Japsarian or the Sublapsarian bypo- 
theses of a succeeding period. 

The facts, on which Dr. Laurence 
grounds these suppositions, partly 
speak for themselves, in the two 
tracts Which Compose the bedy of his 
pamphlet, and of which we bave given 
>ome account already in our first 
Number for the present year. The 
tracts, as we then saw, purport to be 
written, the first in 1554, by Jobn 
Bradford, the martyr, “of blessed 
memory’ and the second by John 
Trewe, in 15553 both confined, at 
that time, inthe Kine’s Bench, * for 
the testimony of the truth,’ under 
Queen Mary. Bradford's, as we 
have already mentioned, consists of 
two parts; the first, a gencral descrip- 


* Fora view of this Bible, see our vol. 
r 1805, Nn, 581. 
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tion of the doctrine of Predestination 
and Election ; the second, a particu- 
lar and controversial answer to cer. 
tain ‘“* Enormities’’ alleged against 
that doctrine; which second part 
seems to have been never before 
printed. The tract of Trewe givesa 
narrative of certain contentions which 
are known to have arisen in the 
King’s Bench, among the prisoners, 
on the subject of Predesiiuation; 
sets forth asortof counter-creed, with 
a long list of * enormities”’ similar, 
though superior in number, to those 
replied to by Bradford; and exhibits, 
it must be added, a humbling speci- 
men of those evil tempers which are 
almost inseperable from the conduct 
of asharp, religious controversy on 
both sides, The matter of this nar- 
rative is, in fact, very Curious, as be- 
ing a thorougily authentic docu- 
ment, relating to times and transac: 
tions, of which we have but vers 
imperfect information, We neec, 
therefore, make no apology to our 
readers for giving them such extracts 
from it as may put them In posses- 
sion of its general nature and con- 
tents. Its tile and opening are as 
follows :— 


“ John Trewe, the unworthy marked Ser- 
vant of the Lord, being in bands for tlie 
testimony of Jesu, signifieth the cause of 
contention in the King’s Bench, as cor 
cerning sects in religion, the 30th of 
January, Anno Dom. 1555, 


« Hitherto I have suffered much injury, 
and borne many a slanderous report of such 
as were the beginners of this lamentable 
contention, rather than I would disclose 
their rash and uncharitable belaviour ™ 
writing ; thinking ever, that they woul 
have repented and amended it, and have 
come to an unity in the trath with a 
which was like three or four times, bit 
most likest at Christmas last, and ye! g 
brake again by me, as they untruly repo" 
For which cause { am now constraine 
briefly to write the beginning and contny 
ing of this contention, with the breaking © 
the unity that now was begun, that ! 
might be seen, who was in the fault eon 
of, that men might leave speaking CV" ™ 
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that they Know not. God that seeth the 


: secrets of all hearts knoweth that I le not. 
r They did give such occasion of evil and of. 
~ fence to the weak by their using of gaming, 
3t that we coulddo no less but gently admo- 
rt nish them to leave it, and to exhort them 
e after the Scriptures to redeem the time, 
seeing the days are evil, and to leave such 
“4 vain things, and to mourn with us, that did 
a mourn for the great misery that is fallen on 
1¢ this land, and for the lamentable perplexity 
S, that many of our weak brethren (that were 
1; not able to bear the cross) were in, and to 
th watch and pray continually, that God 
might mitigate his wrath, and strengthen 
Ary us and our brethren in bis truth to stand, 
Se that our lives and deaths might glorify bis 
Sy holy name. 
cl . 
* With the which they were not con- 
re tent, but defended it by the Scriptures ; 
ict and because we would not give them place, 
on but disproved them by the word, they were 
are somewhat displeased with us; insomuch 
ye- that in process of time they began to pick 
4. out matter against us, and because we did 
use abstinence and prayer, they reported us 
al to be justifiers of ourselves, and such like : 
ery to the which we answered, that our justi- 
et. fication came by faith in Christ’s death and 
Dut bloodshedding ; but that we did, we did it 
cts that God might make us able to bear his 
ki cross, and that he would cease these sharp 
oul storms of persecution, the which (through 
on- this our sloth) was like to drive many one 
as from God unto the devil, te their utter 
destruction both of body and soul. After 
other talk, in conclusion they did affirm, 
— that none of them that God ordained to be 
- saved could be driven from him by perse- 
at cution, nor yet by any other occasion or 
a. means, Forallsuch as shall be saved (say 
Sof they) were elect and predestinate thereun- 
| to before the foundation of the world was 
laid, and none of them can be damned, do 
jury, What wickedness they can. And whereas 
back we brought against them the Apostle Paul, 
rable Which affirmeth that all were damned in 
close Adam and destitute of the glory of God, 
satia and that the reward of sin is death, &c. 
‘ould that would not serve ; for they most stiffly 
have affirmed without any authority of the holy 
“és: Scriptures, that if the Elect did commit 
"but dever so great offence or sin, they should 
‘et it not finally perish. Whereby they do not 
port. only make St. Paul a liar, but also they 
ained ae estroy the fear of God, which is the be- 
stint: Binning and right science of wisdom, and 
ng of ‘nat being frustrate, there is a great gate 
vat it 
there- 


vil @ 
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set open to carnal liberty; unto the which 
we saw, that many did fly to their utter 
destruction, by the means of the said false 
doctrine. 


** Moreover we saw that it did put out 
of credit and unplace all those pithy places, 
and sentences in the holy Scriptures, that 
at these troublesome days doth [do] cause 
men to forsake evils, and to stand to the 
truth, as their own words did manifestly 
declare. For when we asked them what 
was meant by the sentences written in 
Joshua xxiv.e. 2 Chron, xv. a. Ezek, xxxiii, 
é. Matt. x.c. Mark xiii. d. Luke xi. d. xxi. 
g- Romans xi. c. xiv. d. 1 Cor. iii. d. g. x. 
d. 2Cor vi, a. Gal. iii. a, 1 Tim, iv. a, 2 
Tim. iti, Heb. iti. a. iv. a. vi. e. x. e.2 Pet. 
li. a. Apoc. ii. a.* and such like, which 
threateneth damnation unto God’s elect if 
they do wilfully sin against him ; some of 
them compared them to the law, which 
now (as they said) is in no effect to con. 
demn the elect, because Christ hath fulfil- 
led it. Therefore these sentences (said 
they) are written to put the elect in fear 
to do evil, that their lives might glorify 
their Father, which is in heaven, and not 
to put them in fear of damnation. By this 
in effect they affirmed those Scriptures to 
be written in vain, or to put men in fear 
where no fear is, affirming in effect, that 
the words of the Huly Ghost doth no more 
good, than a man of clouts with a bow in 
his hand doth in a corn field, whic! wilt 
keep away the vermin crows awhile, but 
when they know it what it is, they will fall 
down beside it, and devour the corn with- 
out fear. And other some answered and 
affirmed, that the threatenings of those 
Scriptures should be no more certainly 
performed on the elect of God, than this 
common proverb, which is, If the sky fall, 
we shall catch many larks. Indeed Christ 
hath taken away the curse of the law from 
all his very elect that continue in his word, 
or have a mind to do his will, and groweth 
[grow] forward in good works, although 
they be not come to that perfection, that is 





* This notation marks the date of the- 
narration, and the Bible used, to have 
been, as it purports, before 1560, when 
the first English Bible came out, with the 
numerical division of the verses, as we 
now have them; namely, “ The Geneva 
Bible,” alluded to above. Forthe account 
of which see Strype’s Life of Parker, book 
iti. c. 6, 
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required of them ; but such as lave tasted 
of the good word of God, and were par- 
takers of the Holy Ghost, &c. and do fall 
away as Saul, Asa, and Juda, and such 
like, and become persecutors of Ciirist in 
his members, Christ profiteth them nothing 
at all, but [they] shall receive according to 
the sxying of the Holy Ghost in the fore- 
said seniences.”? pp. 37—41. 


Other objections to the predestina- 
rian hypothesis succeed; amongst 
which we find the following argu- 
ment for proving God, on that hypo- 
thesis, to be the author of sin. 


‘* He that maketh a thing only to duevil 
is the cause of the evit; as, for example, 
we have in Sussex very many iron mills, 
which in wasting of wood do much burt; 
and yet the fault is not in the mulls but 
only in the beginners and makers of them ; 
they cannot go without coals, that ts made 
of wood; no more can the reprobates live 
Cas they affirm) without committing of av- 
tual sin. There is no man can mvent and 
flaish a thing only to do evil, and he him. 
self to be clear of all evil, even so in that 
hey Jay to God’s charge, that he ordained 
and created those reprvbaies, and hardened 
ihe hearts only to commit sin and wick. 
edness, they with the foul errer of the Ma- 
nichees’ sect do in effect affirm, that God 
canno: be pure and clean of all evil; and 
yet in words they will make much of God, 
and say he is most pure and clean from all 
evi! and motion thereof, as be is indeed, 
and they will hold and teach the most de- 
testable opinion, that in effect doth affirm, 
that there is not only a nature of evil in 
God, but that he is also partial and the 
author of sin.” pp. 42, 43. 


ev 


Nay, it is maintained, that 


“In effact they made Goda mocker, a 
vain person, and a foo! ;—a mocker, in that 
he offereth faith and salvation to such as he 
Knoweth cannot receive it ;—-a vain person, 
in sending his messengers, and in writing 
of his Scriptures, and long calling of them, 
who he knew could not repent, come, nor 
answer ;—a fool, in that he mourned for 
man’s destruction, and repented that ever 
he made man, for that they woGld not 
amend, but wrought out their own damna- 
tion; seeing he Knew that there was no 
spark of wit nor will in them, when they 
heard repentance and salvation preached, 
io desire, groan, or wish, that he would 
perform itin them.” p. 44. 
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Notwithstanding, however, these 
objections to such alleged false doc. 
trines, the narrator proceeds in aliu. 
sion to the name of Predestination, 


by saying, 


‘‘ That [uamely, predestination] we hold; 
and also do affirm the certainty of election 
in Christ’s bluod, in as ample a manner as 
God’s word doth teach and affirm.” 


Which certainty, nevertheless, is not 
of such a nature, but that, amongst 
the Twenty-three enormities which 
succeed.in the narrator’s pages, the 
following is thus stated as a charge 
against the doctrines which he op- 
poses t— 


** Thirteenth Enormity. Also in that it 
affirmeth, that there is none can be damned 
that are elect into God’s church and favour, 
do what wickedness they can; it causeth 
many such as were elect into the number of 
God’s cliosen, and have suffered persecu- 
tion for his word and name’s sake, to take 
liberty, and by that means fall away froin 
God unto the devil and sin, [and be} dam- 
ned.” pp. 50, 51. 


Nay, it renders, according to the 
Narrator, certainty impossible. 


** Sixteenth Enormity. Also it doth de- 
stroy faith, which is a certainty of things 
which are not seen, in that it affirmeth, 
that there ig no man certain, whether he 
were predestinate to be saved o7 not, until 
the end; and yet they will say, that it doth 
most strongly build faith, and that every 
one that believeth that he is predestinate 
and feeleth that his sins are forgiven, is 
predestinate, and may most assuredly 
rround his faith, that he shall be saved; 
and yet their own writers and doctrine 
doth affirm, that if a man do believe that 
he is predestinate, and believeth and feel- 
eth that his sins are forgiven by the blood 
and death of Christ, and have walked in 
the way of life, and afterward fall away, 
he was never predestinate nor elect.” pp- 
51, 52. 


In answer to the opposite alle- 
gations of heresy, brought against 
Trewe, and the party thus speak- 
ing by his lips, their own creed is 
further stated, which most fully 
admits the Trinity, with the in- 
carnation of our blessed Lord, 1° 
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order ‘that we through election 
might receive the inheritance that 
belongeth to natural [born] sons.” 


“4, Also we confess and believe, and 
faithfully acknowledge, that all salvation, 
justification, redemption, and remission of 
sins cometh unto us, wholly and solely 
through the mere mercy and free favour of 
God in Jesus Christ, purchased unto us 
through his most precious death and blood- 
shedding, and in no part or piece through 
any of ourown merit, works, or deservings, 
how many or how good svever they be; and 
that his body offered to the death, once on 
the cross for all, and his bloodshedding, is, 
as St. Paul affirmeth, a sure and perfect 
sacrifice and sufficient ransom for all the 
sins of Adam, and for all and singular of 
his posterity’s sins, how great and many 
soever they be; and all, that truly repent, 
unfeignedly believe with a lively faith, and 
persevere therein to the end of this mortal 
life, shall be saved, and that there is no 
decree of God to the contrary.” p. 66. 


“6, Also we do heartily acknowledge, 
confess, believe, and are most assuredly 
certained by God’s most holy word, that 
our Saviour Jesus Christ his pure religion, 
and secret will revealed in his word, suffi- 
cient for man’s salvation, was in this realm 
declared and known in good king Edward 
the VIth his days ; which word of God was 
then truly preached, and sufficiently taught, 
and his sacraments duly ministered, and of 
some followed ; therefore we acknowledge 
them in England, Christ’s true church visi- 
ble, as the faithful, thankful, joyful, and 
most constant, persevering, and sullering 
of our godly preachers and brethren (for 
whom we cannot worthily praise God) doth 
most manifestly declare: yet not withstand- 
ing for them, and for other great and mani- 
fest benefits, that we have unworthily re- 
ceived of God we most heartily praise and 
thank, and do give over ourselves, both 
body and soul, to worship, honour, and glo- 
rify the same almighty, eternal, and most 
living God, the Father, the Son, and the 
* Ghost, now and for ever.” pp. 67, 
8, 


Other Articles disclaim every kind” 
of sin, with * all vain gaming, slan- 
dering, lying, fighting, railing, evil 
communications, with sects and divi- 
sions, and not to be curious in many 
Christ. Obsery. No, 220 . 
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of God’s works, nor to make too much 
searching in superfluous things.’’ 

The narrative part further accuses 
Predestinarians, of giving sentence 
of eternal condemnation against 
Trewe and his company, refusing to 
eat and drink with them, keeping 
money back which was given for 
common distribution, and causing 
them to be docked ufp for fear of con- 
tagion ; also of sundry affirmations in 
favour of plays, pastimes, bowls, dice, 
and cards; and, what is worse than 
all, of an implacable spirit, and an 
obstinate determination to throw eve- 
ry possible obstruction in the way of 
a reconciliation. One of these pro- 
posals of unity, coming from the op- 
posite party, gives Trewe the oppor- 
tunity of shewing the following trait 
of his own conscientiousness. 


**T was so overjoyed with the unity, 
that although I saw something in them not 
correspondent to the word, I would not find 
any fault in it, lest some of my fellows, that 
liked not the unity, should have found 
more, and so have broken altogether. I 
and ether of my company put our hands to 
it, I thinking jmy conscience would have 
borne with it. But within a little while 
after, by the means of better perusing it by 
the word of God, my conscience accused 
me, that I had set my hand against God, 
and fell in despair, and sick withal. And 
within three or four hours after, Careless, 
the chiefof their company, came to me, and 
demanded to know how I did. I said I 
was sick. Wherewith he would not be 
answered ; but he desired to know whether 
my conscience did not burden me with any 
thing that I had done, as concerning this 
unity, ornmot. If I would tell him, he pro- 
mised me of his honesty to keep it secret, 
and to do me good therein, and not hurt. 
Whereupon I told him, that my conscience 
accused me, that I had done evil in putting 
my hand to the Articles ; because some of 
them were not in all points agreeable to 
the truth, and told him wherein, that which 
he could not well deny, but yet he sail, 
that it might well be borne withal, until 
the time of reformation, the which he 
would not be against, if it did ever happen 
to come.” pp. 59, 60. 


The time of unity, however, did 
IM 
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not happen now tocome; for Careless 
persuading some of Trewe’s Compa- 
nions to make a writing, such as they 
would themselves, he continues: 


** I told them, that his judgment was so 
corrupt, that if [did make it, as nigh the 
truth as God’s word and my conscience 
would bear with it, I doubted that he would 
not set his hand to it, but rather pick out 
matters against usin it, The which they 
thought they would not. Whereupon 1 
granted them to doit; and then we went to 
prayer to God, that he would assist me 
with his Holy Spirit, according to his holy 
will, and as nigh them as he would we 
should, lest they should resist it when it 
was made. And so I went about; and 
when it was made my fellows showed it 
him. The which when he saw it, he Kept 
it to pick out heresies against us in it, re- 
fused to put his hand to it according to his 
faithful promise, and yet he would not dis- 
prove it by the word. Thus he brake off 
the unity, and reported it to be my doing : 
but the truth is so it was altogether his.” 


p. 62. 


The whole narrative is signed 


“ John Trewe, Thomas Avington, Ri- 
chard Harman, John Jacksonne, Henry 
Wickham, Cornelius Stevenson, Jvhn 
Guelle, Thomas Arede, John Saxbye, Ro- 
bert Hitcherst, Matthew Hitcherst, Mar- 
gery Russell. All we do affirm this to be 


true.”? 


We shall not give any extracts 
from the preceding tract, in two 
parts, by John Bradford, at least at 
present, but content ourselves with 
noting, that the first part contains a 

eneral and very moderate statement 
of real predestination, grounded on 
the first chapter of the Ephesians ; 
and the second part rebuts a certain 
“ calumnious calumniator,which hath 
whet his tooths against the Lord and 
his grace set forth in predestination, 
as appeareth by a certain bill and 
libel he hath set abroad, entitled 
‘The Enormities proceeding of the 
opinion that Predestination, Calling, 
and Election, ts absolute in us, as tt is 
in God.” Respecting the whole of 
this tract, itis to be observed, that in 
point of fuct, it is not an answer to 
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the preceding allegations of Trewe, 
having been penned in October 1554, 
and Trewe’s bearing date the 30th 
of January 1555. But so far seems 
at least clear that Bradford’s tract had 
not produced the effect he desired, 
either of conviction on the minds of 
the opponents, er of peace: nor, to 
speak honestly, should we think it 
well calculated to do so, either from 
the tone of invective which it very 
generally maintains, or from the ar- 
guments of the second part, which 
are by no meansas effective in repel- 
ling objections, as the statements of 
the first part are in enunciating his 
creed, which we are still inclined to 
think was the creed pretty generally 
professed by the Reformed at that 
period upon this subject. 

At this point we shall close our re- 
marks for the present, hoping to be 
able to terminate this protracted, but 
we trust not useless or uninteresting, 
discussion in our next Number. 

(To be continued.) 


Some Account of the Life, Death, and 
Principles of Thomas Paine, together 
with Remarks on his Writings, and 
on their intimate Connexions with 
the avowed Objects of the Revolu- 
tiontsts in 1793, and of the Radicals 
21819. By Joun S. Harrorp, 
Esq. 3d edit. Bristol: Gutch. 
London: Rivingtons and Hatch. 
ard. 1820. price 28. 6d. 8v0. 
pp. 102. 


Mr. Harford merits the acknow- 
ledgments of his country, and of the 
church, for this effort to counteract 
the mischievous tendency of Paine’s 
writings. The account he has given 
us of this unhappy person is princi- 
pally derived from Cheetham’s Life 
of Paine—a work which bears strong 
marks of authenticity. The main 
facts are briefly these :—Paine was 
born at Thetford,in Norfolk, in Janu- 
ary, 1737, and was educated at the 
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free school of that place. In 1759, 
he settled at Sandwich as a stay- 
maker, to which trade he had been 
brought up, and married Mary Lam- 
bert, who died the following year, it 
is alleged by some, in consequence 
of a premature birth caused by his 
ill usage. In 1761, he obtained a 
place in the excise at Thetford, from 
which he was dismissed for some ir- 
regularily, but was subsequently re- 
stored. In 1768, he was acting as 
an exciseman at Lewes, where he 
lived with one Samuel Olive, a gro- 
cer, who soon after died. In 1771, 
he married Olive’s daughter, Eliza- 
beth. In 1774, he was again dis- 
missed from his office, on a charge 
of fraud, and all his efforts to regain 
his situation proved ineffectual. His 
affairs soon fell into such disorder, 
that his property was sold to pay his 
debts. In May, of the same year, he 
and his wife, whose life he is said to 
have rendered miserable by neglect 
and unkindness, separated by mutual 
agreement. He went to London; 
but not obtaining suitable employ- 
ment there, probably in consequence 
of the loss of his character, he re- 
solved to try America. He arrived 
at Philadelphia, in April 1775. Here 
he became a violent partisan of the 
colonial cause, and commenced his 
career aS a political writer. One of 
his publications, entitled, “ Common 
Sense,’ was marked by a singular 
degree of natural acuteness; and, 
being well-adapted to. the state of 
feeling which then prevailed in Ame- 
lea, it gained him much celebrity, 
and produced an extensive and pow- 
erful effect, in deciding the public 
mind in favour of independence. 
Paine now rose into consequence. 
His writings were rewarded by Con- 
8réss with a sum of money; and in 
1777, he was appointed secretary to 
the committee for foreign affairs. 
Here he was soon found guilty of a 
breach of trust, and was ignominious- 
ly expelled from his office. After a 
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time, however, he succeeded in pro- 


curing the inferior employment of 
clerk to the House of Assembly of 


the State of Pennsylvania. When 
the war ended, he sunk into obscuri- 
ty ; and for five years little is known 
of him, except that, from a letter he 
wrote to General Green, he appears 
to have been very desirous of coming 
to England, in order to excite dis- 
turbances here. It was not, how- 
ever, until 1787 that he revisited 
this country. At first, the state in 
which he found men’s minds afford- 
ed him little prospect of success. 
But as the French Revolution pro- 
ceeded, the unusual ferment which 
it caused, not only in France but 
throughout Europe, greatly raised 
his hopes. In 1789, he had been ar- 
rested for a debt of 700/ but having 
been released from prison by the 
intervention of the American House 
of Claggett and Co., he went over 
to Paris to take a nearer view of 
the scenes which were then acting 
there. Animated by the spectacle, 
he returned to London, where he 
became extremely active in spread- 
ing revolutionary principles. 

In 1791, Paine published the First 
Part of “ The Rights of Man,” which 
was followed in 1792 by the Second 
Part, both containing direct and very 
powerful excitements to rebellion 
and revolution, supported by a style 
of reasoning well calculated to delude 
the ignorant, and to swell the ranks 
of the turbulent and _ disaffected. 
The good sense of the country at 
large, however, was not to be thus 
imposed upon ; and instead of pro- 
ducing its designed effect, this work 
appeared to serve the purpose only 
of rousing the loyal spirit of the 
people, and rallying them around the 
throne and the altar. A prosecution 
was instituted against Paine; but, 
afraid of the issue, he quitted the 
kingdom, and repaired to France, 
having narrowly escaped arrest at 
Dover. He had previously ‘been 
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elected by the department of Calais, 
a member of the National Conven- 
tion, and he palliated his evasion by 
alleging the necessity he was under 
of attending his duty at Paris. He 
was tricd before Lord Kenyon, and 
found guilty by the jury without a 
moment’s hesitation. The attorney- 
reneral read in court a letter from 
Paine, addressed to him. It was fill- 
ed with gross insults on the king ; 
and it denounced vengeance on the 
judge and jury, should he be found 
guilty. Not surrendering to meet 
the award of court, sentence of eut- 
Jawry was passed upon him. 

But though the writings of Paine 
were thus justly condemned and 
proscribed, the mischief which they 
caused was considerable. They gave 
currency to the scheme of universal 
suffrage, annual parliaments, and 
clection by ballot,which still continue 
the favourite watchwords of the radi- 
cal reformers; and they produced 
the same necessity, which has now 
again arisen from a similar source, 
of passing acts of Parliament to pre- 
serve the constitution from over- 
throw, and the country from blood. 

Paine did not long fill his seat in 
the French Legislature. Having been 
in some measure identified with the 
Brissotine faction, he shared its fate, 
and, in December 1793, was thrown 
into prison, where he was seized 
with a fever, brought on as itis said 
by intemperance, and thus narrowly 
escaped the guillotine. He was re- 
leased from prison on the death of 
Robespierre, and invited to resume 
his seat in the Convention, but all 
his attempts to attract public regard 
in France proved abortive. He turned 
his attention, therefore, once more to 
England ; and perceiving that the 
chief obstacle to revolution in this 
country arose from the influence of 
Chrisuanity, his efforts were now 
directed to the object of bringing the 
Scriptures into contempt. With this 
view he composed and published 
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“ The Age of Reason,” the First 
Part of which appeared in 1795, and 
the Second in 1796. Paine himself 
was beyond the reach of our courts 
of justice, but the publisher of the 
libel was prosecuted and convicted. 
Mr. Erskine, now Lord Erskine, 
conducted the prosecution ; and his 
speech on the occasion ranks deser- 
vedly high among the most splendid 
effusions of forensic eloquence. 

After his liberation from prison, 
Paine had been received into the 
house of Mr. Monroe, thenthe Ame- 
rican Ambassador at Paris, now the 
President of the United States. But 
his habits of intoxication rendered 
him a very uncomfortable inmate. 
le continued to reside in France for 
some years longer, neglected and 
contemned. But in 1802, having 
received an invitation from President 
Jefferson, he repaired to America, 
where he spent the remainder of his 
days. He was accompanied by a 
Madame Bonneville and her two 
sons. This woman he had seduced 
from her husband, in whose house he 
had lived, and whose hospitality he 
thus repaid. In June 1809, this un- 
happy man died at New York. 

It is during this period of his resi- 
dence in the United States, that we 
have the most authentic accounts of 
the private life of Paine ; and little 
more seems necessary to convince 
us of the real source of his infidelity, 
than the perusal of these details: 
‘* for every one that doeth evil hateth 
the light, neither cometh to the light, 
Jest his deeds should be reproved.’ 
A few extracts from this part of Mr. 
Harford’s interesting work, from 
which we have chiefly collected the 
preceding details, may not be unac- 
ceptable to our readers. He lodged 
for a time with a Mrs. Dean. 


“© Mrs. Dean,’? says Mr. Cheetham, 
‘‘ with wiiom I have conversed, tells me 
that be was daily drunk at their house ; 
and that in his few sober moments be 
was always quarrelling with her, and 
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disturbing the peace of the family. She 
represents him as deliberately and disgust- 
ingly filthy.* It is not surprising, there- 
fore, that she importuned her husband to 
turn him out of the house; but owing to 
Mr. Dean’s predilection for his political 
writings, her importunities were, for seve- 
ral weeks, unavailing. Constant domestic 
disquiet very naturally ensued, which was 
increased by Paine’s peevishness and vio- 
lence. One day he ran after Miss Dean, a 
cirl of fifteen, with a chair whip in his 
hand, to whip her, and would have done 
so, but for the interposition of her mother. 
The enraged Mrs. Dean, to use her own 
language, * flew at him,’ Paine retreated 
up stairs into his private room, and was 
swiftly pursued by his antagonist. The 
little drunken old man owed his safety to 
the bolts of his door. In the fall of the 
year, Mrs. Dean prevailed with her hus- 
band to keep him in the house no longer.’ 
p. 57. 


He then went to live on his farm. 


“ Being now alone, exceptin the compa- 
ny of the Bonnevilles, of whom he took but 
little notice, he engaged an old black wo- 
man, of the name of Betty, to do his house 
work, Betty lived with him but three 
weeks. She seems to have been as intem- 
perate as himself. Like her master, she 
was every day intoxicated. Paine would 
accuse her of stealing his New-England 
tum, and Betty would retort by calling him 
an old drunkard. Often, Mrs. Dean in- 
forms me, would they both lie prostrate on 
thesame floor, dead-drunk, sprawling and 
swearing and threatening to fight, but inca- 
pable of approaching each other to combat. 
Nothing but inability prevented a battle.” 
p. 58. 


He afterwards removed to diffe- 
rent families ; but in all of them he 
appears to have acted notonly in the 
most disgusting and offensive, but in 
the most unprincipled manner, pay- 
ing the debts which he contracted 
lor his board and lodging only when 
compelled to do so. He lived five 
months with a Mr. Jarvis, a portrait 
painter, 
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_“* Mr. Cheetham states, that all the par- 
liculars related to him by Mrs. Dean have 
been corroborated by the testimony of her 
husband, whom he represents as a sensible 
man, and a justice of the peace for the 


County,?? 
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‘** At this place he was not so constantly 
intoxicated as formerly ; and though fre- 
quently falling into violent passions, Mr. 
Jarvis appears to have successfully studied 
the means of calming his rage. Suil he 
was only comparatively improved, and 
would, occasionally, sit up at night tippling, 
till he fell off his chair.” p. 67. 


In this posture and plight he would 
talk aboutthe immortality of the soul. 


**One day, as he was sitting with a vo- 
lume of the Age of Reason before him, a 
maid servant took it up and began to read 
it : Mr. Jarvis instantly seized the book out 
of her hand; upon which Paine rose up 
angrily, and asked why he did so. Jarvis 
professed his fear that the girl, whose cha- 
racter was then excellent, would become 
corrupted in her principles by that book ; 
in which case, he added, she may cheat 
me, rob me, and be undone. They bad now 
reached the window, and Jarvis pointed 
out a black man to Paine, as a striking in- 
stance of the efhicacy of Christianity to en- 
lighten and reclaim the ignorant and im- 
moral. ‘This man, it appears, had been a 
notoriously bad fellow, without any sense 
of religion, or even of common moral feei- 
ing ; but be had since been truly converted, 
and had gained the character of a sincere 
Christian, by his upright and excellent con- 
duct. Paine had no answer whatever to 
muke, but * Pshaw—I had not thought you 
were suchaman.’ He saw, added Jarvis. 
the fact, and it was unanswerable.” p. 68. 


We now come to his last hours, 
when it will evidently appear, * not- 
withstanding his vain boasts,’’ * tha: 
he met death with terror and con- 
sternation.”’ 


‘“‘He was nursed in his last illness bs 
Mrs. Hedden, a very worthy and pious 
woman, who did her best to serve him, not 
only as a kind attendant, but also as a spi- 
ritual counsellor. Wuring the first three or 
four days, his conduct was tolerable, ex- 
cept that he grew outrageous whenever 
Madame Bonneville entered the room. 
About the fifth day, his language to Mrs. 
Hedden was so bad, that she resolved im. 
mediately to quit the house ; but sensible 
how necessary she was to his comfort, he 
made concessions which induced her to re- 
main.” pp. 71, 72. 


“‘Often he would, for long together, ex- 


claim, ‘Oh, Lord help me! Oh, Christ 
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“ About a fortnight before his death, he slept without the assistance of an anodyne, } 
was visited by Mr. Milledoliar, a Presby- Tiere was something remarkable in his 
terian Clergyman, who exhorted himto re- conduct abvut this period (which comprises 1 
pentance; but Paine grew angry, desired about two weeks immediately preceding i 
that he might not be disturbed by popish his death) particularly when we reflect, 0 
stuff, and ordered him to quit the room. that Thomas Paine was author of the Age 
of Reason. He would call out, during his 
‘* Sometimes Mrs. Hedden read the Bi-+ paroxysms of distress, without intermission, W 
ble to him for hours together, and he ap- ‘O Lord help me, God help me, Jesus ar 
deared to listen attentively.” p. 72. Christ help me, O Lord help me, &c, re. he 
peating the same expressions, without any in 
He was attended by Dr. Manley, the least variation, in atone of voice that on 
a respectable physician, who furnish- ~— aterm the house. it was thie ann. alc 
ed the following particulars of Paine’s CUS which induced me to think thet be du 
; &P ; had abandoned his former opinions ; and | res 
behaviour on his death-bed, was more inclined to that belief, when J un- ans 
derstood from his nurse (who is a very se. kn¢ 
‘6 Cleanliness appeared to make no part rious, and [ believe, pious woman) that he plie 
of his comfort; he seemed to have a sin- would occasionally inquire, when he saw rea 
cular aversionto soap and water: he would her engaged with a book, what she was like 
never ask to be washed, and when he was, reading; and being answered, and at the On 
he would always make objections ; and it same time asked whether she should read reac 
was not unusual to wash and to dress him aloud,* he assented, and would appear to opin 
elean, very much against his inclination. In give particular attention.” he e 
this deplorable state, with confirmed drop- that 
sy, attended with frequent cough, vomiting On the 6th of June, Dr. Manley, struck she t 
and hic-cough, he continued growing from by these expressions, which he so frequent- dang 
bad to worse, till the morning of the 8th ly repeated, and seeing that he was in great the n 
of June, when he died.” p. 73. distress of mind, put the following ques. mind 
tions to him:— from 
“Mr. Paine professed to be above the had b 
fear of death ; and a great part of his con- “6 ¢Mr. Paine, what must we think of belon; 
versation was principally directed to give your present conduct ? Why do you call Wishe 
the impression, that he was perfectly wil- upon Jesus Christ to help you? Do you she; ¢ 
tate ling to leave this world, and yet some parts believe that he can help you ? Do you be- agent 
wis of his conduct are with difficulty recon- lieve in the divinity of Jesus Christ ? Come ther t 
iol cileable with this belief. Inthe first stages now, answer me honestly ; I want an ap- neighk 
| ae of his illness, he was satisfied to be left swer as from the lips of a dying man, for! one of 
i Pe alone during the day; but he required verily believe that you will not live twenty- but on 
Ms some person to be with him at night, urg- four hours.’ I waited some time at the end ing the 
Pas ing as his reason, that he was afraid that of every question; he did not answer, but saying, 
Rhy. |, he should die when unattended: and at this ceased to exclaim in the above manner, | hope 
ae period, his deportment and his principle Again I addressed him. £ Mr. Paine, you Paine t 
Ligh ) seemed to be consistent ; so much so, that have not answered my questions; will you faid, ¢ 
i ri a stranger would judge from some of the answer them? Allow me to ask again—Do “@ Mrters | 
seen remarks he would make, that he was an you believe ? or let me qualify the question — lappy f 
ah, infidel. —do you wish to believe that Jesus Christ © fom F 
rats: is the Son of God? After a pause of some ler sad 
nee “ During the latter part of his life,though minutes, he answered, ‘I have no wish to lave giv 
hee his conversation was equivocal, his con- believe on that subject.’ I then left him, iM Poperty 
ae duct was singular; he would not be left and know not whether he afterwards spoke @™ "y dist, 
mre, alone night or day; he not only required to any person, on any subject, though he @ nciple, 
. to have some person with him, but he must lived, as I before observed, till the morning "ou; | 
ey see that he or she was there, and would not of the 8th.” pp. 73—75. ———— 
f a allow his curtain to be closed at any time ; B "Foe 
; Fi = if, ye wee ag ner ated The fellowing fact seems to _— : tebted - 
Sim appen, he was left alone, he wouldscream _.- Biic 
) f ; snd teeta, until some person came to him, sill oe strongly; his teed “hae 
ve When relief from pain would admit, he the infidel principles which he Bien 


seemed thoughtful and contemplative, his 
eyes being generally closed, and his bands 
fulded upon his breast, although he never 


‘© ® The book she usually read was Mr. 
Hobart’s Companion for the Altar.” 
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professed, A gentleman of the neigh- 
bourhood occasionally furnished him 
with refreshments from his own ta- 
ble, of which a respectable female 
of the family was the bearer. 


‘She frequently found him engaged in 
writing, and believes from what she saw 
and heard, that when permitted by his pain, 
he was mostly so engaged, or in prayer ; 
in the attitude of which she more than 
once saw him when he thought himself 
alone. In one of the interviews thus intro- 
duced, he inquired whether she had ever 
read his * Age of Reason ?? And on being 
answered in the affirmative, he desired to 
know her opinion of that book. She re- 
plied, that she was butachild when she 
read it, and that he probably wouid not 
like to hear what she had thought of it. 
On this he said, if she was old enough to 
read it, she was capable of forming some 
opinion concerning it ; and that from ber 
he expected a candid statement of what 
that opinion had been. ‘Thus encouraged, 
she told him, that she thought it the most 
dangerous book she had ever seen ; that 
the more she read the more she found her 
mind estranged from all good ; and that, 
from a conviction of its evil tendency, she 
had burnt it without Knowing to whom it 
belonged. To this Paine replied, that he 
wished all its readers had been as wise as 
sie; and added, ‘If ever the devil had an 
agent on earth, Lhave been one.” At ano- 
ther time, when she and the benevolent 
neighbour before alluded to were with him, 
one of his former companions came in; 
but on seeing them went hastily out, draw- 
ing the door after him with violence, and 
saying, * Mr. P. you have lived like a man ; 
lhope you will die like one.” On this, 
Paine turning to the elder of his visitors 
id, *You see, sir, what miserable com- 
orters I] have.? Mrs, Bonneville, the un- 
lappy female who had accompanied him 
fom France, lamented to his neighbour 
ler sad case; observing, ‘For this man I 
lave given up my family and friends, my 
Ptoperty and my religion: judge then of 
ny distress, when he tells me that the 
binciples he has taught me, will not bear 
ie out!*?? pp. 76, 77. 








“* For the above anecdote we are in- 
iebted to the pages of the Philanthropist, a 
ighly respectable periodical work, chiefly 
‘nducted by Members of the Society of 


Bods. Vide the Number forMay, 1817.” 
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And here we close the curtain* 
round the death-bed of a man who 
‘being dead yet speaketh” by those 
pestiferous publications which still 
pollute our atmosphere, and by the 
unhappy effects which, in common 
with the writings of French and Ger- 
man philosophists, they have assisted 
in producing throughout the civiliz- 
ed world. In one respect, Paine 
seems to have deserved the highest 
seat in this ‘* bad eminence ;” for 
while most of his infidel predeces- 
sors and compeers were directing 
their weapons against the higher 
and average classes of intellect, this 
leader in the campaign of sedition 
and blasphemy knew how to enlist 
the populace under his banners. 
What Addison effected in polite lite- 
rature, Paine performed in the de- 
partment of infidel sophistry; he 
brought it down from the schools of 
a perverted erudition, to the level of 
the shop-board and the manufactory. 
He introduced a sort of * universal 
suffrage’’ into the ranks of litera- 
ture, by which those who could not 
reason might rail, and thus vote down, 
by the invectives of popular clamour, 
what is venerated by the wise as an 
undoubted revelation from Heaven, 
and loved by the good as the founda- 
tion of all that is virtuous in human 
conduct, and the only sure guide to 
temporal or eternal felicity. 

Are we then afraid, it may be ask- 
ed, that the objections alleged against 
Christianity should be presented to 
the world? Do we tremble for iis 
safety, and fear lest it should not be 


* “ And here,” said the honest chro- 
nicler of the meek and reverend Hooker, 
‘*] draw his curtain, till with the most glo- 
rious company of the patriarchs and apos- 
tles, the most noble army of martyrs and 
confessors, this most learned, most hum- 
ble, holy man shall also awake to receive 
an eternal tranquillity.” What a contrast 
to the life and death of the unhappy sub- 
ject of Mr. UWarford’s narrative ! 
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able to stand the shock of contending 
champions ? We do not scruple te 
reply, that there is one respect in 
which we are afraid: we are afraid 
on the same grounds on which we 
should be unwilling for a secular 
question of intricacy and importance 
to be tried before a similar jury. We 
should object, because uninstructed 
minds are more open to declamation 
than to argument, to the insinuat- 
ing eloquence and ex /fiarte state- 
ments of a popular pleader, than to 
the solid reasoning of an unbiassed 
judge. [t is so much easier to com- 
prehend objections than solutions ; 
so much more gratifying to human 
pride and the love of display, to at- 
tack what is revered and established 
than to be contented with quietly 
defending it ; so much more conge- 
nial to our fallen nature to wish to 
discard a system which enjoins hu- 
mility, and watchfulness, and self-de- 
nial, than submissively to obey its 
dictates ; that we should not always 
think it safe for the less intellectual 
classes of the community to be ini- 
tiated into the objections of infidels ; 
even supposing those objections to 
be presented in the tone of candid 
argument, Instead of being conveyed, 
us they are in the writings of Paine 
and his followers, in the language of 
irony, satire, and contempt. It is 
not every man who is conscious of 
ihe goodness of his cause that knows 
how to withstand these irritating wea- 
pons, which goad even where they 
do not wound, and frequently make 
the opponent begin to suspect him- 
self to be ridiculous even when he 
may be certain he is right. But if 
such be too often the effect, even 
where there is a consciousness of the 
roodness of the cause and the recti- 
tude of the argument, how much 
more when these poisoned arrows 
fall on a mind unguarded by such a 
buckler—-a mind unfortified by truth 
and open to every objection ! And 
who can deny that such is too often 
the case with the poor and unedu- 
cated in every country? Is it to be 


supposed, for example, in our own 
manufacturing districts, where the 
poor are busily engaged in mechani. 
cal labour from their early infancy— 
where the churches are insufficient 
even for their richer neighbours, 
and where, in consequence, thou- 


‘sands live and die almost, if not al- 


together, without private or public 
instruction, untaught in infancy, un- 
catechised in youth, ignorant of the 
Scriptures, and unprepared by de- 
voutness of feeling for studying them 
to advantage—-—that persons thus 
thrown on the world should be able 
to weigh arguments and sift objec- 
tions, even if those arguments and 
objections were presented in a fair 
and unimpassioned manner? How 
much less then, when, as in the 
writings of Paine, they are obtruded 
with an effrontery which passes 
among the illiterate for honest bold- 
ness ; and are mixed up with rail- 
ings and sarcasms, and appeals to the 
passions, the prejudices, and the very 
appetites and favourite indulgences 
of the reader! 

Now we certainly are not afraid 
that the arguments for and against 
the divine inspiration of the Gospel, 
should be discussed by those whoare 
in a situation for arriving at the truth. 
But is this the case with the great 
majority of the readers of Paine and 
Carlile ? It is true, they may possess 
that “common sense” to which these 
writers make appeal; but we do not 
scruple to say, that common sense 
alone is not sufficient for determin: 
ing the question which these men 
have seen fit to raise. Suppose that 
Paine had chosen to assert that the 
New Testament was written in ham- 
skatchan instead of Greek, woul 
mere common sense have determin: 
ed the question? Will common sense 
decide what is the statute law 0 
England on any subject involving 
much professional research and an- 
cient learning ? Will commonsense 


il issue be- 
determine the dispute at 1S5U “A 
tween Mr. Bellamy, Mr. Todd, »! 


' ive 0 
B. Burgess, and others, relative ! 
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the accuracy of the authorized trans- basis of civil and ecclesiastical poli- 
Jation of the Scriptures? And if not, ty; and how fara notoriously vicious 
why suppose that mere common man was likely to be the exclusive 
sense is sufficient to decide upon proprietor of the key of moral and 
points which have employed the theological knowledge ?* Common 
learning and sagacity of successive sense would lead men to believe 
ages, which require a knowledge of Christianity, were there noother rea- 
ancient languages and Customs, an son, from its internal evidence ; its 
acquaintance with history, aid an exe adaptation to the wants and wishes 
tent of research and correctness of of mankind; its development of the 
argumentation, which by nv means human heart, and all its broadly 
fali to the lotof the great body of man- marked characteristics, as a revela- 
kind! Itis to little purpose that com- tion from God. Common sense 
mon sense can comprehend the ten would reject sarcasms, obscenity, and 
arguments alleged against the Gos- levity, as unworthy of the cause of 
pel, if it cannot also take in the Truth; and judging by the plain 
ninety in its favour. facts of the case, would decide, that 
What then, say the admirers of a system possessing such testimonies 
Paine, are the poor to do; forlearn- as Christianity must be allowed to 
ing they have none, and common possess, and producing such virtucs 
sense, it appears, wiil not by itself as it undeniably produces, could net 
settle the questions at issue? We bethe work of an impostor. 
reply, that common sense will settle It is, in fact, no slight presump. 
the only question which oug&s to be tive. proof in favour of the Gospel, 
at issue; and that the unfairness of that it possesses that very sort of 
Paine and his colleagues is conspi- evidence which the case required. 
cuous in bringing questions to be It makes its appeal to the great body 
decided by common sense, which do of mankind, trusting chiefly (of 
not come under the province of this course under the unseen protection 
useful endowment. Common sense of its Divine Author) to the ordi- 
would tell the poor man, that he is nary arguments which sway the 
not a competent judge of the greater uneducated of all countries, who are 
part of Paine’s arguments, and that jn the habit of admitting, as true and 
those who are reject them. Com- indisputable, many things which 
mon sense would tell the poor, that they cannot prove, but which they 
what is admitted by the wise and firmly believe, and which habitually 
good as a Divine Revelation, ought influence their conduct. The argu- 
hot to be treated with jests and buf- ment of authority, in its various 
foonery ; but deserves veneration forms, is that which chiefly decides 
and calm inquiry, and comes with a the opinions of the illiterate : the fol- 
presumptive evidence in its favour lowers of Paine himself can, gene- 
which ought not to be lightly reject- rally speaking, have no other argu- 
ed. Common sense would leave to ment for their “no-creed” than the 
the learned the examination of points assertions of their leader; for it 
beyond its ordinary researches, and surely will not be pretended that 
would take ¢heir evidence as data on they are complete masters of his sub- 
which to form its own conclusions. ject, and can judge how far his ar- 
Common sense would honestly weigh guments rest on true propositions, 
the character of such men as the un- 
happy being whom our author has * For a sketch of the character of some 
Portrayed ; and would ask how far it other of these “ oracles that set the world 


“ lers to 
was prob on fire,” we would refer our reace 
Probable that those who were an interesting sermon recently published, 


—— and disinterested in nothing on « The State of the Country,” by the 
“se, should be soin undermining the Rev. J. W. Cunningham. 
Christ. Obsery, No. 229. IN 
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and are cast in a truly Jogical mould. 
Now this argument of authority is 
abundantly in favour of the Gospel ; 
and by means of it, that dispensation 
is usually believed in our early years. 
But as the nature of revelation is 
better known, new and higher argu- 
ments are discovered; and should 
the mind expand, so as to grasp the 
question in an intellectual point of 
view, the evidence will amount to the 
very highest kind of moral demon- 
stration. The illiterate have not this 
argument, it is true; but they do 
net want it; they could not compre- 
hend it: they do not seek for it in 
other things, and they shew their 
common sense by forming their prin- 
ciples, and regulating their conduct, 
in a mode more congenial with their 
habits and powers of mind. But for 
the intellectual there are arguments 
in abundance; and arguments of 
such cogency, that 1t would be difh- 
cuit to find an inquirer who entered 
honestly upon the investigation, and 
returned unconvinced. 

One remark more, and we have 
done. How do men argue and act 
in analogous cases? Would it be 
thought right, even by those who 
contend for the unrestricted dissemi- 
nation of infidel abuse and blasphe- 
my, that books and tracts, affirming 
the duty and the delight of sensual in- 
dulgences, and supporting that licen. 
tious theory by arguments, and state- 
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ments, and exhibitions, calculated to 
inflame the depraved, and to corrupt 
the hitherto undebauched imagina.- 
tion, should be freely circulated among 
our youth of both sexes ? Would they 
contend, in this instance, that if the 
doctrine promulgated were false, it 
might be refuted by fair argument,and 
the evil be thus prevented? Would 
they not rather feel that such writings 
were not to be tolerated for one mo. 
ment; that they must be suppressed, 
as contra bonos mores, as poisoning 
the very springs of human conduct? 
What good could be hoped for, in 
such a case, from the tardy deduc. 
tions of reason, or the authoritative 
deciarations of experience ? The 
poison had been already administer. 
ed, and wold be likely, in a vast ma- 
jority of instances, to operate witha 
force and rapidity which would ren- 
der useless any remedies that could 
be applied. And yet can any man 
doubt that the arguments ia favour 
of purity of conduct would exceed: 
ingly outweigh, in the estimation of 
cool and sober reason, those which 
it could be possible to adduce in fa- 
vour of a life of licentiousness ? Ne. 
vertheless, who is there that would 
choose to expose his own sons and 
daughters, or the boys and girls of 
the next village school, to the hazar- 
dous experiment of an unrestrained 
discussion of sucha subject ?* 


——— + 


LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL INTELLIGENCE, 
&e, &e. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


PrerarinG for publication :—Principles 
of Political Economy, by Mr. Malthus ;— 
The Personal History of George III. by E. 
H. Locker;—A History of his Reign by 
the Rev. A. Stewart ;—The Life and Writ- 
ings of the late Mr. Sheridan, now first col- 
lected ;—-The late War in Spain, by R. 
Southey ;—The History of the Indian Ar- 
chipelago, by J. Crawford ;—A Picturesque 


Tour from Mount Simplon to Milan ;—Twe i 


Expeditions behind the Blue Meuntains 1n 
New South Wales, by J. Oxley ;—The 





* We are glad to see that Mr. Harford 
has published an edition of his useful work 
in a cheaper (for the present is a very cheap 


form for distribution ; namely, one sbilling | 
per copy, or ten shillings per dozen. The | 


profits of the work, if any, will be given to 
the Bristol Infirmary. 
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Elementary Parts of Pestalozzi’s Mother’s 
Book, by P. H. Pullen ;—Lacon, or Many 
Things in Few Words, by the Rev. C. 
Colton;—The History of Parga, by H. 
Foseolo. 

In the press :—The History of the Re- 
bellion in 1745 and 1746, from the Manu- 
scripts of Chevalier Johnstone ;—Literary 
Hours, by Dr. Drake ;—The late Political 
and Military Events in India, by H. T. 
Prinsep ;—Journey in Carniola and Italy, by 
W. A. Cadell;—Account of Timbuctoo 
and Housa ;—The Jast or Seventy-E:ghih 
Number of Dr. Rees’s Cyclopedia ;—Tra- 
vels in Nubia, Palestine, and Syria, 
by Capt. Mangles ;—-Travels through 
Holland, Germany, and France, bs Mr. 
Jacob ;—Genera! Index to the Literature 
of Great Britain and Ireland, by Dr. 
Watt ;—The Topography of Atiens, by 
Col. Leake ;—A Visit to Upper Canada, by 
J. Strachan ;—The Adventures of T. Kus- 
tace, by the Rev. S. Pigott ;—Two Tours 
inthe South of France, and over the Alps ; 
—Memorials of Royal Worth, by the Rev. 
J. Cobbin. 


Vaccination.—Sir G. Blane, Bart. in a pa- 
per read to the Medico Chirurgical Socie- 
ty, Nov. 10, 1819, selects four periods, each 
of fifteen years, for the purpose of exhi- 
biting the mortality of small-pox in each of 
these series. The following is a summa- 
ry i 


Ratio of the Mortality of Small-pox in 
London to the total Mortality. 


From 1706 to 1720, one in 12.7; that is, 
78in 1000.—From 1745 to 1759, one in 
11.2; that is, 89 in 1000—From 1785 to 
1798, one in 10,6; that is, 94 in 1000.— 
From 1805 to 1818, one in 18.9; that is, 
53 in 1000. 


Accounts from Macassar state, that the 
vaccine inoculation makes great progress 
there ; above 1000 children having been 
inoculated by the surgeon, with lymph 
brought from Java. The King of Macas- 
sar has had all his children and several of 
his relations inoculated, and measures are 
taken to extend this useful discovery 
throughout the island of Celebes. 


In the neighbourhood of Newcastle, an 
extent of twenty-eight square miles on the 
surface of the earth presents a series of se- 
venty-five miles of iron rail-ways, while 
the interior of the adjacent coal mines 
contains them to as large an extent. Five 
or six wagons, made entirely of iron, fas- 
tened to each other in regular succession, 
descend these roads without any other 
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mover than their own gravitating force ; 
while by means of a pulley, or wheel, a 
certain number of carriages, in descend- 
ing, occasion a certain number of others to 
mount, in order to take ina load at the 
summit of the inclined plane. 


The Solar Eclipse, which will happen on 
the 7th of September of this year, will be 
the greatest which has been visible in this 
part of Europe since the year 1764; or will 
again be so before the year 1847. Like 
these two eclipses it will be annular: the 
position and-magnitude of the ring will, of 
course, depend on the situation of the spec- 
tator. Inno part of England will this an- 
nular appearance be observed: it will be 
seen, however, in the Shetland Islands. 
On the continent, also in any part of that 
track of country which extends nearly in 
a straight line from the north of Westpha- 
lia to the South of Italy, the inhabitants 
will have an opportunity of beholding this 
singular phenomenon. 


It has been stated, that the exemption 
which the inhabitants of London, for the 
most part enjoy, from some diseases com- 
mon to other large capitals, is owing to the 
sulphureous naptha emitted from the coal 
checking the progress of febrile affection. 
To prove that the air is saturated with 
this naptha, it has been remarked, that the 
wasp, an insect to which sulphur is ob- 
noxious, is never seen within the sphere 
ef its action. 


France.—A royal brig was lately fitted 
out a: L’Orient for a voyage to Senegal, as 
a steam-packet, the first of this construc- 
tion that has quitted a French port fora 
distant expedition. Intelligence has been 
received of her safe arrival at the piace of 
her destination, having performed the pas- 
sage in sixteen days. 


Russia —The ecclesiastical organization 
of the different religious denominations in 
Russia is as under :— 


The Catholics of Lithuania, of White 
Russia, and Western Russia, have their 
archbishops, bishops, religious orders of 
both sexes, with colleges of Jesuits, & — 
The Protestants, both Lutheran and Re- 
formed, have their superior consistories in 
each government. In Finland, these con- 
sistories have at their head a bishop, aad 
in the other provinces, a superintendant 
general.—The Armenians, whetiier united 
or not, have their archbishops and bishops, 
and the Jatter class have a patriarch.--The 
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Moravian Brethren of Sarepta have their 
separate ecclesiastical jurisdiction.—The 
Mahometans, whose number amounts to 
nearly three millions, have two muftis.—- 
The sectaries of Lama have their lamas 
or priests.—The Schamans, and the un- 
baptized people of the Finnish race, have 
also their priests.—The Jews have their 
synagogues, their rabbins, and a superior 
school at Witepsk.—In general, all reli- 
gious persuasions are aliowed plenary tole- 
ration, provided they do not attempt to 
make proselytes. 


Mount Etna.—The travellers who have 
scaled Mount Etna vary much in their 
reckoning as to its height above the level 
of the sea. ‘The Canon Recupero, an inde- 
fatigable traverser of ** Mont Gibello,” as- 
signs to it 15,000 French feet. The Canon 
tas been in the habit of making observa: 
tions on the volcano, for nearly forty years 
successively, ascending it once every year. 
M.le Comte de Borch, in his letters on 
Sicily, assigns only 9,660 feet. M de Saus- 
sure, finds the height by a barometrical ob- 
servation to be 10,032 feet. Captain Smyth 
makes it 10,2U3 feet. All iravellers who 
have ascended Etnaagree, that from it may 
be seen the rock of Malta, the Eolian isles, 
the lonian sea, the entrance of the Adriatic, 
and the coasts of Albania. 


India.—The image of gold, described in 
the following document, is now deposited 
in the East-India Company’s warehouse. 


*¢ Copy.—Bombay, May 31, 1819.—This 
is to certify, that the golden image of Vish- 
nu, herewith exhibited, was found at Nas- 
sick, in the month of May, 1818, with 
jewels and other property belonging to his 
highness Sereemunt Maharajah Bajee Row 
Peishwa Row Pundit Purdhan Bahauder. 
--This beautiful image, which is composed 
of the finest gold from Mount Ophir, was 
made inthe year 1707, and weighs three 
hundred and seventy tolas. It bas ever 
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since been preserved with the highest vene. 
ration as one of the principal household 
deities in the family of Leewajee and his 
descendants. A numerous and expensive 
establishment of Bramins and other at. 
tendants were constantly maintained for it, 
It accompanied the late Peishwa in all his 
pilgrimages in a state palanquin, escorted 
by part of his choicest troops. In this man. 
ner the deity [idol] was sent to Nassick 
during the late Mahratta war, where it 
was discovered by the British authorities, 
and sent to Poonah, with the rest of the 
property found at Nassick, to the Hon, 
Mr. Elphinstone, who directed Capt. Fea- 
ron to dispose of the same on account of 
Government.—(Signed) J, Fearon.” 


Pitcairn’s Island —A subscription was 
set on foot on the Ist of September, in Cal- 
cutta, and soon completed, for supplying 
the inbabiiants of Pitcairn’s Island with 
implements of husbandry, and other useful 
articles. These interesting people, it will 
be recollected, are descendants of the mu. 
tineers of the Bouniy, and were visited a 
short time since by Captain Henderson, on 
his voyage from Valparaiso to Calcutta. 
The Captain is now proceeding again to 
Chili, in command of the ship Hercules, 
and proposes calling at Pitcairn’s Island 
with the articles which have been purchas.- 
edunder his direction, for the use of its 
inhabitants, About 3,000 rupees have been 
expended. Among the articles which have 
been provided, besides useful tools and im- 
plements of husbandry, are some live 
stock, two chests of fruit-trees, secured for 
a long voyage, one keg of marrow-fat 
peas, two boxes of vegetables, and a select 
assortment of seeds and stones for sowing 
and planting, suited to the soil and climate 
of Pitcairn’s Island, from Dr. Wallich, su- 
perintendant of the Botanic Garcen, & 
strong boat, of which the islanders were 
much in want, and, we are glad to add, 
some elementary tracts, and a few Bibles 
and prayer-books, 


LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


THEOLOGY. 
Sermons on the déath of his late Majes- 
ty, by 

The Rev. W. Dealtry, B.D F.R.S. Rec- 
tor of Clapham and Watton, 

The Rev, John Stedman, A.M. head 
Master of the Royal Grammar School, 
Suildford. 


The Rev. C. S. Hawtrey, A.M. 

The Rev. John Hollist, Minister of St. 
James’s Church, Manchester, 

The Rev. T. Cotterill, A.M. 


Prayer for the King, the Duty and Inte- 
rest of the People : a Sermon, by the Rev. 
C. Simeon. 
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Grounds of Contentment, Religious, Mo- 
ral, and Political, possessed by us, as Chris- 
tians and as Britons; a Sermon, by the 
Kev. James Beaver, B. D. 

An Inquiry, chiefly on Principles of Re- 
ligion, into the Nature and Discipline of 
Human Motives; by the Rev. John Pen- 
ruse, M. A. formerly of C. C. C. Oxford. 

‘he Messiah, by Mr. Bayford. 8vo, 10s, 

Sermons, by Dr. Busfield. 8vo. Vol. II. 


o 
12s. 


Essay on the Trinity, by Mr. Jones. 
18mo. Is. 6d. 

Sermons on various Subjects and Occa- 
sions, by G. S. Faber, BD. Vol. IL. 8vu. 12s. 

The Truth, Nature, and Universality of 
the Gospel : a Sermon, preached at Stirling, 
June 29th, by Ralph Wardlaw, D.D. 1s. 6d. 

The Principles of true Christianity vindi- 
cated, in an Address to Deists, by William 
Grimsbaw. Price 1s. or common 6d. 

Affliction ; or the Blessings of God ma- 
nifested. 8d. 

The Domestic Minister’s Assistant: a 
Course of Morning and Evening Prayer for 
tie Use of Families, with Prayers for par- 
tcular Occasions. By the Rev. W. Jay. 
HO. 

An Inquiry on the Duty of Christians, 
vith respect to War, including an Exami- 
nation of the Principle of Peace Societies, 
) Jahn Sheppard. 8vo, price 6s, 

Geraldine ; or Modes of Faith and Prac- 
ice; by a Lady. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The Chronology of the last fifty years. 

A key to the Chronology of the Hindus. 
vols. vo, 18s. 
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Views in the French Capital and its Vi- 
cinity, by Captain Batty. 4to. 12s. 

An Account of the Arctic Regions, with 
a History and Description of the Northern 
Whale Fishery, by W. Scoresby, jun. F.R. 
S. E. 2 vols. 8vo. 2]. 2s. boards. 

A Historical and Statistical Account of 
the Principalities of Wallachia and Molda- 
via; by W. Wilkinson, Esq. 8vo. 9s. 

A New and Impartial History of lreland, 
by M. M‘Dermott. Vol. J. 8vo. 12s. 

Miscellanies ; by the Rev. Richard War- 
ner. 2 vols. 12mo. 10s. 

Lessons of Thrift ; published for general 
Benefit, by a Member of the Save-All 
Club. royal 8vo. 1/. 1s. 

Lady Russell’s Letters. 12mo. 6s. 

The Glory of Regality; a Historical 
Treatise of the Anointing and Crowning of 
the Kings and Queens of England ; by A. 
Taylor, F.S. A. 8vo. 15s. 

A Commentary on the Svstems which 
have been advanced for explaining the Pla- 
netary Motions ; by J. Burney, R.N. F.R.S. 
8vo. 

The Comforter,a Poem. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

Poems, descriptive of Rural Life and 
Scenery ; by John Clare, 5s, 6d. 

Retrospection, a Rurai Poem. 12mo. 5s. 

Sacred Lyrics; by James Edmeston. 
}2mo. 4s. 

A Keply to an Article in the last Num- 
ber, viz LXIV. of the Edinburgh Review, 
entitled Parliamentary Enquiry. By John 
Davison, B.D Rector of Washington, Dur- 
ham, and late Fellow of Oriel College, Ox- 
ford. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND TRACT 
SOCIETY. 


Tue Committee of this institution remark, 
tat “although uniformity of judgment 
May not exist, they feel it to be their duty 
ind delight, to * hold the faith in unity of 
spirit, and in the bond of peace.’ And, 
‘ince differences of opinion are permitted 
the church militant, they would trace 
te wisdom of God in educing good from 
vil, and overruling the infirmities of Chris- 
tlans,—their watchful, and perhaps too 
‘Uspicious, jealousy of each other,—for the 
More effectual preservation of the sacred 
Writings, from the hand of sullen bigotry, 
that would encumber them with human 
ratitions ; from that of presumptuous 
“eorists, who would rob them of pas- 





and from the attempts of any, of what- 
ever school, who might be disposed, with 
a bold temerity, to corrupt the sacred 
text. So that, in fact, the differences of 
modern Christians, like the too bitter dis- 
sensions of the ancients, contribute to se- 
cure for themselves, and to perpetuate for 
the benefit of posterity, the integrity of the 
inspired records.” 


Notwithstanding the pressure of the 
times, the funds of the Society have im- 
proved during the past year. The list of 
subscribers has been enlarged, and a few 
handsome donations have been received ; 
by which means they have been enabled, 
not only to keep up a sufficient stock of 
tracts, but also to pay off the remainder of 
their debt. They express their sense of 
the regard to the welfare of this institution 
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shewn by € The York Religious Tract So- No. I. An Address to Members of the 
ciety,” © The Sheffield Church of England Church of England, on the Duty of Study. 
Tract Society,” and ** The Bath Religious ing the Bible. 

Tract Society ;” as also to the members of 

the Society in ten provincial towns ; espe- II. An Address to those who wish to at. 
cially fo their correspondents at Notting- tend upon the Worship of Almighty God, 
ham, Oxford, Gloucester, Pontypoul, and with devout Reverence, and to their Spiri- 
the island of Guernsey. tual Advantage. 


Still, an increase of support from those Ill. A Clergyman’s Address to his Pa. 
friend» who have already fostered this insti- rishioners, on Public Worship. 
tution, will be necessary to cnable them ta 
carry on its concerns, with the vigour and IV. A Clergyman’s Address to his Pa. 
aciivity, requisite to Keep up a stuck of rishioners, on Private Prayer. 
tracts, equal to the demands arising in va- 
rious quariers ; especially as, with a view V. AClergyman’s Address to his Pa. 
to ine extensive circulation of the; tracts, rishioners, on Watchfuiness. 
agenis are obliged to be supplied, in diffe- 
rent places, with tracts on commission, VI. The Parochial Minister’s Address 
whilst payment is only required 'o be made to Godfathers and Godmothers. 
for those tracts which they may have sold. 

VII. The Loyal Englishman’s Appeal to 

The Committee next give a statementof the Scriptures. 
the publicauons during the ‘ast year. The 
demand ‘or tracts previousty published,hav- The Committee next advert to the tracts 
ing required the reprinting of severalofthe for children and Sunday schools. The de. 
former Numbers, the Curamittee felt them- mand for Nos. I. 11. LI. and VY. has occa- 
selves preciuded from sending many new sioned a re-print of those tracts; and it is 
tracts to the press; as it could not be done, proposed, that Part II. of the “ Festivals of 
without invelving the institution anew in the United Church of England and Ire. 
pecumary distress. They have, however, land,” (comprisingithose Festivals which 
auded to iheir list of publications three commemorate the Apostles and Evange- 
new tracts of the largerseries, and six folio Jists) shall be published without delay. 
sheet tracts. The new tracts in the larger Some of these tracts are adapted to the use 
series ave the foilowing :— of week-day as well as Sunday schools. 


T.VI. Some Account of the Life and The Committee have not deemed it ex- 
Mastyrdom of the Right Rev. Dr. Farrar, pedient to add to their series of Welch 
Loid Bishop of $1. David’s, who was burnt tracts during the past year; but they have 
at Carmarthen, in the year 1555. endeavoured to discover cliannels, through 

which those already on the Society’s list, 

LVIl The Prayer-book at Sea, or Reli- may be circulated with effect through the 
gion on board a Ship, written by a Clergy- principality; and they trust that future 
man of the Church of England, formerly a Committees will receive ample encourage- 
Lieutenant in the Royal Navy, ment to prosecute this part of the Society’s 

labours, 

LVIil. Infidelity exposed, by some Ac- ; 
count of the Writings and Death of Tho- One of their tracts, No. XXVI. “ Pre- 
mas Pame, or the Churchman confirmed in paration for Death, or the Churchman ona 
his Religion and Loyalty. Sick-bed,” has been translated into the 
Manks Language, by the Rev. Hugh Stow- 

The folio sheet tracts were published ell of the Isle of Man, and two thousand 
with the hope of superseding, in some mea- copies have been printed by assistance de- 
sure, ballads and other noxious productions rived from this Society. 
ofthe press. Those who are conversant | 
with the habits ofthe poor well know how The total number of tracts, published 
fond they are of pasting papers, whether during the year, amounts to one hundred 
good or bad, on the wails of their cottages ; aad twenty-seven thousand. 
and cannot therefore fail to appreciate the 
utility of the class of publications now re- The issue of tracts during the year has 
ferred to; which are also sold at avery been 75,708 sold, 1,957 sent with the last : 
reduced price, to induce hawkers to pur- year’s Report to subscribers, and 9,989 
chase and retailthem. These sheet tracts voted to different persons for gratuitous dls 
bear the following titles :— tribution; making a total of eighty-sevel 
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thousand two hundred and fifty ;—the net 
proceeds of which amount to 20. 8s. 6d. 


The Committee, considering into how 
alarming a state the _ country had been 
brought’ by the wide circulation of cheap 
publications, designed to inveigle the poor, 
and excite them to rebellion, were induced 
to make very liberal grants of their two last 
tracts (No. LV1Ill. and No. VIL. of the folio 
sheet tracts,) of each of which, a second 
edition has been put to the press. Of No. 
LVIII. entitled * Infideliiy Expesed,”’ 5000 
copies were sent to judicious persons, to 
disseminate amongst the poor resident in 
the disturbed districts ;—especiallyin Man- 
chester, Nottingham, Durham, Sheffield, 
Preston, York, Leeds, Bradford (in York- 
shire,) and Carlisle. Of No. VII. entitled 
“The Loyal Englishman’s Appeal to the 
Scriptures,’ above 1700 copies were sent 
tothe committees of the Sunday and week- 
day schools in Bristol and its vicinity, con. 
nected with the Established Church; at- 
tended with a request, that after the sub- 
stance of the tract had been explained to 
the children, they might be furnished with 
copies to take home to their parents. Five 
hundred and fifty copies were sent for gra- 
wwitous distribution in the disturbed dis- 
tricts. The remaining donations of tracts 
were made to sundry charitable institutions, 


A “Religious Tract Society” has been 
established in the diecese of Durham, of 
which the venerable Bishop of that diocese 
ispatron; and tracts of the Church Tract 
Society, together with those published by 
“The Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge,” and ** The Cheap Reposito- 
ty” Tracts, are to be placed, and those 
only, on their list.—** A Religious Tract 
and Book Society for Ireland,” as our read- 
ers are aware, has been instituted in Dub- 
lin, by noblemen and gentlemen of that 
country; who are anxious, by a supply of 
good and cheap publications, to undersell 
those pernicious books which now corrupt 
the reading classes among the poor. 


In furtherance of their object, they have 
requested permission to reprint, with such 
alterations as may appear necessary, each of 
the tracts calculated for circulation in Ire- 
land. With this request the Committee have 
readily complied; and to encourage the sale 
of tracts, has likewise offered to send them 
on commission to persons resident in that 
country, and pay freight and duty. They 
have, in consequence, shipped a large or- 
der lately to the “ Religious Tract Socie- 
'y” at Cork. 
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The Society’s tracts are so much approve 
ed of in the islands of Guernsey and Jersey, 
that some of them, translated into French, 
appear regularly in a periodical work re- 
cently established there, entitled ** Magasin 
de PEzlise Anglicane.” Besides which, 
Nos. XXVI. XLVI. and XLVIL. have been 
published in a separate form, as French 
tracts. 


A letter has been received from the cor- 
responding secretary «ta © Religious Tract 
Society” formed at Baltimore, expressive of 
the desire of that Society to receive and 
send occasional communications. The 
Committee gladly acceded to the proposal. 
Two tracts, Nos. XLVI. and L., have been 
already reprinted, with some slight altera- 
tions, by that Society.—The Committee 
have likewise received a letter from the 
Right Rev. Dr. White, Bishop of Pennsyl- 
vania, with a present of tracts published 
by “ The Society for the Advancement of 
Christianity in Pennsylvania,” and by “* The 
Episcopal Female Tract Society of Phila- 
delphia” They express their hope, that 
the unhallowed rivalry—not to say, bitter 
animosity—which has, on too many occa- 
sions, displayed itself between Great Bri- 
tain and the United States of America, will 
gradually decline; as, by means of reli. 
gious and benevolent institutions, the great 
mass of the community in beth countries 
becomes more deeply imbued with Chris- 
tian feeling, and a cordial interchange of 
good offices becomes more frequent. 


The Committee express their ardent 
wish, that the clergy, in different parts, 
would form associations, similar to those in 
Durham, Sheffield, and other places; since 
scarcely any thing would more effectually 
uphold the interests of piety, loyalty, and 
good morals, within the precincts of the 
Establishment. 


Before they conclude, the Committee 
again advert to the series of tracts for chil- 
dren; an object which they strongly re- 
commend ; in order that our infant popula- 
tion ** by the blessing of God’s Holy Spirit, 
may ‘grow in grace’ as they increase in 
stature ; tread in the footsteps of those ho- 
ly martyrs whose lives they read ; and, in- 
stead of being governed by turbulent and 
headstrong passions, adorn their stations in 
society, however humble, by living as duti- 
ful children, loyal subjects, and devout 
Christians. Whereas,” continue the Com- 
mittee, ‘¢ unless supplied with wholesome 
instruction, and that in a way that shall 
gratify awakened curiosity, our moderna 






> 
ou 

hei 

a= 


“2 P= Pat tg ES 2 _ — ae ae a 
- 3 Mise & - ’ . ; a = a er: woe aE 
a _  _ - 3 A eI = Pas . " D - ~ io 
; : > ham FP = eee as eT a eee a A 


> 


Ae 
= 
we 


be 


=r ge 


iz 


280 Relig. Intell.——Chur 
plans for the general education of the tow- 
er classes will but enable them to read, 
while the inherent corruption of their hearts 
may dispose them to admire and relish, se- 
ditious and blasphemous tracts.” 


They conclude their Report, by advert- 
ing to the recent death of their late friend 
and fellow-labourer, the Rev. J. Neilson, 
‘the or plan’s instructer and fiiend ; whvse 
meek and gentle spirit has been translated, 
they trust, from a world, where the ambi- 
tious aspire and the proud prevail, to that 
peaceful kingdom which is the pilgrim’s 
home and resting-place.” 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


We have frequently had occasion to re- 
fer tothe highly gratifying and encouraging 
progress of Christianity among the liberat- 
ed Negroes at Regent’s town, Sierra Le- 
one. ln confirmation of these statements, 
we shall now present our readers with 
some interesting particulars, from the Ap- 
pendix to the last Report of the Church 
Missionary Society. They are chiefly ex- 
tracts from the letters and memoranda of 
Mr. Johnson. 


On one occasion, he writes,—‘* The 
chief justice, the acting governor (the go- 
vernor being absent at the Gambia,) Messrs. 
Mills and Burgess, American missionaries, 
and several officers of the African corps, 
with other gentlemen of Freetown, came 
this morning to Divine service. The church 
was quite full. There were 1100 or 1200 
people present. The Missionaries were 
much delighted at the sight of so many 
black men and women, eager to hear the 
word of God. One said, that nothing less 
than a miracle bad been wrought at this 
place.” 


66 On Sunday, July the 12th, the rain 
came down the most part of the day in tor- 
rents; and we consequently expected but 
few hearers. Before, however, I had read 
the exhortation, we had the great pleasure 
of seeing the church full. I could not help 
feeling for the females, who were all neatly 
dressed, but were wet through. 
afternoon and evening, we had the church 
nearly full again.” 


Of a subsequent Sunday, Mr. Johnson 
says—‘* This day has been the most unfa- 








ch Missionary Society. [Aprii, 
descended in torrents all the day, A; 
Divine service in the morning, the church 
was nearly full. In the afternoon, duting 
service, the brook had risen so bigh tiat 
the water had flowed over the bridge, and 
the people had to wade through for a con. 
siderable distance. In some places, it 
reached nearly to their arms. Blessed be 
God, who always fills his house of prayer 
here! Whether it rains, or whether it is 
fair, we are always crowded.” 


Again, on another Sunday—** Divine ser. 
vice at half-past ten o’clock. The first 
seats were filled at half-past nine. Bein 
a fine day, we were completely crowded; 
as, on fine days, we have generally stran. 
gers from other towns. The vestry, the 
stairs of the gallery, the tower, and the 
windows, were all full. Some of the seats 
Which were fixed in the passages broke 
down, being overburdened. When I enter. 
ed the church and saw the multitudes, | 
could hardly refrain myself, for my heart 
was full.” 


On the Sunday after thé death of the late 
chaplain, the Rev Mr. Garnon, the Gover. 
nor wished Mr, Johnson to preach in Free- 
town. He writes on the Saturday—* Whien 
my people beard that I was going again to 
Freetown, the place was in an uproar, I 
told them that 1 would return in the after. 
noen, and administer the Lord’s Supper, 
and also preachto them. ‘This would not 
satisfy them. They said, that, as Mr.Gar- 
non was dead, they were afraid that I 
would stay in Freetown, and leave them. 
I assured them that | would not leave 
them. They answered, that if I staid at 
Freetown, they would follow me, The 
Governor came down from his house : seve- 
ral went to meet him, to tell him that I 
should not go. I received also a note from 
one, in which was written—‘ Mr. Johnson, 
if you go, we all follow you.’ I told the 
Governor, who persuaded and assured 
them, that I should come back. They said, 
that if I did not come to-morrow, they 
would come and fetch me on Monday.” 


The foliowing passage shews the light in 
which they view their former superstitions. 


In the —‘* Yesterday, when the shingle-makers 
went to work, they met a man from Cockle 
Bay, who offered gregrees for sale. They 
brought the man to me, and appeared much 
displeased at the poor fellow. , 
that they had themselves been 1 the 


I told them 


vourable which we have had this rainy sea- same state, and that they had reason to 


son. It blew very hard, and the water 


pity the man more than to despise him, 


















































ba 
de: 
afr 
am 
act 
all 
whe 
In 
and 
Hol 
add 


A 
Cig 
to n 
the 
am ¢ 
the 
Chris 


Of 
agit . 
what 
them, 
own 4 
as gla 
salvat 
been s 


Ma) 
Tuenc 
lberat 
For ex 
follow 
heart ; 
to sery 
sabby ( 
100 mu: 

Me go t 
! asked 
followin 
NO want 
do bad, 


A co! 
self, if] 
] cannot 

9 you 
aMine y4q 
Chris 

















Ne 


he 
its 
ke 


Ts 


art 


ite 


10t 


on, 


id, 
1ey 


t in 
ns. 
ers 
kle 
hey 
uch 
em 
the 
, to 
im, 


1820.] 


and that our Saviour had not taught us to 
enferce religion with the sword. I told 
the man that it would be better for him not 
to come to Regent’s Town again to sell 
gregrees, aS he would always have a very 
bad market. About an hour after, a whole 
boxfull of gregrees was brought in; some 
of which were very curious, such as I never 
saw before. The girls and boys commit- 
tel them to the flames, with great joy and 
acclamations.” 


Such numbers manifested a desire to be 
baptized, that Mr, Johnson writes :—** This 
desire becomes now so general, that 1 am 
afraid the enemy is about to sow tares 
among the wheat. I am at a loss how to 
act. | can scarcely believe, at present, that 
all is real, the number is so great: and yet, 
when] come to examine them individually, 
] must keep silence, for their language 
and conduct are wholly changed. May the 
Holy Spirit direct me aright! may such be 
added unto us as shall be saved !” 


Again—] have been all this morning 
engaged in speaking to people who came 
tome on the state of their minds. All 
the particulars would fill many sheets. I 
am still full of doubts and fears concerning 
the number who make a profession of 
Christianity, it is so great.” 


Of some of these candidates he writes 
—*They expressed much joy ; viewing 
what great things the Lord had done for 
them, in bringing them away from their 
own country. Had they never been sold 
as slaves, they would never have heard of 
salvation! They praised God for having 
been sold as slaves !” 


Many impressive illustrations of the in- 
luence of Divine grace on the minds of the 
lberated Negroes, appear in these extracts. 
For example : ** A woman said, *‘ Mv heart 
follow me always. Mecan’t do good. Me 
heart so bad, will not let me. Me want 
to serve the Lord Jesus Christ ; but me no 
sabby (know) how to serve him. Me fraid 
‘oo much (very much.) Suppose me die, 
he goto fire : me been do bad too much.’ 
1 asked her what she meant by her heart 
following her always. She replied, ‘ Me 
no want do bad, but me heart always want 
do bad, and so follow me always.’ ” 


A communicant said—*' I often ask my- 
self; if I love the Lord Jesus Christ ; and 
I cannot answer thatquestion. You said, 

Do you love the Lord Jesus Christ? Ex- 
~—— yourselves.” This makes me afraid 
Christ. Obsery. No. 220. 
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too much. I think I no love him yet. 
fraid toc much.” 


The power of the Word of God is strik- 
ingly displayed in the following cases of 
some female communicants; all of whom, 
except one, are of the Ebo nation, which 
is the most savage of the tribes that ar- 


rive in the slave vessels :— 


E H—* My heart trouble me too much. 
Sometimes me heart so hard, ihatit will 
not let me pray. I hope the Lord Jesus 


Christ will teach me, more and imore, to 
love bim, and to serve him. I, poor guilty 


sinner, thank God for send Jesus Christ to 


save poor sinners.” 


M. A.—** My heart remember, this time, 


all them bad thing me do befere. Me 


bad too much. Me heart trouble me 
too much. Me pray Jesus Christ have 
mercy upon me, poor sinner! make me 
to love you more, more, more !”” Lasked, 
* Do you understand this time when If 
talk respecting religion ?” she said, ** Yes ! 
me understand this time: first time me 
hear, when you talk, Massa, sometimes me 
fraid too much: me fraid me no love Je- 
sus Christ.” 


M. M. * Wicked thing trouble me too 
much. Me want to do good, but me wick- 
ed heart can’t let me. Me heart run 
away all this week—run all about.” What 
do you mean, Mary, when you say your 
heart run all about ?” ‘* Suppose me pray, 
my heart run to my country—to Sierra 
Leone—all about. Sometimes them things 
me no want to remember, come in my 
heart; and then me can’t say no more, 
but, ‘ Jesus Christ have mercy upon me, 
poor thing !? I no sabby what me must 
do. I hope Jesus Christ will save me. 
Suppose he no save me, me sabby lost for 
ever. Sometimes you preach, Massa—me 
think you only talk to me: me say in my 
heart, ‘ That me! me been do that thing !” 
Me fraid me no love Jesus Christyet. Me 
want to love and to serve Him too much; 
but me bad heart! Me think sometimes 
me have two hearts—one want do good; 
that other always want do bad. O Jesus! 
have mercy upon me, poor sinner !’? 


I.A—** My husband trouble me _ too 
much, Massa. He no pray: he no serve 
God. Suppose me talk to him about God- 
palaver, le take whip and flog me. Me 
have trouble too much, trouble too mucb ! 
but the Lord Jesus Christ help me to take 
all trouble. But, Massa, sometimes me 
fraid he no love me, and me no love him 
Oh may he teach me for good! Suppose, 
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Massa, you no been come in this country, 
we all sabby go fire—we be sabby nothing : 
(that is, we now know that we should have 
perished—we know nothing of ourselves.) 
We thieve—we lie—we do all that is bad. 
I thank God for send you here, for teach us 
poor sinners !” 


M. C—‘* My heart too wicked. Me 
can’t love Jesus Christ. Me want to love 
him, but my wicked heart won’t let me. 
When I pray, my heart tell me, ‘ What you 
pray for ? Jesus Christ no hear your prayer ! 
Y>u too bad !? Me no love my brethren in 
the Lord : me do not know what to do to 
love them. Sometimes my husband tell 
me something, me heart no like it--it raise 
up. May Jesus Christ give me a better 
heart! for my heart bad past all hearts,” 


S. I.--‘* Me been sick, Massa. Me think 
me die. Me fraid too much. Me think 
me no belong to Jesus Christ. Me want to 
love and to serve him too much ; because 
be die for me, poor sinner. Me heart love 
this world teoomuch. Me pray that Christ 
may teach me more and more, to love and 
to serve him.” 


Mr. Johnson had been led to fear that 
his addresses to the scholars were without 
effect ; and had neglected for some weeks 
to go and speak to them; when he was 
convinced of his mistake by the following 
circumstance :— 


“A younge woman stood by tle door of 
my room, desirous to speak to me, She 
said, ‘I have no rest, day or night: my sins 
are too many [very many. ] Iam the greatest 
sinner inthe world. 3 don’t know what to 
do. My sins are more than any other per- 
son’s.? She afterward told him-— The se- 
cond time when you came to the school, 
and asked us what we had heard on Sun- 
day of the sermon, I was so struck, that I 
have since found no rest in my heart, my 
sins be so many. All which I do before, 
come to my mind; and I think nothing but 
hell can be left for me. Iam afraid to go 
to bed. 1 know that Jesus Christ did come 
into the world to save sinners : but I cannot 
believe that he has any thing todo with me; 
for I am the greatest sinner in the worid. 
Nobody can be worse than I am.’ ” 


Another school-girl, about sixteen years 
of age, gave him a most interesting ac- 
count of the stale and conflicts of her mind: 
—‘ About three months past you talk to 
the school-girls. When you done talk, 
plenty girls go and tell you what they been 


hear on Sunday. You pass me, and ask 
me what the matter, that me no hear some. 
thing) Meno answer ; but me shame too 
much. You tell me that you think, and be 
fraid, that me never pray to Jesus Christ ; 
but be careless and prayerless, and going 
down to hell. When you say this, me no 
like it all. Youdone. Me go home. Me 
begin to fear too much. Me try to pray ; 
but my heart came like stone. Me con. 
sider all them bad things me do before. 
Me fear more, more. Me no sleep; me 
fear me die and go to hell. Since that 
time me no feel rest; me think nobody be 
bad past me; me worst, past all. But me 
think now that Jesus Christ be strong 
enough to save me. But me sorry too 
much that my bad heart is always against 
me: it will not let me serve the Lord Je- 
sus Christ. Me no sabby what todo with 
my bad heart.” 


Nine of these school-girls became candi- 
dates for baptism. Of these Mr. Johnson 
says—* The simple but striking evidences 
which they give, of the influence of Divine 
grace on their minds, I cannot describe.” 


Of a youth he writes—“ One of the elder 
carpenter boys came to me in great dis- 
tress of mind, I encouraged him to go, 
with all his sins, to the Saviour of sinners. 
He went home, I trust, in peace. This 
young man had been my greatest enemy. 
He had opposed, in every way, the Word 
of God; filling up the measure of sin with 
greediness $” 


We shall close these extracts respecting 
the young of Mr. Jobnson’s flock, by his 
account of the death of one of the school. 
girls, about fifteen years of age :—“ She 
always complained greatly of the depravity 
of her heart. [I was called up this morning, 
about one o’clock, by the woman who at- 
tends the sick in the female hospital. ! 
found this poor girl in great distress 0 
mind. She cried aloud—* Massa, what 
shall Ido? what shall I do? Iam going 
to die now! and my sins be too much—! 
thief—I lie—1 curse—I do bad too much— 
I bad past all people: and now me must 
die ! What shall I do” IT spoke to her on 
the ability and willingness of Jesus to save 
her. She said that she had prayed to Je- 
sus to pardon her sins, but did not know 
whether he had heard her prayers. After 
I had spoken to her for some time, she be- 
came calm, and appeared to be in earnest 
prayer. She then expressed a desire to be 
baptized. I asked her a few questions 0” 
that head, which she satisfactorily answe! 
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ed. Ithen hesitated no longer, as her end 
was apparently at hand; but baptized her 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. I saw her again 
after family prayer. She appeared quite 
composed ; and spoke a few words, with 
ereat difficulty, to express her peace of 
mind. I visited her once more, and, on 
asking her how she did, she said with great 
difficulty, ‘I pray,’ and soon afterward de- 
parted in peace.” 


We may probably take another opportu- 
nity of giving a few more extracts from this 
interesting Appendix. 


UNITED STATES COLONIZATION SO- 
CIETY. 


The Second Report was delivered at the 
Annual Meeting, held, on the 9th of Janua- 
ry of last year, in the city of Washington, 
and has lately reached this country. 


The Board have been occupied in pro- 
curing information, with reference to a co- 
lony on the Western Coast of Africa, for 
the reception of the Free People of Colour 
ofthe United States; and have no doubt 
that a suitable territory, on the coast of that 
continent, may be obtained for the purpose, 
at less expense than had been anticipated. 
From the kind reception which the deputa- 
tion of the Society met with, both in Great 
Britain and in the colony, the Board anti- 
cipate the future co-operation of benevolent 
men, and security to their colony from ma- 
ritime attack. The friendly treatment, 
also, which the missionaries experienced 
from the native tribes and chiefs of the 
country, with the earnest desire which the 
far greater part of them expressed for the 
immediate establishment of such a colony 
among them, afford a like security against 
every other external injury. 


Continued assurances have been receiv- 
ed, inthe bast year, of the readiness of many 
of the#ree Peopie of Colour in the United 
States to avail themselves of the contem- 
plated asylum, whenever a suitable terri- 
tory for its erection shall have been pro- 
cured. These assurances have proceeded 
from the most enlightened class of persons ; 
comprehending individuals engaged in all 
the occupations of civil life, dispersed 
throughout the United States, and in suffi- 
cient number to form the basis of a respec- 
table colony. To these assurances have 
been added the repeated declarations of 
several proprietors, of their readiness to 
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emancipate the whole or a part of their 
slaves, whenever a suitable abode in Africa 
shall have been provided for them, on con- 
dition that they shall repair to it. 


Calumny has not been wanting in mis- 
representing the objects of the Society ; 
but the Board refer to the successful result 
of an address made to the cilizens of Bal- 
timore, which led to the formation of an 
auxiliary Society for Maryland, as ‘a suf- 
ficient prvof that all such objections have 
only to be openly resisted in order to be 
overcome.” 


The Board state the measures which 
have been taken to obtain the countenance 
of the Legislature ; and enter at large on 
the advantages offered by colenization in 
Africa, for enforcing the laws of the United 
States against the slave-trade. The Re- 
port of the Committee of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, in reference to a memorial 
from the Directors, speaks strongly in fa- 
vour of the objects of the Society. The 
following extracts from that Report will 
manifest their views on this subject :— 


“‘ America cannot but sympathize in the 
wish to redeem from ignorance, barbarism 
and superstition, a continent of vast extent 
—spread out beneath every climate—em- 
bracing every variety of soil—and inhabited 
by a much injured and degraded portion of 
the human race. 


* Your Committee cannot forbear to re- 
mark, that time is unceasingly aggravating 
all those domestic evils for which the me- 
morialists propose the only competent 
remedy; and that the most auspicious cir- 
cumstances conspire, at present, to pro- 
mote its suecessful application.” 


The Committee of the House proceed, in 
the remainder of their Report, to urge, on 
various grounds, the support of the Society, 
under obligations so plain, and at a junc- 
ture so inviting. 


In January, of last year, the Committee 
of the Society, addressed a letter to the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
the Hon. Henry Clay, who is himself a 
warm friend of the institution, and was 
chairman of the meeting at which it was 
formed. In this letter they lay before Con- 
gress an account of the object and pro- 
ceedings of the Society. This letter was 
referred to a Committee of the House, and 
the documents ordered to be printed. This 
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important subject is, therefore, now fairly 
before the people and the legislature of the 
United States. 


Ve are rejoiced to find that the Ame- 
rican government, in orderto check the 
iniquitous traffic of Americans in slaves, 
have despatched from New York, the 
Cyane, a sloop of war, to watch the Af- 
rican coast, accompanied by a vessel cliar- 
tered by the Society, and carrying out 
about eigiity Free People of Colcur, to 
form the intended colony. The Sherbro’ 
will probably be the seat of this colony. 
The Rev. Mr. Bacon is gone with the ex- 
pedition under an appointment from the Go- 
sernment to receive and provide for such 
Africans as may be liberated from smug- 
gling vessels. He will act also as the agent 
ofthe Society, in the establishment of the 
projected colory, and is accompanied by 
several assistants. Another vessel will 
proceed, with colonists, from the Chesa- 
peake, but will not be despatched for some 
time. 


NETHERLANDS MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


At the anniversary of last year, held at 
Rotterdam, a numerous meeting of the 
inembers was convened, and a Report read, 
containing an abstract of the intclligence 
contained in the monthly papers of the Sc- 
ciety, with the addition of recent informa- 
tion from various quarters, 


The Society has an institution at Barkel, 
for the preparation of its missionaries for 
their future labours, Into this institution 
five students have been admitted from the 
Basle seminary, making the whole num. 
ber fourteen, In addition to the instruc- 
tions given in various useful sciences, the 
Rev. Mr. Kam initiates them in the duties 
of a minister of Christ, by taking them with 
him, in turns, to visit the sick, to instruct 
children, to examine those who are re- 
ceived as members of his congregation, and 
to assist him inthe other duties of bis situa- 
tion. The Directors bear honourable tes. 
timony to the diligence and zeal of the stu- 
dents; some of whom ijnave made a res- 
pectable progress in Arabic, and have been 
entrusted with the correction of the proofs 
of the Malay Bible now printing in Arabic 
characters. 


The Directors reported the arrival, on 
the coast of Guinea, of six Africans, who, 
afier having had proper instruction in Hol- 
land, had been sent home at the expense 
of the Government, in order to become 
teachers of their countrymen, 


Netherlands Missionary Society—China—India. 


[ April, 


CHINA. 


The Rev. Dr. Morrison, in 2 letter, dated 
Canton, March 18, 1819, remarks—*] have 
completed translations of the twelve Minor 
Prophets, and shall vet have an opportunity 
to send them to Mr. Milne this spring, 
Mr. Milne had heard of some of the Tes. 
taments, and other books in the Chinese 
character having been left at Japan, and at 
Ochotsk on the Russian frontier. 


“ T received also, a copy of ‘ Detached 
Remarks,’ in Chinese, which I drew up 
with a view to settle the phraseology used 
in Christian discourses, and to contrast the 
Buddha, Mehammedan, and Confucian 
sects, with the true religion, 


“The printing in Chinese, at Malacca, 
is exceedingly satisfactory. 


“ The writings of the prophets are strik- 
ingly adapted to the state of the idolatrous 
and sceptical Chinese. O that a power 
from on high may accompany the word of 
God, revealed by the mouth of these an- 


cient prophets ! 


** When fatigued and worn out two or 
three months ago, I wrote a small book, 
called a Voyage round the World, the ob- 
ject of which was to enlarge the minds of 
the Chinese poor, in respect to mankind 
generally, and to introduce the essential 
truths of Christianity. To this I addeda 
map of the world, which greatly delighted 
the Chinese printer, who mace some copies 
for himself, but in copying that part in 
which I mentioned * Judea, where Jesus 
the Saviour of the world was born,’ he ob- 
literated the name of Jesus, I believe, 
through fear. I mention this to enable you 
to judge of the condition of this people.” 


BURNING WIDOWS IN INDIA. 


Mr. Smith, a Baptist Missionary at Be- 
nares, having addressed a crowd of people, 
assembled near that ciiy, on the occasion 
of a woman being burnt alive with the 
corpse of her husband ; at the close of the 
discourse a Brahmin said, ‘Your Scriptures 
are quite contrary to ours: therefore ? 
hope you will not speak much.” After 
they had performed their superstitious 
ceremonies, they placed the woman on the 
pile with the corpse and set fire to the 
wood. As soonas the flames touched her, 
she sprang off the pile. Immediately the 
Brahmins seized her, in order to put her 
again into the flames: she exclaimed, 
‘70 not murder me! I don’t wish to 
be burned !? The Company’s officers 
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being present, she was brought home 
safely. 


Mr. Bowley, who mentions this affecting 
case in his Journal, adds: * The Hindoos 
are now preparing to transport her to Jug- 
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gernauth, there to end her days.”—Such 
are pagan cruelty and superstition! We 
cite the instance, however, chiefly to shew 
to how great an extent British influence 
may be exerted among the natives of India, 
without the suspicion of political danger. 


VIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 


FRANCE. 


{ue political state of this country seems 
sili unsettled. The liberal party appear to 
have taken fresh courage from the conces- 
sion made te them by the removal of the 
duc de Cazes from ibe administration; and 
they are putting forth all their strength to 
resist the new law of election, which the 
savernment seems to regard as essential to 
its safety. The original projet of this law 
was lately withdrawn, after having been 
for some time under the consideration of 
the chamber of deputies, and another sub- 
stituted, into which various modifications 
have been introduced. This proceeding 
eave rise to a scene of altercation and vio- 
lence which it would be impossible to de- 
scribe. After frequent suspensions of the 
sittings, (o afford the stormy debaters time 
to con}, it was at length resolved to permit 
the substitution of the modified projet. 
One-fifth part of the chamber is still to be 
annually renewed, but the made of elect- 
ing the members undergoes certain chan- 
ges, the effect of which we do not at all 
comprehend, depending as it does on the 
peculiar state of property in France. 


SPAIN. 


The Spanish Revolution has been ad- 
vancing, hitherto, in a pretty uniform di- 
rection, The new Constitution has been 
proclaimed in all parts of the kingdom, 
amidst the acclamations of the people. 
The press being unrestricted, political writ- 
ings, in addition to an abundance of procia- 
Mations and manifestoes, have been circu- 
lated with immense profusion. The general 
Cortes are expected to meet in the month 
ofJune. Thus every thing proceeds, upon 
the surface at least, smoothly and without 
inerruption ; but itis not to be expected 
thata revolution so sudden and decisive 
will be consolidated in a moment. It will 
Naturally be regarded with an evil eye, by 


those numerous individuals and classes of 
persons upon whose relative condition in 
society it inflicts a humiliating change. 
The losers in the contest will of course feel 
inclined to struggle, as far as may be pru- 
dent, with their new competitors, at least 
to watch for favourable opportunities of 
regaining their former ascendency. In 
some parts, the people appear unwilling to 
forget past differences ; as at Barcelona, 
where certain violent individuals, it is said, 
have drawn up lists of persons to be tried 
as enemies tothe Constitution. The ad- 
visers of Ferdinand’s unhappy policy are 
naturally trembling for their fate, and all 
of them have been dismissed from office. 
We trust, however, that the leading actors 
in the recent changes will be disposed to 
use their power with moderation; and to 
consider more the interests of their coun- 
try, than the gratification of personal en- 
mity ; and that the merciful providence of 
God may spare that long-distracted king- 

dom the calamities which usually attend 

sudden and extensive political revulsions. 

— We are happy to perceive, that the two 

Arguelies, who had been banished on Fer- 

dinand’s return, have been raised to high 

Situations inthe government: one of them 

is appointed minister of finance, and fhe 

other minister of the interior. This last 

was always the determined enemy of the 

slave trade. 


One most distressing scene, however, 
occurred at Cadiz, on the 10th of March, 
during the solemnity of taking the oath of 
allegiance to the new Constitution. In 
consequence of some misunderstanding be. 
tween the inhabitants and the military, the 
latter fired on the former. The officers 
appear to have lost all control over their 
men, who killed and wounded, to the num- 
ber, it is said, of several hundreds of the 
people, before their fury could be restrain- 
ed. The whole affair is still involved in 
great mystery. The troops, however, who 
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committed the outrage, having been re- 
nlaced by others, the irritation appears to 
lave subsided, and tranquillity to have 


been restored. 


The effect of the Revolution upon the 
taterests of the South American continent 
isnot yet known. Recent advices from 
Peru mention, that Lord Cochrane had 
three several times attacked the Spanish 
fleet at Callao, and been repulsed. He 
still, however, continues the blockade. 


DOMESTIC. 


But it is homeward that we turn our eye, 
at the present juncture, with the most in- 
tense interest. The trials of Hunt and 
others, at York, for their conduct at the 
disastrous Manchester meeting of the 16th 
of August, which were proceeding when 
our last month’s view of public affairs went 
to press, terminated on the 26th of March, 
after a patient investigation of ten days. 
Moorhouse, Jones, Wilde, Swift, and Sax- 
ton, were acquitted; and Hunt, Johnson, 
Knight, Healy, and Bamford, were found 
‘6Guitty of assembling with unlawful 
banners an unlawful assembly, for the pur- 
pose of moving and inciting the liege sub- 
jects of our sovereign lord the king to con- 
tempt and hatred of the government and 
constitution of the realm, as by law estab- 
lished, and attending the same.” ‘Thus, 
the illegality of the meeting, and the sedi- 
tious designs of those who convened it, 
are put on record by a selemn judicial de- 
cision. So far the result of the trial is con- 
clusive, and in one sense consolatory ; but 
the conduct of the magistrates still re- 
mains open for inquiry. Any individual 
who suffered by their proceedings may 
still bring his action for damages against 
them: and till this is done, they ought to 
be presumed to have acted legally. Judge 
Bailey, who presided on the occasion, and 
wave great satisfaction to the prisoners, by 
his urbanity and indulgent conduct, check. 
ed the production of evidence relative to 
the magistracy and military, as foreign to 
the question before the court. 


It is the intention of Mr. Hunt, and those 
who were found guilty along with him, to 
move for a new trial, on the ground that 
the verdict was contrary to evidence and 
to the charge of the judge. Until the fate 
of this motion is known, it would perhaps 
be premature to enlarge on the subject. 


Public Affairs—LDomesitc. 


[ April, 


Several other important trials for seq;. 
tious publications, and seditious practice; 
have occurred during the month, which 
have all issued in the conviction of the de. 
fendants. And without doubt, it is greatly 
to the honour of the crown lawyers, that 
no prosecution has been attempted, with. 
cut adequate evidence of delinquency op 
the part of the persons prosecuted. These 
convictions, we trust, will impose an ef. 
fectual check on the alarming growth of 
seditious and other illegal proceedings, 


We pass over several trials in different 
parts of the country for manufacturing ille. 
gal arms, and printing or vending seditious 
publications, to record the conviction of 
Knight, Dewsbury, Broadhurst, and three 
others, for asisting at the seditious meeting 
at Burnley, on the 15th of last November, 
The three persons just named have been 
sentenced to imprisonment for two years ; 
the others for shorter periods.—A still 
more important conviction, on account of 
the rank in life of one of the offenders, is 
that of Sir Charles Wolseley, and Harrison 
the preacher of Stockport, for seditious 
language, and inciting the people to tu- 
mult and insurrection, at the public meet- 
ing held at that place last July. Harrison 
has since been convicted on two other sepa- 
rate charges (and might, but for the lenity 
of the prosecutor, have been tried on seve- 
ral more,) for seditious language ; for each 
of which he is to be imprisoned twelve 
months, in addition to the charge in which 
he was implicated with Sir Charles, the 
punishment for which is not yet awarded. 


Two persons, Bruce and Magennes,were 
convicted on the &th of April, for shooting 
at Birch, the Stockport constable. The 
former has been respited, on account of 
some doubts as to his guilt. The latter 
has suffered the penalty of the law: he 
confessed his own guilt, but persisted to 
the last in asserting the innocence of Bruce. 
This unhappy man, Magennes, furnishes 
another proof of the awfu! tendency of in- 
fide] principles, which led him even to ex- 
ult in the attempt to commit deliberate 
murder. Even after his doom had been 
unalterably fixed, he continued for a time 
to reject all religious aid, and appeared 
determined to die as he had lived, in bar- 
dened infidelity. Before his execution, 
however, he is said to have been brought 
to relent, and to have exhibited indications 
of repentance and of an earnest desire 1 
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participate in the mercies of a Redeemer. 
We cannot, however, in a case of this kind, 
regard such indications without many mis- 


givings. 


But the most important of all these pain- 
ful transactions are the trials, not yet con- 
cluded (April 26,) of the state prisoners 
implicated in the Cato-street conspiracy. 
The court having judiciously prohibited 
the publication of any part of the proceed- 
ines till the whole is over, we suspend our 
remarks till a future occasion, Thistle- 
wood, who was first put to the bar, has 
peen found guilty, after a trial of several 
days, of high treason. Ings, and Brunt 
have since been convicted of the same 
crime; and eight others remain for trial 
on this and other charges. 


We should have been happy in stating 
that these numerous convictions, which 
fully prove the guilt of the parties, and the 
determination of our juries to enforce the 
laws of the realm against the mischievous 
designs and practices of the disaffected, 
had wholly prevented the recurrence of 
riotous and tumultuous proceedings. We 
grieve, however, to state, that such has not 
been the case. At Glasgow, and Paisley, 
and in the adjoining manufacturing vil- 
lages, a most inflammatory address was 
posted up, calling upon the people of Eng- 
land, Ireland, and Scotland, ‘to effect by 
force, if resisted, a revolution in the govern- 
ment”? It was without signature, but pro- 
fessed tu be issued * by order of the com. 
mittee of organization for forming a provi- 
sional government.’? One of the injunce 
tions contained inthis address was, that 
from the beginning of April, the whole po- 
pulation should cease from work; an in- 
junction which was promptly obeyed by 
fifty or sixty thousand of the manufac- 
lurers of Glasgow and Paistey. The idlers 
crowded the streets, amusing themselves 
with political discussions, but abstaining 
from actual violence. The magistrates, 
indeed, employed such active measures to 
prevent, or if necessary to repress riot, that 
the peace of the towns was preserved. A 
skirmish, however, occurred at Bonny- 
ihuir, between a party of radicals and some 
hssars and yeomanry, in which one man 
Was kilied, and several wounded. A still 
More unhappy aflray took place at Gree- 
tock, in which nine persons lost their lives, 
«nd fifteen were seriously injured. The 
occurrence originated in the populace at- 
lacking the military, who were ‘escorting 
some prisoners from Paisley to Greenock 
‘il. The mob broke open the prisen, and 
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liberated all the radical prisoners, leaving 
the others in confinement. Many of the 
ringleaders in those disturbances are in 
custody, and will of course be tried for 
their offences. In the mean time, the alarm 
which had been created, has to a consi- 
derable degree subsided, and the manufac- 
turers have quietly resumed their employ- 
ments.—A variety of rumours have been 
circulated of insurrectionary movements in 
different parts of Yorkshire ; but hitherto 
there has appeared no clear proof that such 
rumours were well-founded, however the 
extent of disaffection in that quarter may 
justify some degree of apprehension, as 
weli as all proper measures of precaution, 
on the part of the civil authorities of the 
district. 


Parliament assembled on the 21st inst. 
Mr. Manners Sutton was unanimously re- 
chosen speaker, for the third time, of the 
house of commons. On the 27th, his ma- 
jesty is expected to open the session in 
person, by a speech from the throne. We 
look forward with no small interest to the 
deliberations of the assembled legislature, 
and we most earnestly pray, that they may 
be guided in all their proceedings by that 
** wisdom which cometh from above,” and 
which is characterised as “ pure and peace- 
able, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality and without hypocrisy.” ‘heir 
task is a very arduous one; and if they 
discharge it’ well, they will be entitled to 
the lasting gratitude of their country. 
They are called to apply, not mere pallia- 
tives, but etiectual and permanent reme- 
dies to the existing evils, To make ade- 
quate provision for the moral and religious 
instruction of the great body of the people, 
and for the due education of our youth in 
right principles and habits;—to reform 
sucii circumstances in our internal police 
as tend to demoralize the labouring class- 
es—our gin-shops, our lotteries, our Sun- 
day newspapers, our prison discipline, and 
above allour poor laws;—to provide for 
the present wants of our overflowing popu- 
lation, and to check the ruinous progress 
of its factitious increase: these are some 
of the duties which appear to us most im- 
periously toclaim their attention. If they 
should continue to be overlooked, or post- 
poned to a distant day, in the hope that the 
expedients employed to maintain the peace 
of the country, however they may repress 
disorder for the time, can have any perma- 
nent effect in averting the dangers which 
threaten us, that hope, it is to be feared, 
will be miserably disappointed. Those dan- 
gers originate in causes which lie beyond 
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the reach of either restrictive enactments, 
or judicial inflictions, or military force. 
Such means as these are, we adinit, indis- 
pensably necessary to restrain the crimes 
which spring from disaffection and disloy- 
alty ; but they will not of themse'ves lessen 
the prevalence of disaffection and disloya!- 
ty, or even prevent their growth. To that 
enda different class of measures is requir- 
ed—measures involving, on the part of 
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those who administer our affairs, patient 
investigation, unwearied labour, unceasin 
vigilance, enlarged and comprehensive 
views, undaunted courage, disinterested 
benevolence, and a solicitude, which May 
be designated paternal, for the well-being 
of the people committed to their care. May 
God grant to our rulers these qualities jy 
an abundant degree, and mercifully oyer- 
rule their counsels to the public good ! 
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ECCLESIASTICAL PREFERMENTS. 


Rev. T. Fisher, Roche R. Cornwall. 

Rev. Thomas Garnier, (Rector of Bi- 
shop’s Stoke, near Winchester,) Brightwell 
R, near Wallingford, Berks. 


Rev. John Harbin, LL. B. (Rector of 
North Barrow) Compton Pauncefoot R, 


Somerset, 
Rev. Henry Southall, B.A. Rector of 
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ie a Waltham R. Hants. Rev. David Rowland, (Curate of St. Pe. j 
ren: Rev. Mr. Lowe, Hallow V.Worcester. ter’s, Carmarthen,) Tregaron V. Cardigan. f 
ma! Rev. Edward Graves Meyrick, D. D._ shire. | 
ote Winchfield R Hanis. The Hon. and Rev. Armine Wodehouse, u 
in: Rev. Henry Thomas Austin, M. A. Ste- M.A. West Lexham R. Norfolk, Ul 
a venton R. Hants. Rev. Edward Herbert, B. A. Abberton 0 
be ae Rev. Thomas Dade, M.A. one of the Se- R. Worcestershire. fe 
Oe nior Fellows of Gonville and Caius College, Rev. J. Davies, Evington V. Leicester- - 
gti cat Cambridge, Bincombe with Broadway R. shire. z 
Pen a Dorsetshire. Rev. Jer. Burroughes, of Burlington St. y 
Mt ao te Rev. Benjamin Vaie, LL.D. lateofChrist Andrew R Suffolk. fe 
a: a College, Cambridge, to be Afternoon Lec- Rev. H. Blunt, Clare V. Suffolk. ut 
ete 4 turer of St. Luke, Middlesex. Rev. J. W. Butt, Lakenheath V. Suffolk. Is: 
uatts Rev. Mr Gough, Rector of Gore’s- Rev. Harrison Packard, M, A. to the w) 
sy | bridge, c. Kilkenny, to be Dean of Derry. Rectory of Fordley, with the Vicarage of om 
nee Rev. Hen. W. R. Birch, M.A. Reydon Westleton annexed, Suffoik. Pe 
iy 7 V. and Southwold Perpetual Curacy, Suf- Rev. Charles Leicester to the second Gal 
By ad’ folk. portion of Westbury, co. Salop, wice Rev. wh 
eth Rev. T. H. Ley, Landrake 8. Devon. Dr. Lawrence Gardner, resigned. he 
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A ConsTANT Reaver; Matuertes; B. W.; G. E.R.; J M.; H.G.; THAarvr; was 
CamBxo-Briton; W D. L—-ensis; Eaxyisclsecs ; and a Letter from the Curate’s ing 
Committee, ave under consideration, _ 
The Memoir of Dean Milner in our next. — 
We fear we cannot promise F. to find his copy of verses. leary 
We are requested to state, that the remaining half of a 100/. Bank Note, No. 10,356, man 
has been received by the British and Foreign Bible Society. The Sixteenth Annual A 
Meeting will be held at Freemasons’ Hall, on Wednesday, May the 3d, at twelve er oc 
o’clock. ' 
We are sorry to be obliged to decline inserting several lists of charitable subscriptions, 2 th 
which have been sent us; but our correspondents will perceive that our pages might Cotal 
soon be occupied with such details, to the exclusion of more interesting matter. Cath 
The Letter sent us for insertion, signed “ A British Mariner,” has already appeared in his d 
our pages (June 1814,) under the signature of C. C. C. about 
ted, } 
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